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The central government is
likely to soonhold ahigh-level
stocktaking review and audit
meeting to assess potential
damage to Indian enterprises
following a series of cyberse-
curity incidents over the past
fewdays, sourcessaid.

Among the issues likely to
bediscussedarevulnerabilities
flagged in PHP, a widely used
server-sidescriptinglanguage;
the leak of private keys associ-
atedwithweb security certifi-
catesissuedbyeMudhra;anda
week-oldcommunicationfrom
the Indian Computer Emerg-
encyResponseTeam (Cert-In)
warning that artificial intelli-
gence(AI)-poweredagentshad
reached the live networks of
Indianfirms,sourcessaid.

PHP,orPHP:HypertextPre-
processor, is an open-source
scripting language that has
been around for over 30 years
and is used to build and run
websitesandwebapplications.
Contentmanagementsystems
andpublishingplatformssuch
as WordPress rely on PHP to
deliver dynamic content. Its
widespread use means that
vulnerabilities in the language
can potentially expose web-
sites, applications, and servers
acrossa rangeoforganisations
tocyberattacks.

“Onemajor areaof concern
thatwehavenoticed following
all these incidents is that the
cybersecurity preparedness
and response of our enter-
prises,especiallyamongmicro,
small, and medium enter-
prises, is very weak. Some of
the credentials are stored in
plaintext,andmostpasswords
haveneverbeenchangedfrom
thedefaultthatwasprovidedat
the time of installation,” a
seniorgovernmentoicialtold
BusinessStandard.

Earlier this week, Cert-In
issued a late-night advisory,
saying that some providers

of frontier AI models had
informeditandtheMinistryof
Electronics and Information
Technology (Meity) that their
AI models and agents had,
“during research and evalu-
ationactivity”,reachedthelive
systems of several Indian
organisations. “The recorded
activity involved readingbusi-
ness records, including per-
sonal data and confidential
material, through credentials
and connection settings
exposed in application con-
figuration, public code reposi-
tories and permissive Cloud
serviceroles,”Cert-Inhadsaid.

A fewdays later, in another
advisory, Cert-In cautioned
that private keys used for
eMudhra’s digital certificates
had been “generated with
insuicientcryptographicran-
domness”, leading to their
compromise.

Bengaluru-basedeMudhra,

a licensed certifying authority,
was founded in 2008 and has
issued over 60 million digital
certificates to date. Only a lim-
itednumberofagenciesworld-
wide issue digital certificates
under the global trust frame-
work.Webbrowsersusecertifi-
catesissuedbyagenciessuchas
eMudhratoverifytheauthentic-
ity of websites and determine
whethertotrustthem.

Late on Wednesday night,
following a global outage
linked to vulnerabilities dis-
covered inPHP,Cert-In issued
anotheradvisoryaskingIndian
companies and enterprises to
install patches released to
address thesecurityflaws.

“In practical terms,
attackers could potentially
execute malicious code on
affectedsystems,includingthe
deployment of web shells,
thereby gaining control over
vulnerableservers.Incidentsof

this kind can escalate rapidly
across the global cyber land-
scape, particularly when they
involvetechnologiesthatareso
widely deployed,” said Sergey
Lozhkin, head of Kaspersky’s
Research Center for the Asia-
Pacific and Middle East, Tür-
kiye,andAfricaregions.

Although patches have
been released to address the
vulnerabilities in PHP, the
greaterchallengeisidentifying
andmanaging every instance
inwhichthelanguagehasbeen
used over the years, experts
said. “Theuseof PHP is perva-
sive. It can sit beneath public
websites, content manage-
ment systems, hosting plat-
forms and third-party produ-
cts, sometimes without even
being obvious to the organisa-
tionusing it,” saidDon Smith,
vice-presidentof threat intelli-
gence at cybersecurity firm
Sophos’CounterThreatUnit.

Organisations should also
conductafullinventoryoftheir
systemsandupdatePHPinstal-
lationstopatchedversions,said
Srinivas L, joint managing
director and joint CEO of
63SATS Cybertech. “Where a
system cannot be patched
immediately, put a web appli-
cationfirewall rule in frontof it
as a shield. Shadow infrastruc-
ture is the attacker’s favourite
address because nobody is
watching it,” he said.With sev-
eral recent cybersecurity inci-
dentsinvolvingautonomousAI
agents or humans using fron-
tierAImodels, the threatcould
grow in the coming days,
expertssaid.

“We are already seeing the
broaderimpactofAIuseinvul-
nerability discovery, as Patch
Tuesday and other security
updatesarebeingfloodedwith
AI-assisted flaws. AI-assisted
vulnerabilitydiscoveryiscreat-
ing largerhaystacks,but it isn’t
finding more needles. These
flaws are the needles,” said
Satnam Narang, senior staff
researchengineeratTenable.

Govtplans cyber audit as
digital fault lines emerge
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bloomberg
Mumbai, 22 October

India’s silver imports are set to
rebound in time for thebusiest
jewelry-buyingseasonafterthe
governmentissuedaraftofnew
permits,easingrestrictionsthat
hadstifledshipments tooneof
theworld’sbiggestmarkets.

Traders and bank dealers
thisweekreceivedquotascover-
ingasmuchas6,000 tonnesof
silver, said according to four
peoplefamiliarwiththematter.
The permits are valid for
six months, said the people,
who asked not to be named
because they’re not allowed to
speakpublicly.

The new licences “should
be able to easily cover any
demand spike,” said Harshal
Barot, principal consultant at
Metals Focus Ltd, a precious
metalsconsultancy.“Asaresult,
weno longer seea tightmarket
and premiums are likely to
easesubstantiallyintherun-up
toDiwali.”

India imports almost all of
its silver. The government
introduced new licensing

requirements in May, one of a
number of measures taken to
preserve foreign-exchange
reservesanddefendtherupee.

Would-besilverbuyersmust
now apply for a permit, and
everyshipmentmustbeaccom-
panied by a certificate proving
the country of origin. The gov-
ernment also more than
doubled import taxes on gold
andsilver, adding to thecostof
buying.

As a result, silver imports
initiallyplungedtoafractionof
thecountry’sdemand. InJune,

monthlyshipmentshita three-
year lowof just 37 tonnes.That
roseto328tonnesinSeptember,
according to an estimate by
MetalsFocus,asalimitednum-
berofpermitsweregranted.

Demandforpreciousmetals
typicallyrisesduringthefestival
season that peakswithDiwali.
Withthelatestpermitsgranted,
premiumspaid to secure silver
are likely to ease substantially,
Barotsaid.

Indian premiums dropped
to around 50 cents an ounce
over the global benchmark on

Thursday, saidMonalThakkar,
managing director of Ashoka
GlobalFZCO,apreciousmetals
trader. That was down from
around$2 lastweek, data from
MetalsFocusshows.

Last year, India imported
over 7,000 tonnes of silver, a
massive wave of buying that
helpedtotriggerahistoricshort
squeeze in the global market.
Prices rose further as specula-
tors piled in—hitting a record
high above $121 an ounce in
January — before slumping
after the West Asia war sent
energy prices surging, stoking
globalinflationfears.Spotsilver
was trading around $56 an
ounceonThursday.

While demand has picked
upaheadof the festival season,
silver consumption isexpected
topale incomparisonwith last
year. Stocking by retailers and
wholesalershasbeensubdued,
Barot said, and fewer Indians
are gifting silver this year. “We
have not seen anymeaningful
dip-buying despite the price
correction, as many investors
are sittingon losses fromsilver
boughtlastyear,”headded.

press trust of india
New Delhi, 22 October

Congress leader SoniaGandhi
madeher Instagramdebut on
Thursday with posts on her
upcoming book, which she
saidisa“storyoflove,duty,loss
andfindingaplacetobelong”.

This is Gandhi’s first foray
into social media as over the
years shehasbeenusing theX
handle of the Congress to
releasehervideostatementsor
othermessagesandlettersthat
shewishedtomakepublic.

The Congress Parliamen-
tary Party chairperson

immediately followed the
Instagramaccounts of her son
Rahul anddaughter Priyanka,
alongwiththatoftheCongress.
Within a few hours, Sonia’s
Instagram account had over
110,000 followers.All topCon-
gress leaders, includingRahul
Gandhi,whoareon Instagram
started following the former
Congresspresident’saccount.

Several Congress leaders
took to social media to praise
Sonia Gandhi and expressed
enthusiasmforherbook.

In her first post on
Instagram, Sonia shared a
video clip of her receiving

copies of her upcoming book
Belonging:AJourneyofLove.

“Hello everyone, I’m truly
grateful to share thismoment
with you all; the first look of
Belonging:A Journey of Love,”
shesaid inanInstagrampost.

“It is a story of love, duty,
loss and finding a place to
belong. I look forward to shar-
ing itwithyou,”shesaid.

Inthevideo,Gandhiisseen
receivingthefirstcopiesofher
book and sharing sweets with
herdaughterPriyankaGandhi
Vadra. In a secondpost, Sonia
shared a picture of her scan-
ningthroughthebook.

SoniaGandhimakes Instagram
debutwithfirst lookof her book
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Review likely to assess enterprise risks after cluster of security breaches
Restrictions lifted

Traders, bank dealers haven
received quotas covering as much
as 6,000 tonnes of silver
The Centre introduced licensingn
requirements in May as a measure
to conserve Fx reserves
As a result, silver imports initiallyn
plunged to a fraction of the
country’s demand
Despite demand uptick, silvern
consumption is expected to pale in
comparison with last year

Silver inflows likely to rebound

CongressMPSoniaGandhi
unveilsherupcomingbook
Belonging:AJourneyof
LoveonInstagram. photo: pti

Govt is likelyn
to discuss
the impact of
vulnerabilities
flagged in
the server-side
programming
language
PHP

Also likely to ben
on the agenda
is the leak of the
private keys of
the web
security
certificates
issued by
eMudhra

Indian Computern
Emergency Response
Team (Cert-In)'s week-
old communication
regarding AI-powered
agents reaching live
networks of Indian
firms also up for
discussion

On the agenda

INDUSIND BANK, 499, FIRST FLOOR, KOHAT ENCLAVE, PITAM PURA, NEW DELHI - 110034
PUBLIC NOTICE OF AUCTION OF GOLD

It is hereby informed that the below mentioned borrowers & other availed Gold loan facility
from IndusInd Bank Limited. Due to failure in repayment of the Loan and breach of the terms
& condition of the agreement. The Gold pledged against these loan is now scheduled for an
open public auction. The respective auction proceed / bid amount will be credited to their/the
borrowers respective Loan account(s) and Linked Loan Accounts.
The Gold pledged will be auctioned on an “AS IS WHERE IS, AS IS WHAT IS AND
WHATEVER THERE IS” basis. Interested bidders intending to participate in the auction
are required to adhere to the terms & condition outlined on IndusInd Bank’s web site
www.IndusInd.com and those of approved auction service provider.
Bid Documents, Declaration, General Terms and Conditions, these are available for reference
on IndusInd Bank’s website i.e. https://www.IndusInd.com and can also be collected from the
below mentioned Branch.
The Authorized oficer reserves the right at their sole discretion to amend or vary any of the
terms and condition of sale.
GL Account

No Customer Name Branch Branch Contact
No.

Gold Weight
In Grams

704001382744 DEEPA SINGH INDIRANAGAR-
LUCKNOW 9455082581 87.96

704001342243 DEEPA SINGH INDIRANAGAR-
LUCKNOW 9455082581 27.51

704001283010 PRAMOD PRASAD INDIRANAGAR-
LUCKNOW 9455082581 7.15

The auction will be held at IndusInd Bank Ltd. i.e., IndusInd Bank Limited, Zonal Ofice,
North-3, Ground Floor, 628/10A, Faizabad Road, Indira Nagar, Lucknow - 226016.

Last Date of Submission of Bid 26.11.2026 by 11.00 AM from the date of this notice.
Date of auction is 26.11.2026 from 12.00 PM to 01.00 PM.
The Borrowers retain the option to repay the full loan outstanding before the commencement
of the auction. In doing so they may reclaim the pledged gold as per the terms and conditions
of IndusInd Bank Ltd.
Date: 23.10.2026,
Place : Uttar Pradesh

Authorized Oficer,
For IndusInd Bank Limited
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