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Three persons were killed in a road accident
involving a car and a lorry on
Perambalur-Thuraiyur road at T. Kalathur
diversion in the district on Monday. Police
identifi�ed the deceased as V. Sankar, 30, of
Perambur in Chennai, and V. Vijay, 30, and M.
Sakthi, 21, both of Sannasinallur in Ariyalur
district. The three were in the car that was being
driven by Sakthi. Police sources said the car was
on its way to Sannasinallur village from Kerala
when the vehicle and the lorry transporting iron
rods from Vijayawada to Karur collided head
on. The occupants of the car and the driver were
killed on the spot in the impact of the collision.
The lorry driver, Jalil of Khammam in Telangana,
has been named as the accused. Perambalur
Rural Police have registered a case. 

Three killed in car-lorry
collision near Perambalur
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TUESDAY, JUN. 16
RISE 05:53 SET 18:38
RISE 06:53 SET 20:10

WEDNESDAY, JUN. 17
RISE 05:54 SET 18:38
RISE 08:00 SET 21:09

THURSDAY, JUN. 18
RISE 05:54 SET 18:39
RISE 09:04 SET 22:00

T he pace of con-
struction of the
Kamarajar Grand

Library and Intellectual
Centre at Mannarpuram in
Tiruchi has slowdown in
recent months, raising
concerns over its timely
completion despite earlier
expectations of fi�nishing
ahead of schedule.

The ₹�290-crore project,
being executed by the Pu-
blic Works Department
(PWD), commenced in
April 2025 and is offi�cially
scheduled for completion
by September 2026. 

Initially, offi�cials had ex-
pressed confi�dence that
the library could be ready
by February. However, the
pace of work declined in
recent months, particular-
ly following the implemen-
tation of the Model Code of
Conduct.

Although more than a

month has passed since
the restrictions were lifted,
pace of construction re-
mains sluggish. With only a
few months left for the
deadline, completing the
project on time is expected
to be challenging.

The PWD offi�cials said
the slowdown was largely
due to a shortage of work-
ers during the election
period.

A senior offi�cial said the
workforce had now been
increased and eff�orts were
on to expedite civil work,
roofi�ng, and interior de-
sign activities simultane-
ously to bring the project
back on schedule.

Built at a cost of ₹�290
crore, including ₹�50 crore
allocated for e-books and
₹�5 crore for equipment,
the facility is envisioned as
an integrated library,
knowledge hub, and intel-
lectual resource centre ca-
tering to students, re-
searchers, and the general

public.
Spread across 1.97 lakh

sq. ft., the seven-storey
complex will feature a
1,000-seat auditorium,
science centre, children’s
theatre, children’s library,
research centre, digital li-
brary, robotics and gaming
zone, knowledge centre,
artifi�cial intelligence re-
search centre, digital stu-
dio, conference hall, and
videoconferencing
facilities.

The library will house
Tamil and English literary
archives, rare manu-
scripts, dedicated facilities
for persons with disabili-
ties, and training and men-
torship programmes for
competitive examination
aspirants.

Designed as a fully air-
conditioned modern facili-
ty, the building will include
escalators, nine elevators,
including two glass lifts,
and parking spaces for 100
cars and 150 two-wheelers.

Construction work at
Kamarajar Grand
Library turns sluggish

The Kamarajar Grand Library under construction at Mannarpuram in Tiruchi. M. MOORTHY 

₹�290-crore project is being executed by the Public Works Department
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The death of a nine-year-
old girl at Karai village in
the district under suspi-
cious circumstances on
Sunday took a turn on
Monday with the case turn-
ing out to be a murder
which came to light after
detailed investigation.

Padalur police, who in-
itially booked a case under
section 194 of the BNSS, al-
tered it as a case of murder
and arrested the victim’s
mother, G. Nishanthini, 26,
on charges of committing
the crime.  

The police have held
Manikandan of the same
village with whom Nishan-
thini is alleged to have had
a relationship.

The minor girl identifi�ed
as G. Keerthisha, a class V
student, was found lying
unconscious in her house
on Sunday. The girl was ta-
ken to the primary health
centre at Karai where the
doctor declared her as
dead.

Acting on a complaint
from the girl’s father C. Gu-
nasekaran, 37, the Padalur

Police initially registered a
case under section 194 of
the BNSS and launched a
probe. The suspicion was
on Nishanthini after some
marks were reportedly
found on the victim’s neck.
The body was sent for a
post-mortem examination
at the Perambalur Govern-
ment Hospital.

Police sources said Gu-
nasekaran married Nishan-
thini 11 years ago and Keer-
thisha was born to them.
Owing to family disputes,
the couple were living sep-
arately for the past four
years.

Father’s complaint
Gunasekaran had alleged
in the complaint that Nish-
anthani had a relationship
with Manikandan of the
same village.

Acting on Gunaseka-
ran’s complaint, the police
launched an investigation
and conducted inquiries
with Nishanthini and the
crime came to light. It is al-
leged that the woman re-
sorted to the extreme step
as she felt her daughter to
be an obstacle in her rela-
tionship with Manikandan.

Suspicious death of
minor girl turns out 
to be a case of murder,
mother arrested
The Hindu Bureau
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Tiruchi airport authorities
celebrated ‘Yatri Suvidha
Divas’ on Monday by orga-
nising a series of passenger
centric, health and envi-
ronmental activities to re-
fl�ect the airport’s commit-
ment towards community
engagement and passen-
ger facilitation. 

The slew of activities
were carried out by involv-
ing the airport stakehol-
ders, educational institu-
tions, travelling public and
the health care organisa-
tions. The Tiruchi Airport
Director S.S. Raju, airport
staff� and other stakehol-
ders were present at the
celebrations. Passengers at
the international airport
were welcomed with tradi-
tional tika / tilak reception
as part of the celebrations. 

Saplings were distribut-
ed to passengers and visi-
tors to encourage environ-
mental awareness among
them. There was a collec-
tive rendition of ‘Vande
Mataram’ by airport em-
ployees, Central Industrial
Security Force personnel,
airlines, customs, immigra-
tion and other
stakeholders.

Flash mob performanc-
es showcasing the vibrancy
of the airport community;
cultural programmes high-
lighting the local traditions
and heritage; painting and
quiz competitions for stu-
dents; yoga and wellness
awareness programmes
for passengers and airport
staff� formed part of the
celebrations.

Airport familiarisation
and career guidance ses-
sions for college students;
eye check-up and general
health screening camps for
passengers, staff� and stake-
holders; educational visit
to airport for school stu-
dents; tree plantation drive
in airport premises to pro-
mote environmental sus-

tainability and green air-
port initiatives and
honouring of housekeep-
ing personnel for their in-
valuable contribution to-
wards maintaining airport
cleanliness and passenger
comfort were also
organised.

The activities were held
to refl�ect the airport’s con-
tinued commitment to-
wards passenger facilita-
tion, community
engagement, environmen-
tal stewardship and service
excellence under the
theme - Passenger First -
Safe, Seamless, Comforta-
ble and Sustainable Air
Travel, a press release
from the Tiruchi airport
authorities said. 

Yatri Suvidha Divas marked by
many events at Tiruchi airport
The Hindu Bureau
TIRUCHI

An air passenger being welcomed with tilak and provided with a
sapling during the Yatri Suvidha Divas celebrations at Tiruchi
international airport on Monday. 

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court on
Monday directed the State
government to fi�le a report
on a public interest litiga-
tion petition that sought a
direction to the authorities
to replace the ‘bare over-
head wires’ with ‘bunched
insulated cables’ or ‘under-
ground wires’ or to install
‘protective casings’ on
power lines passing
through Kadavur Slender
Loris Sanctuary located in
Dindigul and Karur
districts.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices N. Sathish Kumar and
M. Jothiraman was hearing

a petition fi�led by K. Push-
pavanam of Madurai. The
petitioner sought a direc-
tion to the authorities to
construct dedicated Artifi�-
cial Canopy Bridges across
fragmented road networks
in and around the sanctu-
ary to allow safe arboreal
passage for Slender Loris.

He said he came across
a report in The Hindu on a
Slender Loris electrocuted
in Dindigul. 

He said environmental
activists wanted ‘insulated
cables’ or ‘protective cas-
ing’ to be installed on over-
head wires within and
around the sanctuary. The
activists have suggested
that this was the only long-
term solution to prevent

Slender Loris from being
electrocuted.

He sought a direction to
the authorities to install
‘Caution Signage Boards’ to
alert the vehicles crossing
the habitats of Slender Lo-
ris in Dindigul and Karur
districts and undertake
systematic pruning of tree
branches only where they
come into dangerous prox-
imity to the power lines.
Article 48 A of the Consti-
tution mandates that the
State shall endeavour to
protect and improve the
environment and to safe-
guard the forests and wil-
dlife of the country.

The High Court posted
the matter for hearing to
June 22.

Plea to replace bare overhead
wires passing through Kadavur
Slender Loris Sanctuary
The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

Guest lecturers of pure
sciences and languages in
Tamil Nadu’s government
arts and science colleges
are facing uncertain times
as they await to see the out-
come of the Department of
Higher Education’s deci-
sion to discontinue sub-
jects with low student en-
rolment in the coming
academic year.

As per the department’s
announcement in April,
government colleges in
Chennai, Tiruchi, Dharma-
puri, Madurai and Thanja-
vur, among other places,
would have to stop admis-
sions for subjects such as
Mathematics, Physics, Ta-
mil, and History, that have
been seeing fewer takers in

recent years.
The recalibrated sylla-

bus is expected to replace
some subjects with disci-
plines such as Commerce
and Data Science.

However, guest lectur-
ers, who form a large sec-
tion of teachers in govern-
ment colleges, said that
appointments made based
on student enrolment
would have an adverse ef-
fect on their career.

“In the current scena-
rio, guest lecturers are
paid for only 11 months
even though they work
throughout the year. If en-
tire departments are
closed down, only those
guest lecturers who can
cope with transfers to oth-
er campuses can sustain
their career. Those who
cannot will have to drop

out of the profession. We
request the authorities to
re-train and reassign guest
lecturers within the same
colleges to deal with the
new subjects,” V. Thanga-
raj, state president, Tamil
Nadu All Government Col-
lege UGC Qualifi�ed Guest
Lecturers Association, told
The Hindu.

Senior academicians
said that the 15 new go-
vernment arts and science
colleges established in the
State to function from the
2025–26 are facing a shor-
tage of staff� as well as stu-
dent admissions.

“The Government Arts
and Science College in Ko-
lakkanatham, Perambalur,
has only 17 new admissions
for the fi�rst year. There are
fi�ve subjects being off�ered
for study, but the number

of teachers is low. Though
it was begun with the in-
tention of increasing the
intake of rural students,
the college does not have
its own campus or even
bus transport. We have a
target student strength of
300, but have got less than
80 in the fi�rst and second
year so far,” said a college
offi�cial requesting
anonymity.

“All the new govern-
ment colleges are short of
staff�. At least 20 teaching
faculty are needed per col-
lege, but most are making
do with just four to fi�ve. In
this scenario, it is impor-
tant to optimise the usage
of existing teachers, before
colleges reopen for the
new academic year next
week,” the offi�cial further
said.

Government college guest lecturers fear job loss 
Nahla Nainar
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TIRUCHI
Sri Kamalavalli Nachiyar
Temple, Woraiyur: Thayar Kodai
Thirunal, Sri Thayar purappadu

from sanctum sanctorum, 5 p.m.;
reaching Vasantha Mandapam,
5.30 p.m.; Sri Thayar purappadu
from the mandapam, 8.15 p.m.;
sanctum sanctorum, 8.30 p.m.
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