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‘Invoke Goondas Act against those 
who attacked forest dept staff’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nilgiris

The Tamil Nadu Forest Staff  
Association has sought charges 
under the Goondas Act against 
the two youths who were ar-
rested for attacking the tempo-
rary staff  of  the forest depart-
ment during a recent protest 
in the O-Valley Estate. The 
Association made an ap-
peal to the Nilgiris District 
Collector in this regard.

The incident happened dur-
ing a protest over the death of  
a 45-year-old man, T Kalaisel-
van, in a wild elephant attack 
on the night of  April 25.Kalai-
selvan was a resident of  Fourth 
Division in the O-Valley Estate. 
The staff  of  the forest depart-
ment came under attack as they 
arrived to take Kalaiselvan’s 
body for postmortem.

Forest Guard Viswanathan 
and Anti-Poaching Watchers 
(APWs) Lokesh, Rajkumar, 

Maadhan, Rajesh, and Rapid 
Response Team (RRT) mem-
bers Gopi and Christopher 
were attacked by the protesters. 
Moreover, they broke the wind-
shields of  two forest depart-
ment vehicles, said Association 
members.  “The staff  are work-

ing dedicatedly round the 
clock to mitigate the human-

elephant conflict. However, the 
protesters attacked recklessly. 
The staff  who were on duty 
could not have survived if  po-
lice personnel had not inter-
vened and rescued them. The 
police rescued the staff  and 
made them to sit in the vehicle, 
which prevented the protesters 
from attacking them further,” 
said G Sudeer Kumar, Secre-
tary of  the Association (Guda-
lur-Mudumalai Branch). Its 

President John Peter 
said that working in 
such a high human-
wild animal con-

flict zone (Gudalur 
division) is challenging 

for the staff  and that there is no 
assurance for their lives. “To 
prevent such incidents, the Dis-
trict Collector should recom-
mend the Superintendent of  
Police, Nilgiris district, to reg-
ister the Goondas Act against 
those arrested,” he demanded.

Broaden scope of goals, 
Guv exhorts students 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nilgiris

Rajendra Vishwanath Arle-
kar, Governor of  Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala, on Thursday called 
upon students to dedicate their 
knowledge to the development 
of  the state and the nation.

Speaking at the 168th Found-
er’s Day of  Lawrence School at 
Lovedale near Ooty, he chal-
lenged the common perception 
of  success, and urged students 
to expand their horizons be-
yond personal gain.

While high marks and “get-
ting settled” are common ambi-
tions, those should not be the 
ultimate purpose of  life. The 
true achievement is becoming 
a good human being who is use-
ful to society, the Governor stat-
ed. He reminded students that 
they are the future architects 

of  India. “While parents pro-
vide life, it is the teachers who 
provide the tools for a success-
ful and meaningful life. Hence, 
the students should maintain 
the highest level of  respect for 
their educators and the school 
management,” he added.

Arlekar presided over the 
prize distribution ceremony, 
personally handing over 
shields, trophies, and certifi-
cates to students for their ex-
ceptional achievements in aca-
d e m i c ,  s p o r t i n g ,  a n d 
co-curricular fields.

The highlight of  the ceremo-
ny was the presentation of  the 
most coveted award: The Best 
House Award. Nilgiri House 
was declared the Inter-House 
Overall Winner, clinching the 
championship shield for their 
consistent excellence.

21 labourers injured as van 
topples near Thalavadi  
E xpress       N ews    S ervice      
@ Coimbatore 

Nearly 21 farm labourers suf-
fered injuries when the goods 
vehicle they were travelling in 
met with an accident near 
Mallankuzhi village near 
Thalavadi in Erode dis-
trict on Thursday. 

Police say the in-
jured were rushed to 
the primary health cen-
tre at Thalavadi and a 
government hospital at 
Chamarajanagar in Mysuru. 
Locals claimed over hundred 
farm workers from Thalavadi 
and surrounding villages trav-
el daily to work in estate plan-
tations in Paiyanapuram area, 

along the Tamil Nadu-Karnata-
ka border. Around 9 am on 
Thursday, around 21 workers 
left for the farm in Paiyana-
puram in a goods van from 
M a l l a n k u z h i  a n d 

Kurubarakunte. 
While the vehicle 

neared Mallankuzhi, 
the driver allegedly 
lost control at a curve 
and the van toppled.

The Thalavadi police 
have registered a case 

and are investigating.  
Transporting farm workers in 
goods vehicles remains com-
mon in the hilly areas of  Thala-
vadi and Hasanur despite safe-
t y  c o n c e r n s  r a i s e d  by 
authorities, say police.

E x p r e s s  r e a d

Shoranur-Coimbatore 
train to be cancelled
Coimbatore: Due to track 
maintenance works, the 
Coimbatore-Shoranur passenger 
train (No.56603) will be partially 
cancelled between Palakkad and 
Shoranur on May 2.The train 
which is scheduled to leave 
Coimbatore Junction at 4.25 pm 
will not run from Palakkad 
Junction to Shoranur Junction. 
Also, the Shoranur-Coimbatore 
passenger train (No.56604), 
scheduled to leave Shoranur 
Junction at 08.20 am, will be fully 
cancelled on May 3.� ENS

Man booked for duping  
medical student 
Coimbatore: A 33-year-old man 
was booked for cheating a 
medical student of `9. 25 lakh 
under the guise of getting him a 
fee concession. The accused is M 
Selvakumar of Chettipalayam 
Road in Coimbatore.  The 
complainant was filed by the 
student’s father.� ENS

Governor Rajendra V Arlekar hands over a prize to a student at the Lawrence School 
at Lovedale near Ooty on Thursday |  express

Water level dips in Bhavani, Amaravathi dams
P  S R I N I V A S A N  @Erode/Tiruppur

The water level in the Lower 
Bhavani Dam  has dropped to 
8.2 tmc with a continuous de-
cline in water inflow and the 
release of  water  for irrigation. 
However, Water Resources De-
partment officials say the cur-
rent water reserves are suffi-
cient to meet the drinking 
water requirements for the 
summer.

Lakhs of  people and farmers 
in Coimbatore, Tiruppur and 
Erode districts rely on Bhavani 
River for drinking water and ir-
rigation needs. Of  these, 27 
drinking water projects in 
Erode district alone rely on wa-
ter from the Lower Bhavani 
Dam. The inflow into the dam 
continues to be low due to a 
lack of  rain in the catchment 
areas. On Wednesday, inflow 
was 168 cusecs while 2,300 
cusecs of  water was released 
for the Lower Bhavani Project 
(LBP) canal irrigation, 700 
cusecs for the Thadapalli-Ar-
akkankottai irrigation, and 200 
cusecs into Bhavani River. Wa-

ter storage in the dam has 
dropped to 8.2 tmc (63.10 feet) 
against the full level of  32.8 tmc 
(105 ft).

A senior WRD official said, 
“Water can be released for ir-
rigation until the dam’s water 
storage drops to 4 tmc. Then, 2.5 
tmc will be allocated for drink-
ing water requirements, and 1.5 
tmc will be accounted for as 

dead storage. Numerous drink-
ing water schemes rely on Bha-
vani River. However, in the cur-
rent environment, we can meet 
the drinking water demand for 
this summer with the current 
water level. By then, the mon-
soon will come to our aid. The 
local bodies and drinking wa-
ter schemes dependent on Bha-
vani River will not be affected.” 

“The release of  water for LBP 
irrigation is set to stop on 
Thursday. Subsequently, water 
will be released only for Thada-
palli-Arakkankottai irriga-
tion,” he added.

The official further said, 
“Also rain is forecast in the 
catchment areas on May 1 and 
2. Also, the monsoon is likely to 
start in Kerala by the end of  

May and in Tamil Nadu by the 
beginning of  June. A water cri-
sis is likely to arise only if  the 
rains are delayed.”

A senior TWAD Board offi-
cial said, “For Erode district, 
the Bhavani and Cauvery are 
the major sources of  drinking 
water. There is no shortage of  
drinking water so far. But we 
can’t predict what May will be 
like.”

In Tiruppur, water level in 
the Amaravathi Dam is very 
low, standing at 203.68 mcft (21 
ft) against the full level of  4047 
mcft (90 ft). About 110 drinking 
water schemes rely on Amara-
vathi River. “The water level in 
the dam is currently low. Con-
sequently, there has been no re-
lease of  water from the dam. 
However, we recently released 
water for drinking purposes. It 
has raised the groundwater lev-
el. That will help the water 
projects for up to a month. By 
then, the monsoon will start,” a 
senior official of  WRD of  Tirup-
pur said.

(*tmc = thousand million 
cubic feet)

The water inflow into the Lower 
Bhavani Dam in Bhavanisagar in Erode 
district is low due to a lack of rain in the 
catchment areas |  express

Current reserves in dams are sufficient to meet the drinking water requirements for the summer, states WRD 

Fall in smaller 
dams too
Water levels have also 
declined in other small dams 
in Erode district. On 
Wednesday, the water 
storage level was in 
Gunderipallam Dam was 
56.2 mcft, 74.7 mcft in 
Perumpallam Dam and 47.8 
mcft in Varattupallam Dam.

Youth wing 
functionary of 
MDMK resigns 
E xpress       N ews    S ervice       @ Erode

AN MDMK youth wing officer-
bearer announced his resigna-
tion in protest against the use 
of  the word ‘begging’ by the 
party’s principal secretary Du-
rai Vaiko during a speech.

In a resignation letter ad-
dressed to the general secretary 
of  the party, L Somasundaram 
stated that he had always served 
the party with honour and 
pride, strictly upholding the 
core principles of  self-respect 
and honour. He expressed dis-
appointment that party respon-
sibilities in electoral politics 
were being referred to as ‘beg-
ging’ by the party. “I was 
crushed when I heard the word 
‘begging’. Corporate political 
language like ‘begging’ and 
‘whipping’ had no place in a 
party born in the land of  Peri-
yar, the father of  the self-re-
spect movement,” he said.

Rain is forecast in the 
catchment areas on May 1 
and 2. Also, the monsoon is 
likely to start in a month

A WRD official


