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A total of two “Vizhuthugal
Integrated Service
Centres” are set to be esta-
blished in Ariyalur district
in Ariyalur and Jayankon-
dam divisions.

Vizhuthugal centres
provide rehabilitation ser-
vices and government wel-
fare assistance for persons
with disabilities (PwD) in
an integrated service hub.

They operate under the
Tamil Nadu Rights Project,
which is implemented by
the Department for the
Welfare of Diff�erently
Abled Persons with World
Bank funding. The scheme
facilitates easy access to
necessary rehabilitation
services and government
welfare programmes for 21
categories of PwD.

Among the rehabilita-
tion services provided free
of charge by experts at
these centres are physioth-
erapy, occupational thera-
py, speech and hearing
therapy, psychological
counselling, special educa-
tion and vision screening.

The centres enable be-
nefi�ciaries to easily avail
various government wel-
fare scheme benefi�ts such
as UDID card registration
and services for parents
and guardians.

According to an offi�cial
press release, in addition
to this, Vizhuthugal one-
stop service centres have
been launched in blocks
across Ariyalur district, to
provide four types of reha-
bilitation services to PwD
in close proximity to their
homes.

The one-stop centres
have been set up at Ariya-
lur (Urban) - V.O.C Nagar,
Near Draupathi Amman
Kovil Street, (Tel: 04329-
220697); Ariyalur (Rural) -
Government Primary
Health Centre (PHC) cam-
pus at Kadugur village
(Tel:04329-225132); Andi-
madam - Government PHC
campus (Tel: 04331-
242240); Jayankondam
(Urban) - Community Hall,
Jothipuram, Chidambaram
Road, Chinnavalayam vil-
lage (Tel: 04331-260254)
and Thirumanur - Com-
munity Hall at Palayappadi
village (Tel:
04329-223689).

Over 80 frontline work-
ers will visit the homes of
PwD even in the most re-
mote areas to identify their
needs and guide them in
accessing the necessary
rehabilitation services.

More details may be had
by contacting the nearest
District Diff�erently Abled
Welfare Offi�ce or One Stop
Centre. Toll-free helpline
number:1800-425-0111; to
communicate in sign lan-
guage: (WhatsApp): 94983
45350.

Vizhuthugal
centres to be
launched in
Ariyalur
district
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Chief Minister C. Joseph Vi-
jay, through video confe-
rencing, inaugurated a
slew of new healthcare
projects worth ₹�4.60 crore
in Pudukottai on Tuesday.

Among the projects in-
augurated was an addition-
al Government Hospital
building at Avudaiyarkoil
near Aranthangi, con-
structed at a cost of ₹�3.50
crore. The two-storey facil-
ity houses an outpatient
department (OPD), male
and female wards, an oper-
ation theatre, a pharmacy,
a laboratory, an ultrasound
scan (USG) unit, a pre-op-
erative room and a post-
operative recovery room.

A new sub-health centre
at Melur in Thirumayam

taluk, built at a cost of ₹�45
lakh, will provide family
welfare services, maternal
and child healthcare, ante-
natal care, disease screen-
ing, and immunisation.

In Neerpalani village of
Viralimalai taluk, a Block
Public Health Unit, along
with an Integrated Essen-
tial Laboratory, has been
established at the existing
upgraded 30-bedded Prim-
ary Health Centre. The fa-
cility built at ₹�65 lakh will
support the implementa-
tion of public health pro-
grammes, disease surveil-
lance, monitoring of
immunisation activities,
and emergency public
health response.

Collector M. Aruna was
present at the inauguration
held at the government
hospital in Avudaiyarkoil.

New healthcare
facilities launched
in Pudukottai
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T he Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) of
Tiruchi Division

has begun to deploy
drones as a technological
tool to enhance surveil-
lance and security over
railway tracks in view of
rising number of instances
of throwing stones on
trains and also cattle
run-overs.

Two advanced drones
equipped with night vision
have been procured
to monitor large areas and
vulnerable locations falling
within the division to de-
tect any suspicious activity
and initiate appropriate ac-
tion. A team of eight fi�eld-
level RPF personnel in the
rank of constable and head
constable have been
trained in the operation
and maintenance of
drones which were intro-
duced a few days ago, said
RPF sources. These per-
sonnel have received
drone pilot licences.

The drones are fi�xed
with cameras with a speak-
er mounted on them.  The

gadgets can cover a range
of 5 km from the spot from
where they are launched.
Following its deployment
in the division, the drones
have been fl�own by the
RPF personnel in places
such as Thanjavur, Villupu-
ram, Srirangam, and Pon-
malai, especially in the vi-
cinity of the railway tracks.
Aerial shots of these loca-
tions have been taken us-
ing the gadgets.

“The drone will act as a
force multiplier aiding RPF

security personnel in co-
vering large areas and vul-
nerable spots in an eff�ort to
strengthen surveillance
and security over railway
tracks and railway assets”,
said the sources. In addi-
tion to safeguarding rail-
way property and passen-
ger areas at stations and its
circulating areas, the RPF
is vested with the responsi-
bility of on board escort in
express trains besides be-
ing empowered to enquire
and launch prosecution

against persons commit-
ting off�ences under the
Railways Act.

“This is for the fi�rst time
that drones are being intro-
duced by the RPF of Tiru-
chi Division to step up sur-
veillance and security”,
the sources said. They
were deployed especially
in areas where throwing of
stones on trains, placing of
stones or any other un-
authorised objects on the
railway tracks have been
reported and amid rising

number of instances of cat-
tle run overs.

Data compiled by the
RPF reveal that there were
39 cases of throwing of
stones on trains were regis-
tered in 2025 (from Janu-
ary to December) and 12
cases booked so far in 2026
in Tiruchi Division. The di-
vision has 12 RPF posts and
fi�ve outposts in its vast ju-
risdiction covering over 10
revenue districts.

The RPF has identifi�ed
several vulnerable loca-
tions where stone throw-
ing has been reported.
Among these locations are
Pullambadi, Puducherry-
Chinna Babusamudram,
near Tiruverumbur sta-
tion, Sirkazhi-Chidamba-
ram and Vriddhachalam-
Talanallur stretches.  Simi-
larly, 53 instances of cattle
run overs were reported in
Tiruchi Division in 2025
and 91 in 2026. Sources
said the RPF has been con-
sistently carrying out
awareness campaigns at
various places within the
division sensitising the
general public to a host of
safety-related measures for
safe train operations.

RPF deploys drones to step up
surveillance in Tiruchi Division

An aerial view of a level-crossing taken by a drone in Tiruchi Division. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Eight RPF personnel have been trained in the operation of two drones; fi�rst time the gadgets are being used in the division
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Fourteen goats were killed
after they were attacked by
stray dogs near Chennima-
lai here on Tuesday. 

Gunasekaran, 45, of
Thattaravalasu in Ekkat-
tampalayam panchayat,
under Chennimalai Union,
had released his fl�ock of
more than 30 goats for
grazing in a forest area
near Nallapazhi in the
morning. Over seven stray
dogs chased and attacked
the goats. Ten goats died
on the spot, while four
died later. The goat rearer
has appealed to the district
administration to provide
compensation for the loss.

14 goats killed
in stray dog
attack 
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In her fi�fties, paddy farmer
S. Muthulakshmi of Thiru-
malairayasamuthiram vil-
lage in Pudukkottai Dis-
trict, is living the life of her
dreams.

“I have realised that
farmers can be kings and
queens of their land only
when they grow crops suc-
cessfully. For this, we must
keep learning and sharing
our knowledge with oth-
ers,” Ms. Muthulakshmi
told The Hindu.

In recent years, Ms.
Muthulakshmi has turned
around her profi�t margin
manifold with the help of
training in agricultural
technology and scientifi�c
crop cultivation from M.S.
Swaminathan Research
Foundation (MSSRF).

Widowed in her late 30s
and with four young chil-
dren to support, Ms. Muth-
ulakshmi was left with a
loss-making two-acre pad-
dy fi�eld approximately 10
years ago. Relying on the

advice of fertilizer and pes-
ticide sellers, she was
spending over ₹�3,000 per
acre, but was getting a pad-
dy yield of only around
₹�1,800 kg per acre.

“One day a Plant Clinic
camp was set up in our vil-
lage by MSSRF and we
were encouraged to bring
our crops for inspection.
Watching the creepy-craw-
lies under the microscope
helped us to understand
why we were losing out on

our yield,” she said.
Following MSSRF’s ad-

vice on scientifi�c crop man-
agement, Ms. Muthulaksh-
mi has managed to
increase her harvest from
20 sacks to 45 sacks of
grain harvested per acre.
Her plant protection costs
declined to nearly ₹�1,800
to ₹�2,100 per acre, while
paddy productivity in-
creased from about 1,800
kg to nearly 2,160 kg per
acre.

She learned to use digi-
tal extension tools such as
the farmers’ helpline, mo-
bile-based voice SMS advi-
sory services, audio confe-
rences with scientists, and
the Plantix mobile applica-
tion for real-time diagnosis
of crop pests and diseases.

Ms. Muthulakshmi has
also been trained in eco-
friendly agricultural prac-
tices such as seed treat-
ment with bio-fungicides,
application of neem cake
as basal manure, prepara-
tion and use of botanical

extracts, foliar application
of bio-growth promoters,
and integrated pest
management.

At present, she is the
elected leader of a Farm-
ers’ Interest Group, in
which capacity she arrang-
es meetings within the lo-
cal agricultural community
and also promotes natural
farming techniques.

She leads the Vembu
Women’s Group, an enter-
prise producing eco-
friendly agricultural inputs
such as Panchakavya, Da-
sakavya, fi�sh amino acid,
vermicompost, and other
bio-based agricultural
inputs.

“I have been farming
from a very young age, but
my knowledge about agri-
culture was based on tradi-
tion rather than any scien-
tifi�c reasoning. Once we
realise how to nurture
crops successfully, we can
increase our profi�ts sus-
tainably. I will keep work-
ing on my farm, no matter
how old I am,” Ms. Muthu-
lakshmi added.

Woman farmer from Pudukottai district
reaps profi�t of digital technology training
Nahla Nainar
TIRUCHI

S. Muthulakshmi (left) shares information on a crop through her
smartphone to scientists of M.S. Swaminathan Research
Foundation from Thirumalairayasamuthiram village in Pudukkottai
district as her fellow farmers look on. 

I have been farming
from a young age and
my knowledge about
agriculture was based on
tradition rather than any
scientifi�c reasoning, but
once we realise how to
nurture crops
successfully, we can
increase our profi�ts 
S. MUTHULAKSHMI
Progressive farmer


