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Minister for Natural Resources, Minerals and
Mines T. K. Prabhu has ordered suspension of
operations of 23 quarries for violation of rules in
Virudhunagar district. After reviewing the
functioning of the Department of Geology and
Mines with offi�cials here on Tuesday, Mr. Prabhu
ordered the closure of units that had quarried
minerals beyond the area permitted. The
violation was detected when offi�cials carried out
a survey of 76 quarries in the district using
drones.

Minister orders suspension of
operation of 23 quarries

A total of 825.411 gm of ganja that was seized in
Dindigul and Theni districts was destroyed on
Tuesday. The contraband comprised 177.326 gm
seized in 42 cases in Dindigul district and
648.085 kg seized in 118 cases in Theni district. It
was destroyed in the presence of Drug Disposal
Committee headed by DIG, Dindigul, V.
Sasimohan, SP, Dindigul, A. Pradeep, and other
police offi�cials from the two districts at a
biomedical waste plant at Nanguneri in
Tirunelveli district.

Over 825 kg of ganja seized in
Theni, Dindigul destroyed

Water level in Mullaperiyar dam stood at 111.25
feet (the maximum permissible level is 142 ft.)
with an infl�ow of 54 cusecs and a discharge of
300 cusecs. In Vaigai dam, the level was 21.85 ft.
(the maximum level is 71 ft.) with nil infl�ow and a
discharge of 89 cusecs. Combined storage in
Periyar credit was 1,167.26 mcft.

Water level in Mullaperiyar
dam stands at 111.25 feet

CPI(M) members organised a May Day rally here
on Tuesday. The rally went from municipal offi�ce
to the bus stand. Former district secretary
Kasinathadurai fl�agged off� the rally. Holding red
fl�ags in their hands, the party members raised
awareness slogans regarding workers’ rights. At a
public meeting, speeches were delivered on the
signifi�cance of May Day, which marked the
victorious struggle demanding an eight-hour
workday, rest, and sleep. During the rally, various
other demands, including full implementation of
the underground sewerage scheme in
Rameswaram, expediting the construction of a
bypass road to reduce traffi�c congestion within
the town area, and upgrading the government
hospital, were made.

CPI(M) organises May Day 
rally in Rameswaram 
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W ith the
AIADMK
MLAs de-
fecting to

the ruling Tamilaga Vetri
Kazhagam after losing
trust in their general secre-
tary and former Chief Mi-
nister Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami, Ambasamudram
MLA Esakki Subaya is the
latest to join this list as he
resigned his post and em-
braced the ruling party on
Tuesday.

Interestingly, Tirunelve-
li district with 5 Assembly
segments already has 3
TVK MLAs - R.S. Murughan
from Tirunelveli, Reddiyar-
patti V. Narayanan from
Nangnuneri and Satheesh
Christopher from Radhap-
uram - while DMK has won
Palayamkottai.

After joining the
AIADMK, Mr. Esakki Sub-
aya, one of the notable civil
contractors of Tamil Nadu
executing government
contracts, was fi�elded in
Ambasamudram in 2011.
When the novice comforta-
bly defeated DMK’s district
secretary R. Avudaiyappan
by a margin of 24,609
votes after garnering more
than 55% votes polled in
the Assembly election in

Ambasamudram consti-
tuency, Chief Minister J
Jayalalithaa inducted him
in her Cabinet as Minister
of Law, Courts and Prisons.

But his happiness did
not last long as he was
dropped from the Cabinet
on the 49th day of the
swearing in ceremony fol-
lowing charges against
him. Moreover, the an-
gered Jayalalithaa also de-
nied him ticket in the next
Assembly election in 2016.

After Jayalalithaa’s de-
mise, Mr. Esakki Subaya,
who was desperately wait-
ing for his political renais-
sance, joined T.T.V. Dhinak-
aran-led Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhagam in
2017 to become its organis-
ing secretary and was fi�eld-
ed as AMMK candidate in
South Chennai Parliamen-
tary constituency in 2019
only to bite dust.

Hence, he returned to
the AIADMK in 2019 itself
and got fi�elded in Ambasa-
mudram constituency in
2021 again to defeat Mr.
Avudaiyappan by a margin
of 16,915 votes.

The 2026 Assembly
polls held on April 23 too
went in Mr. Esakki Sub-
aya’s favour wherein he de-
feated Congress candidate
V.P. Durai by a margin of
10,245 votes.

Ambasamudram is now
facing a by-poll following
the resignation of Mr. Esak-
ki Subaya, who says that he
had resigned as AIADMK
MLA considering the “wel-
fare of Ambasamudram
citizens”.

“As a MLA, I should be
able to do something good
for every citizen of my con-
stituency, Ambasamu-
dram. Since I may not be
able to perform well as a
AIADMK MLA even as the
C. Joseph Vijay-led Tamila-
ga Vetri Kazhagam is in
power, I’ve resigned my
post to join the TVK. As a
TVK man, I can serve bet-
ter to the people of Amba-
samudram,” Mr. Esakki
Subaya says.

Unlike DMK or Congress
candidates, Mr. Esakki
Subaya, who has not done
anything big for his Amba-
samudram constituency

even though was a 3-time
MLA, is quite popular
among the voters owing to
his down-to-earth ap-
proach and has been ac-
cessible to the public. In all
likelihood, Mr. Esakki Sub-
aya is to be fi�elded again in
the upcoming by-poll as
TVK candidate.

Interestingly, TVK con-
testant for Ambasamu-
dram constituency in the
2026 Assembly poll, S. Ra-
jagopal polled 53,611 votes
to get third spot while Mr.
Esakki Subaya, as AIADMK
candidate, garnered
65,589 votes. Hence, he is
confi�dent of winning the
by-poll also.

However, the adjoining
Alangulam constituency
that elected P.H. Manoj
Pandian of AIADMK in the
2021 polls, did not repose
its faith in him this time
when he was fi�elded as
DMK contestant after de-
fecting to the ruling party.

When Mr. Esakki Subaya
joined the TVK on Tuesday
after resigning as MLA,
AIADMK’s State joint secre-
tary of propaganda wing
‘Popular’ Muthaiah and
party’s organising secre-
tary A.K. Srinivasan also
joined the 2-year-old party
in the presence of Minis-
ters K.A. Sengottaiyan and
Bussy Anand.

Ambasamudram seat
faces by-election after
AIADMK MLA resigns 
Esakki Subaya, who was elected from the constituency in Tirunelveli district on the AIADMK ticket
in the recently held elections, has defected and joined the ruling Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam

P. Sudhakar
TIRUNELVELI

The district with fi�ve
Assembly segments
already has three
TVK MLAs, R.S.
Murughan from
Tirunelveli,
Reddiyarpatti V.
Narayanan from
Nangnuneri and
Satheesh Christopher
from Radhapuram

A gazette notifi�cation has
been issued to allow farm-
ers to scoop out top soil
and clay free of cost from
403 identifi�ed irrigation
tanks belonging to the Wa-
ter Resources and Rural
Development Depart-
ments in Virudhunagar
district.

In a statement, Collec-
tor N. O. Sukhaputra said
that local farmers and pot-
ters could take top soil and
clay free of cost. Members
of the public could also
take them for other domes-
tic usage.

Eligible benefi�ciaries
can apply seeking permis-
sion through tnesevaitngo-
v.in The residence or farm
land of the applicants and
the identifi�ed irrigation
tank for desiltation should
be located within the juris-
diction of the same reve-
nue taluk.

Those who want to get
the soil for agricultural
purpose should own farm
land. The genuinity of the

potters applying for the
same would be verifi�ed by
the village administrative
offi�cers before permission
is granted for desilting.

The permission for de-
velopment of farm lands
by fi�lling them with top
soil, clay is allowed only
once in two years, the
statement said.

While 75 cubic metres of
soil could be taken for one
acre of wetland, 90 cubic
metres of soil could be ta-
ken for one acre of
dryland.

While potters can take
60 cubic metres and for
other domestic usage 30
cubic metres can be taken.

Tahsildars would give
permission for desilting
within 10 days of submis-
sion of applications, pro-
vided they meet all rules
and regulations.

After getting permis-
sion, the applicants should
approach the offi�cial in-
charge of the respective
water bodies and scoop
out top soil and clay at the
designated spots, the state-
ment said.

Farmers, potters
permitted to take top
soil, clay free of cost 
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S. Kishore Kumar, Bill Col-
lector of Tirumangalam
Municipality, along with
his friend S. Vengadeswa-
ran, was reportedly caught
on the charges of demand-
ing and accepting a bribe
of ₹�15,000 from A. Nagara-
jan of Pudhucherry for
processing his application
seeking fi�xing of property
tax for the house of his
wife.

According to police, af-
ter Mr. Nagarajan applied
for fi�xing of property tax
for his wife’s house, Kish-
ore Kumar demanded
₹�15,000 for processing the
application. 

Based on a complaint
from Mr. Nagarajan, the of-
fi�cials attached to the Di-
rectorate of Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption unit of
Madurai district registered
a case and laid a trap for
the accused.

Mr. Nagarajan handed
over the money to Venga-
deswaran who accepted it.
Later, the Bill Collector ad-
mitted that he had asked
his friend to receive the
money on his behalf.

Further investigation is
under way.

Bill Collector
caught on
bribery
charge
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A training class for census
offi�cers, incharge offi�cers,
additional incharge offi�c-
ers, and technical assis-
tants was organised here
on Tuesday In connection
with the Sivaganga District
Census Operations - 2027

Collector K. Porkodi,
who led the session, said,
“For the fi�rst time in Tamil
Nadu’s census history, self-
enumeration and digital
census methods are being
introduced. The self-en-
umeration process, where
the public can submit their
details on their own
through the internet por-
tal, will take place from Ju-
ly 17 to July 31.”

The Houselisting and
Housing Census opera-
tions, which would be con-
ducted door-to-door by en-
umerators, are scheduled
to take place from August 1
to August 30, she further
added.

“The District Collector
will function as the Princi-
pal Census Offi�cer for Siva-
ganga district, while the
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner will serve as
the Principal Census Offi�c-
er for the corporation area.
For rural and urban areas,
9 tahsildars, three munici-
pal commissioners, 9 town
panchayat executive Offi�c-
ers, and 12 Block Develop-
ment Offi�cers will function
as In-charge Offi�cers,” Ms.
Porkodi added.

Collector chairs
training session
for census offi�cers 
in Sivaganga 
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K. Anbuselvan, 44, of Kodi-
yakarai drowned in the sea
and three others from Na-
gapattinam district were
rescued after their fi�bre
boat capsized a few nauti-
cal miles off� the Kodiyaka-
rai coast after they set out
for fi�shing on Monday
afternoon. 

Fisherman
drowns 

The Hindu Bureau
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