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Global Lingayat Mahasabha and several Basava-oriented organisations 
felicitated the Registrar of Rani Channamma University, Santosh 
Kamagowda, and Syndicate Member Dr Mahantesh Kambar, congratulating 
them on the establishment of the Basava Studies Chair at the university

Dharwad tops state in share of high-risk 
pregnancies; B’gavi records highest caseload

Hassan, Dakshina Kannada and Bidar reported lower proportion of high-risk pregnancies

M A R X  T E J A S W I  @ Shivamogga

DHARWAD has reported the 
highest proportion of  high-risk 
pregnancies among the districts 
of  the state under the Pradhan 
Mantri Surakshit Matritva Ab-
hiyan (PMSMA), with nearly 
two out of  every three pregnant 
women screened being classified 
as high-risk, according to data 
tabled in the Lok Sabha on Fri-
day. While Belagavi recorded the 
highest absolute number of  
high-risk pregnancies, Dhar-
wad, Chikballapur and Kolar re-
ported the highest shares rela-
tive to the number of  women 
screened.

The figures, furnished by the 
Union Ministry of  Health and 
Family Welfare in response to an 
unstarred question from Shiv-
amogga MP B Y Raghavendra, 
show that Karnataka has record-
ed 35.13 lakh antenatal care regis-
trations under PMSMA since the 
scheme was launched in 2016. Of  
these, 12.28 lakh pregnancies 
were identified as high-risk, ac-
counting for nearly 35% of  all 
women screened in the state. 

Among districts, Dharwad re-
ported the highest share, with 
1,18,892 high-risk pregnancies 
identified out of  1,76,799 antena-
tal registrations, or roughly 67%. 
Kolar followed closely with 49,646 
high-risk pregnancies among 
79,665 women screened, while 

Chikballapur reported 47,664 
high-risk pregnancies out of  
76,282 antenatal registrations, 
both translating to around 62%. 

Belagavi, which recorded the 
highest number of  antenatal 
check-ups in the state at 3,59,159, 
also reported 1,92,339 high-risk 
pregnancies, or about 54% of  
women screened. Gadag reported 
52,317 high-risk pregnancies 
among 1,09,808 antenatal regis-
trations, while Bengaluru Urban 
recorded 77,791 high-risk preg-
nancies out of  1,81,870 women 
screened. 

In contrast, districts such as 
Hassan, Dakshina Kannada and 
Bidar reported comparatively 
lower proportions of  high-risk 
pregnancies. Hassan identified 
21,404 high-risk pregnancies 
among 1,50,399 women screened, 
Dakshina Kannada reported 
21,068 out of  83,309, and Bidar re-
ported 20,138 out of  92,553. 

Nationally, the government 
said 7.91 crore pregnant women 
have received antenatal care un-
der PMSMA since its launch, 
with 1.24 crore high-risk preg-
nancies identified. The ministry 
said PMSMA provides free spe-
cialist-led antenatal care on the 
ninth day of  every month and 
that identified high-risk pregnan-
cies are tracked through the ex-
tended e-PMSMA platform until 
45 days after delivery. The pro-
gramme also provides additional 

antenatal check-ups, SMS re-
minders, referral linkages and 
transport incentives for high-risk 
pregnant women. 

 The government also reported 
improvements in key maternal 
health indicators since the pro-
gramme’s introduction, includ-
ing a decline in India’s Maternal 
Mortality Ratio from 130 per one 
lakh live births in 2014-16 to 87 in 
2022-24, alongside increases in 
first-trimester antenatal registra-
tion, four or more antenatal visits 
and institutional deliveries which 
has increased to 90.6%. 

The data does not necessarily 
indicate poorer maternal health 
outcomes in these districts. High-
er proportions of  high-risk preg-
nancies could reflect more effec-
tive screening, differences in 
referral patterns, demographic 
factors, or a greater burden of  un-
derlying maternal health condi-
tions. The ministry’s reply does 
not explain the district-wise 
variations.

What is a high-risk pregnancy?
Pregnancies identified during an-
tenatal screening as having con-
ditions that increase the risk of  
complications for the mother or 
baby, requiring closer monitor-
ing, specialist care and timely re-
ferral. Under PMSMA, identified 
women are tracked until 45 days 
after delivery through the e-PMS-
MA platform. 

`1.93 cr fraud unearthed at Sambra Co-op society, secretary booked
Belagavi: A major financial fraud has come to light at the Yashwant Multipurpose 
Co-operative Society in Sambra of Belagavi taluk, where the society’s former secretary has 
been accused of embezzling nearly Rs 1.93 crore over more than a decade. According to the 
complaint filed by society president Dilipkumar Chavan, former secretary Bhujang Kedari Joi, 
a resident of Sambra, allegedly committed the fraud between April 20, 2012, and December 
16, 2023, while handling the society’s financial affairs. 

HIGH-RISK PREGNANCIES UNDER 
PMSMA IN KARNATAKA (SINCE 2016)

Pregnant women screened: 35.13 lakh

High-risk pregnancies identified: 12.28 lakh

High-risk share: 35% (1 in 3 women screened)

IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP  
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL


