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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

STATE BJP leaders urged 
Chief  Minister DK Shivaku-
mar to order a Central Bureau 
of  Investigation (CBI) probe 
into the alleged conspiracy tar-
geted at Dharmasthala and 
Dharmadhikari D Veerendra 
Heggade. 

BJP MLC CT Ravi has writ-
ten to the State Government to 
hand over the case to the CBI 
for a comprehensive and im-
partial investigation. “As this 
issue concerns the faith of  mil-
lions of  devotees, religious sen-
timents, and public trust, I urge 
the government to treat the 

matter with utmost serious-
ness and immediately recom-
mend a CBI investigation’’ he 
urged. 

According to him, the insti-
tution has set a national exam-
ple through its contributions in 
social service, education, 
healthcare and mass-feeding 
programmes. “Over the past 
few years, however, the people 
of  Karnataka have witnessed a 
continuous targeting, allega-
tions, propaganda and an at-
mosphere of  suspicion being 
created against both the insti-
t u t i o n  a n d  Ve e r e n d r a 
Heggade.”

He said the recent high court 
petition has given a serious and 

new dimension to the matter. 
“According to media reports, 
the petition names several indi-
viduals, including actor Pra-
kash Raj, Mahesh Shetty Tima-
rodi, Girish Mattannavar, 
Vitthal Gowda, Jayanth, and 
YouTubers Sameer MD and 
others. Now a serious allega-
tion has been made before the 
court that an organised and 
systematic conspiracy costing 
nearly Rs 200 crore was planned 
against Dharmasthala and also 
Heggade. Whether these allega-
tions are true or false must be 
determined through a proper 
investigation,” he said.

Ravi also questioned the 
source of  the money. 

Dharmasthala row: BJP demands CBI probe
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

INDIRA Lankesh (84), writer 
and the wife of  noted Kannada 
litterateur, journalist and 
Lankesh Patrike founder P 
Lankesh, passed away on Mon-
day morning due to age-related 
ailments.

Known for her close asso-
ciation with Karnataka’s 
literary and journalistic 
circles, Indira Lankesh 
had authored the memoir 
‘Huli Maavu Mattu Naanu’ (The 
Tamarind Tree and I), reflect-
ing on her life and experiences. 
She is survived by her son In-
drajit Lankesh and daughter 
Kavitha Lankesh, both film-
makers. Her elder daughter 
Gauri Lankesh, a journalist, 

was shot dead in 2017.
Chief  Minister DK Shivaku-

mar, condoling her death, said, 
“Indira Lankesh was the back-
bone of  P Lankesh’s achieve-
ments in literature, media and 
the film world. Alongside that, 
she had immersed herself  in 
business, writing and book pub-

lishing. Having lived a life 
with the unyielding deter-
mination of  a rock that nev-
er gave up its resolve, Indira 
Lankesh was an inspiration 
to all girls and women.”

Deputy CM G Parameshwara 
also condoled her death, saying 
Kannada literature and jour-
nalism lost another vital pillar 
whose contributions to litera-
ture, social thought and public 
life will not disappear from peo-
ple’s memories.

Indira Lankesh no more
CHINNA ACCUSES MATTANNAVAR, YOUTUBER OF 
INTIMIDATING HIS FAMILY MEMBERS
Mangaluru: THE Complainant in the alleged Dharmasthala burial case, 
Chinna CN, visited the office of the Special Investigation Team (SIT) in 
Belthangady, Dakshina Kannada, and the Dharmasthala police station 
on Monday and filed a complaint seeking action against Girish 
Mattannavar and a YouTuber for allegedly attempting to intimidate his 
family.  In the complaint, Chinna, a former sanitation worker in 
Dharmasthala, alleged that after he filed a writ petition in the High 
Court of Karnataka, Mattannavar and others allegedly contacted his 
family members with the intention of derailing the ongoing probe, 
influencing the witnesses, and attempting to meet him. “On June 12, a 
YouTuber named Abhishek contacted my relative Purushitham and 
asked about the writ petition. He kept asking who is behind the writ 
petition. He also asked to provide my contact number and wished to 
talk to me. He also tried to collect information about my family. He 
indirectly attempted to intimidate and pressurise,” Chinna stated in the 
complaint.  He further alleged that on the same night, Mattannavar 
contacted his wife’s sister’s son, Ravi, and attempted to collect 
information about the writ petition. ENS

Renowned environmental scientist and public health expert Dr Thuppil Venkatesh called for 
collective efforts to prevent lead poisoning among children, warning that excessive exposure 
can cause irreversible damage to brain development. He said children’s developing nervous 
systems are particularly vulnerable to lead exposure. “Increasing lead levels can damage 
brain cells, lower IQ, impair memory and trigger behavioural changes,” he said
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IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL

THE SECRET OF GETTING AHEAD IS 
GETTING STARTED ❯ MARK TWAIN


