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5-yr-old B’gavi girl is world’s 
youngest TEDx speaker
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Belagavi

BELAGAVI has earned global 
recognition with five-year-old 
Aarna S Jeevangoudar, a stu-
dent of  Birla International 
School, creating history by en-
tering the Guinness World 
Records as the World’s Young-
est TEDx Speaker. She achieved 
the remarkable feat at the age 
of  just 4 years and 287 days, 
making her one of  the youngest 
inspirational speakers on a glo-
bal platform.

The official Guinness World 
Records certificate was pre-
sented to Aarna by Belagavi 
Deputy Commissioner Moham-
mad Roshan in recognition of  
her outstanding achievement.

Aarna delivered her record-
breaking TEDx talk during the 
official TEDx event held at the 
Foundry Cluster in Belagavi on 
August 30, 2025. Speaking on 
the theme “No Boundaries for 
Learning,” she inspired the au-

dience by sharing her learning 
journey and highlighting the 
importance of  curiosity, crea-
tivity, and self-belief. Her mes-
sage emphasized that passion 
and a positive mindset can help 
children achieve extraordinary 
success regardless of  age.

Apart from the Guinness 
World Record, Aarna is also a 
two-time India Book of  Records 
holder. She has been recognised 

as the Youngest TEDx Speaker 
from India and for flawlessly 
reciting all Indian national 
symbols  within  just  30 
seconds.

Her parents credited Birla In-
ternational School for nurtur-
ing talent beyond academics 
and expressed special gratitude 
to Manjeet and Lakshmi Khi-
lari for their constant encour-
agement and guidance.

Students brave incessant rain to 
join nationwide protest over NEET
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@B e l a g a v i

BRAVING persistent rain, a large 
number of  students and school-
children gathered at Rani Chan-
namma Circle on Thursday, join-
ing the nationwide protests over 
the alleged NEET paper leak and 
demanding accountability, trans-
parency and reforms to protect 
the integrity of  competitive 
examinations.

The youth-led demonstration 
began around 11 am and contin-

ued until nearly 2 pm, with par-
ticipants remaining at the venue 
despite the downpour. Waving 
the Indian tricolour and carry-
ing placards and banners, stu-
dents filled the area with patri-
otic songs and chants of  ‘Vande 
Mataram’ and ‘Inquilab Zinda-
bad,’ underscoring what organis-
ers described as a movement to 
defend merit and fairness in 
education.

The protest echoed demands 
being raised across the country, 
including the resignation of  Un-

ion Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, a time-bound 
and transparent investigation 
into the alleged NEET paper 
leak, stringent action against 
those responsible and `1 crore 
compensation for the families of  
students who allegedly lost their 
lives in connection with the con-
troversy. Protesters also con-
demned the police action against 
students during demonstrations 
in Delhi on July 20, describing it 
as unconstitutional.

Addressing the gathering, a 

protester urged those who had 
successfully cleared the exami-
nation to stand in solidarity with 
fellow aspirants affected by the 
controversy, saying the issue ex-
tended beyond individual suc-
cess and concerned the credibil-
ity of  the country’s examination 
system. Another student ex-
pressed frustration over what 
participants described as the 
government’s lack of  accounta-
bility, arguing that students de-
served clear answers and swift 
action.

Students staging a protest at Chennamma Circle in Belagavi on Thursday

Congress govt cancelled over 1,300 PMAY 
houses in Belagavi South: MLA
Belagavi: BJP leader and Belagavi South MLA Abhay Patil 
has levelled serious allegations against the state 
government, claiming that it has cancelled more than 1,300 
houses sanctioned under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
(PMAY) in the Belagavi South Assembly constituency. 
Addressing the media here on Thursday, Patil described the 
Congress government as ‘anti-people’ and accused it of 
depriving economically weaker sections of their rightful 
housing benefits. Patil said that during the BJP government’s 
tenure, a total of 1,748 houses were sanctioned under the 
PMAY for beneficiaries in Belagavi South constituency. Of 
these, construction of around 450 houses had already begun 
and was progressing. However, he alleged that after the 
Congress assumed office, the remaining 1,300 sanctioned 
houses were cancelled, leaving hundreds of deserving 
families without a permanent home. “The Congress 
government has not only failed to sanction new houses for 
the poor but has also scrapped the houses that had already 
been approved by the previous government,” he added. He 
further claimed that under the PMAY, nearly 1,500 houses are 
generally sanctioned every year for eligible beneficiaries in 
the constituency. Based on this norm, Belagavi South should 
have received around 4,500 new houses over the last four 
years. “Instead of continuing the scheme and ensuring 
housing for the poor, the Congress government has denied 
fresh allocations and cancelled previously sanctioned houses. 
This is a grave injustice to the underprivileged,” he said. 

Deputy Commissioner Mohammad Roshan felicitating five-year-old Aarna 
Jeevangoudar for her achievement in Belagavi 

Heavy rains that lashed across Dakshina Kannada caused minor landslides and damage 
to public and private properties. Due to heavy rain till Thursday evening, as many as 35 
electric poles were uprooted in the district. With this, a total of 2,282 electric poles and 
12 transformers have been damaged from June 1 till now in the district.


