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Film chamber 
tightens ICC 
norms on sets
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE Kerala Film Chamber of  
Commerce has decided to 
strengthen Internal Complaints 
Committees (ICCs) in all film 
shooting locations. As part of  
the move, the Chamber has di-
rected that ICCs submit de-
tailed minutes of  the events 
and happenings to it before the 
film certification process to en-
sure safe and accountable work-
ing environments on all sets.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held in Kochi on Thurs-
day, Suresh Kumar, the presi-
dent of  the Kerala Film 
Chamber, said that film projects 
that do not submit the minutes 
report will not be permitted to 
seek film certification. “There 
should be an announcement 
about the constitution of  the IC 
and its members on shooting 
locations. The persons con-
cerned should ensure that the 
crew are aware of  the commit-
tee. They should also be urged 
to report any incidents of  har-
assment, he said, directing the 
internal committee to inter-
vene in issues on shooting sets 
and prepare a detailed report.

Minister orders statewide safety  
audit after hospital wall collapse
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

A DAY after seven people were 
killed in the compound wall col-
lapse at Bowring Hospital in 
Bengaluru, Medical Education 
and Skill Development Minister 
Dr. Sharanprakash R Patil on 
Thursday ordered a safety audit 
of  all government hospital build-
ings and compound walls across 
Karnataka.

Visiting the accident site, the 

minister reviewed the situation
with officials and medical offic-
ers and directed them to submit
a detailed structural assessment 
report. He said an inquiry into 
the incident is underway under 
the supervision of  the Public 
Works Department (PWD) chief  
engineer, and further action will 
be taken based on the findings.

Patil said an expert team 
would inspect hospital infra-
structure across the state, in-
cluding major government hos-

pitals in Bengaluru, to identify 
structural risks and prevent 
similar incidents.

Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah 
has announced compensation 
of  �5 lakh each for the families of  
those who died in the tragedy. 
The minister also instructed 
doctors to ensure proper treat-
ment for the injured and said the 
government would take all pre-
cautionary measures to 
strengthen safety in public 
hospitals.

Official apathy: Man consumes poison at govt office
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi 

UPSET over the delay in clearing 
his application for land conver-
sion, a man allegedly attempted 
suicide at the regional commis-
sioner’s office here on Thursday 
by drinking poison.

Rudrayya Amminabavimath, 50, 
a resident of  Ranebennur in Ha-
veri district, was rushed to Bela-
gavi Institute of  Medical Sciences 
(BIMS) Hospital by some staff  at 
the commissioner’s office.

According to sources, Rudrayya 

applied for conversion of  his two 
acres of  land several months ago. 
Earlier, he submitted an applica-
tion at the Haveri deputy commis-
sioner’s office. But the officials 
there reportedly informed him 
that the land conversion process 
could not be initiated because of  
some technical issues.

After this, Rudrayya approached 
the officials at the regional com-
missioner’s office, seeking their 
intervention in the matter. Though 
he visited the office several times, 
his application was not cleared. Rudrayya Amminabavimath being shifted to an ambulance in Belagavi 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

2 Kottayam sisters working in US found dead in Kanyakumari sea
Kanyakumari: Two sisters from Kerala were found dead in the sea at Vavathurai in Kanyakumari on 
Thursday. The two, who had been working in the US, came to Kanyakumari as tourists on April 26. As the 
duo did not return to the hotel they were put up, their family made a missing complaint to the Kanyakumari 
police. On Thursday noon, Kanyakumari Marine Police found their bodies near the groynes in the Vavathurai 
area. The police retrieved the bodies and sent them to Kanyakumari Government Medical College and 
Hospital for postmortem examination. According to police sources, the postmortem would be held on 
Friday. The deceased were identified as Ani Philip, 34, and Meera Philip, 31, from Kottayam, Kerala. They 
had come to Kerala on a vacation trip to visit tourist places. 

Marine fish landing in the 
state touches 6.24L tonnes
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P 1

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

PELAGIC fish dominated the 
catch with a 54% share, fol-
lowed by demersal resources, 
crustaceans, and molluscs.

Kerala’s marine fish catch 
stood at 6.24 lakh tonnes in 
2025, accounting for around 
17% of  India’s total marine fish 
production. Threadfin breams 
and cephalopods landings reg-
istered a significant growth of  
27% and 16%, respectively, in 
the state. However, there was a 
decline in the landing of  pe-
naeid shrimps and ribbon fish. 
Oil sardine, Indian mackerel, 
anchovies, threadfin breams 
and penaeid shrimps were the 
top five resources landed in 
Kerala in 2025. 

Ernakulam district contrib-
uted the highest share (29%) of  
catch  followed by Kollam (25%) 
and Kozhikode (18%). Among 
landing centres, Neendakara in 
Kollam emerged as the top con-
tributor with around 70,000 
tonnes, followed by Munam-
bam with 64,000 tonnes. 

“Favourable environmen-
tal conditions played a 
crucial role in support-
ing the revival of  
small pelagic fish 
stocks during the pe-
riod. This ecological 
advantage was further 
reinforced by regulated 
fishing pressure, leading to 
the necessary time and space 
for recovery”, said Grinson 
George.  

Marine fish landings gener-
ated an estimated income of  
`69,254 crore at the landing cen-
tres across the country, and 
`97,702 crore at the retail level, 
indicating strong market de-

mand. The income at landing 
centres rose by 10.45% while 

the revenue at retail level 
rose by 8.43%.

In Kerala, the total 
value at the landing 
centre level was esti-
mated at `12,665 (up 

17.8%) and `16,681 (up 
11.1%) at the retail centre 

level. National marketing ef-
ficiency improved to 70.88%, 
with Kerala recording the high-
est marketing ef ficiency 
(72.83%). Heads of  research di-
visions J Jayasankar, Shoba 
Joe Kizhakudan, K S Sobhana, 
Josileen Jose, V V R Suresh and 
Krupesha Sharma were present 
at the press briefing.

FISH LANDING 
STATISTICS

India’s marine 
fish production
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India revenue at fish landing 
centre: J69,254 crore

Retail level: J97,702 crore

Kerala revenue at landing 
centre: J12,665 crore

Retail level: J16,681 crore

Highest contributor among 
landing centres in Kerala

Neendakara: 70,000 tonnes

Munambam: 64,000 tonnes

Kerala records highest 
marketing efficiency of 
72.83%

National average: 70.88%

Court rejects 
plea seeking 
postal ballots 
to voters on 
election duty
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE KERALA High Court on 
Thursday rejected the plea of  
the Joint Council of  State 
Service Organisation, Kerala 
NGO Union, and others seek-
ing a directive to the Election 
Commission to allow election
duty officers who have not yet
received postal ballots to cast 
their votes before May 4, the 
counting day. 

Justice K V Jayakumar held 
that “interference of  the court
at this advanced stage of  the
electoral process, by way of  
an interim order, is not 
warranted. 

“The interim orders sought 
for are declined.” The peti-
tioners argued that a total of  
20,411 officers on election 
duty were deprived of  their 
right to vote due to the non-
availability of   postal ballots 
at the designated vote facilita-
tion centres.

Deepu Lal Mohan, counsel 
for the Election Commission, 
opposed the plea and submit-
ted that postal ballots are cur-
rently stored in the strong 
room as per the  prescribed 
procedure. 

Those strong rooms will re-
main sealed until the  com-
mencement of  counting at 8 
am on May 4,  and hence any 
attempt  to reopen, access or 
alter the status of  postal bal-
lot prior to the counting would 
directly compromise the sanc-
tity, secrecy and irrevocabili-
ty of  the  electoral process.

Schools find it difficult to ensure 
fitness protocol; CS to chair meet
Clearances from KSEB, fire & rescue, health, local self government, forest and MVD must

A S W I N  A S O K  K U M A R  @ T’Puram

MOVES to make corrections 
from the past lapses appear to 
have faced concerns of  practi-
cality, as authorities of  various 
schools have reported difficulty 
in the new fitness certification 
process. Unlike in the previous 
years, the schools will now have 
to obtain clearances from mul-
tiple bodies, including KSEB, 
fire & rescue, health, local self  
government, forest, and MVD, 
according to a circular issued 
by the health department in No-
vember 2025. However, with 
schools set to reopen within a 
month, many institutions are 
finding it difficult to get the pa-
perwork done. With the con-
cerns reaching the top brass of  
administration, chief  secretary 
A Jayatilak will soon convene a 
meeting with the secretaries of  
the departments concerned to 
address the issue.

“This is the first time that 
schools are getting such a circu-
lar. While earlier we had to con-
tact the local body authorities 
and obtain the fitness certifi-
cate after inspections, school of-
ficials will have to contact agen-
cies concerned, ensure their 
visit to schools, collect their ap-
provals and hand them over to 
the local bodies. All of  this 

needs to be completed before 
June, making it a tedious 
project,” a school principal told 
TNIE.

However, officials from the 
general education department 
said that many headmasters 
have shared the same opinion. 
“The new process is an ideal 
one for sure, but a time-consum-
ing and thereby an impractical 
one. Schools are trying their 
best to get all these clearances 
done, as the funding for teach-
ers’ salaries will only be pro-
vided for those with fitness cer-

tificates,” department sources 
said. While the current fitness 
certification system only looks 
for structurally stable buildings 
that can withstand harsh cli-
mates, which will be vetted by 
the local bodies concerned, the 
education department also is-
sues guidelines that are to be 
monitored by the school PTA. 
“The spirit of  everything man-
dated by the health department 
is already there in these guide-
lines. But the formal process is 
what makes it complicated for 
schools,” the source added.

Apart from the usual process, 
the education department has 
also issued a School Safety 
Manual, which encompasses 
more aspects, including protec-
tion from drug abuse and sexu-
al harassment.

The new norms issued by the 

health department include a 
clearance from the forest de-
partment that snake entry 
points have been eliminated, 
and rodent control and waste 
management measures have 
been implemented. The depart-
ment also needs to verify that 
contacts of  snake handlers are 
displayed in the school, and the 
staff  are familiarised with the 
SARPA app.

KSEB has been asked to en-
sure that no exposed electric 
posts are placed near the 
schools. The engineering wing 
of  the local self-government de-
partment will ensure that all 
buildings of the schools are 
structurally stable and that all 
overgrown, dangerous trees 
have been pruned or removed. 
Notably, a report by the local 
self-government department 
had found in September 2025 
that 1,157 schools in the state 
had unfit buildings, of  which 
875 were government and 262 
aided schools.

The MVD authorities will 
also ensure that all school vehi-
cles are certified by the authori-
ties. The fire & rescue depart-
ment will verify the installation 
of  functional fire extinguishers 
in schools and that teachers and 
students are trained to use 
them.

� KSEB has been asked to 
ensure that no exposed 

electric posts are placed near 
the schools.

� The fire & rescue 
department will verify the 

installation of functional fire 
extinguishers in schools and 
that teachers and students 

are trained to use them.

Tough task ahead

Congress Kerala @INCKerala
Adani Bhakts who defend the destruction of Great Nicobar project 
calling the sea as India’s strait of Hormuz are clueless about where 
Nicobar is. Adani needs to hire a better social media agency.
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