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Metro registers record op profit on 
higher ridership, non-fare revenue
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

RECORDING another mile-
stone in its journey, Kochi Met-
ro registered a record opera-
tional profit of  Rs 52.64 crore in 
financial year 2025-26 -- its 
fourth consecutive year of  op-
erational profitability. At the 
same time, the operation’s net 
loss declined from Rs 430.50 
crore in 2024-25 to Rs 352.49 
crore in 2025-26.

Commissioning of  the sec-
ond phase, which will connect 
the city with SmartCity and In-
fopark in Kakkanad, will result 
in higher operational profit, 
said Loknath Behera, manag-
ing director of  Kochi Metro 
Rail Ltd (KMRL), which oper-
ates the service. Average daily 
ridership crossed the one-lakh 
mark this year, touching a high 
of  1.01 lakh. “As more people 
choose the metro for their daily 
commute, fare revenue has con-
tinued to grow, directly contrib-
uting to higher operational 

profits,” a KMRL press release 
said. The steady increase in 
passenger demand has prompt-
ed KMRL to introduce ad-
ditional train services 
during peak hours, the 
release said. 

“Kochi Metro’s fi-
nancial resilience has 
also been strengthened 
by its innovative approach 
to generating non-fare revenue. 
Of  the total operational reve-
nue of  Rs 224.65 crore in 2025–
26, Rs 76.33 crore -- nearly 34% 

-- came from non-fare sources, 
including station commerciali-
sation, advertising, property 

development and other in-
novative initiatives. This 
has made Kochi Metro 
one of  the leading met-
ro systems in the coun-
try in terms of  diversi-

fying revenue streams 
beyond ticket sales,” Be-

hera said. He added that KMRL 
has consistently focused on 
making the metro an inclusive 
and people-friendly public 

transport system. “Barrier-free 
stations, universal accessibility 
for persons with disabilities, 
facilities for senior citizens, en-
hanced safety measures for 
women, seamless integration 
with feeder services and the 
Water Metro, and customer-
centric initiatives have made 
the metro the preferred mode 
of  transport for an increasing 
number of  people,” the KMRL 
MD said.

Despite operating on a com-
paratively shorter corridor 
than many metro systems in 
India, Kochi Metro has emerged 
as one of  the few metro rail sys-
tems in the country to achieve 
sustained operational profita-
bility within a relatively short 
period, he added.  “The remark-
able turnaround — from an op-
erational loss in its early years 
to four consecutive years of  op-
erational profit — reflects KM-
RL’s commitment to operation-
al excellence, and continuous 
innovation,” Behera said.

Wetland plots allotted to Vallarpadam 
project evictees to be made habitable
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

AFTER a long wait, those displaced 
by the Vallarpadam International 
Container Transshipment Termi-
nal (ICTT) project experienced 
some respite when, on Friday, a 
meeting chaired by the district col-
lector decided to make the marshy 
plots of  land allocated to them hab-
itable by depositing soil. It had been 
a longstanding demand of  the dis-
lodged families, who had been rais-
ing their voices against the injus-
tice of  being allotted marshy land 
as compensation.

A committee headed by executive 
engineer of  the Public Works De-
partment (PWD) will be responsible 
for implementing the action plan. 
Members of  the committee will in-
clude executive engineer of  Cochin 
Port Trust (CPT), chief  engineer of  
Kochi Metro Rail Ltd (KMRL), teh-
sildar, police, and representatives 
of  protesters.

“The PWD will be responsible for 
determining the quantity of  soil re-
quired for the plots, besides trans-
porting and compacting it. CPT will 
provide the soil. After the soil is 
filled, KMRL will carry out checks 

to ensure the land has the required 
strength for construction of  a 
house,” said Francis Kalathunkal, 
general convenor, Moolampilly Re-
habilitation Package Coordination 
Committee.

According to him, a high-level 
meeting will be convened soon with 
the participation of  ministers, MPs, 
MLAs and the district collector to 

discuss employment issues faced by 
the displaced. “We have demanded 
that at least one person from the dis-
placed families be part of  the 
project. The scrap metal kept by 
Mulavukad police at the Mulavukad 
rehabilitation land will also be re-
moved within two weeks.

Nearly 185 of  the 316 families who 
had been evicted from Mulavukad, 
Moolampilly, Kothad, Cheranalloor, 
Eloor, Vaduthala, Kadungalloor, 
Elamakkara and Ponekkara for the 
ICTT project had been provided 
wetland plots in Thuthiyoor Adar-
shan Nagar, Thuthiyoor Indira Na-
gar and Mulavukad. Unable to con-
struct houses on the land, the 
displaced families had sought alter-
native arrangements. 

The meeting also directed the Na-
tional Highways Authority of  India 
(NHAI) to grant free toll passes on 
the container route to those who 
have given up land. 

The collector directed CPT to 
write to the Central Income Tax De-
partment to return the income tax 
deducted from the compensation 
amount received by evicted  
families in violation of  the state 
government order.

94g of MDMA 
seized from 
Kochi, Alappuzha
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @Kochi

EXCISE officials have arrested 
two persons in connection with 
the seizure of  94g of  MDMA in 
Kochi and Alappuzha. The ac-
cused have been identified as 
Mohammed Shafi and Saritha, 
both natives of  Alappuzha.

The seizure was made on 
Thursday during a raid led by 
the Ernakulam Excise team fol-
lowing a tip-off  that the ac-
cused were storing and selling 
the contraband. Officials first 
searched a hotel room in Kochi 
where Shafi was staying and 
recovered about 69g of  MDMA. 
Shafi was then taken into cus-
tody from the hotel.

During questioning, officials 
learnt that Saritha had been 
staying with Shafi in the hotel 
room. She was later traced and 
arrested in Ernakulam.

The excise team also searched 
her house in Alappuzha, where 
they seized more than 25g of  
MDMA. With the latest seizure, 
the total quantity of  MDMA  
recovered in the case has 
reached 94g.

Four held with MDMA
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

FOUR persons, including two women, were arrest-
ed with 4.48g of  MDMA during a special drive un-
der ‘Operation Toofan – Narco Hunt’, conducted 

by the Kochi city police. 
The arrested are Rijoy Bexson 
F r a n c i s ,  2 3  o f   
Maradu, Binu Mohanan, 32, of  
Vadavucode, Sandra Anjali, 24, 
of  Panangad, and Parvathi V, 25, 

of  Haripad, Alappuzha. 
The contraband was seized from a 

house on Punathi Road in Vennala. 
The operation was carried out by the Kochi 
 city District Anti-Narcotics Special Action Force 
(DANSAF) team led by Narcotic Cell Assistant  
Commissioner T D Sunilkumar under the supervi-
sion of  DCPs Ashwathi Jiji and Arun K Pavithran, 
on directions of  Kochi City Police Commissioner  
Kaliraj Mahesh Kumar.

CNS visits Kochi Naval Base
 E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi 

ADMIRAL Krishna Swami-
nathan, who assumed office as 
the Chief  of  Naval Staff  (CNS) 
on May 31, arrived at Kochi Na-
val Base, the headquarters of  
the Southern Naval Command 
(SNC), for a two day visit on 
Wednesday. 
He was received by Flag Offic-
er Commanding in Chief  Vice 
Admiral Sameer Saxena on 
arrival. 
The navy chief, who reviewed 
the operational activities and 
training initiatives, was also 
briefed about the SNC’s key  
capabil i ty  enhancement 
projects.

 The CNS returned after the 
visit on Thursday. The visit re-
inforces the Indian Navy’s  
commitment to build itself  into 
an agile, adaptive and techni-
cally-skilled force that is adept 
at executing challenges across 
the full spectrum of  naval op-
erations, the Navy said in a 
release.

IT’S POURING
A woman descends the rain-soaked steps of the Marine Drive footbridge as stray 
dogs seek shelter during a monsoon shower in Kochi on Friday evening |  T P SOORAJ

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
India remains a democratic nation where dissent cannot be crushed with force or silenced through intimida-
tion. The Congress (@INCIndia) party and our leaders stand firmly with @RahulGandhi ji in calling out this 
attack on students’ voice and their right to speak up. Suppressing the youth today will not change the fact 
that India’s future belongs to them, not to those who fear their questions.Democracy will not be silenced.
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The average daily ridership crossed the one-lakh mark this year, touching a high of 1.01 lakh

NET LOSS: 2024-25: I430.50 cr 2025-26:  I352.49 cr

NUMBER TRAIL

L5.35 cr - Kochi Metro’s first-
ever operating profit posted in 
2022-23. Operating loss in 
2021-22 came in at I34.94 cr

L22.94 cr - Operating profit 
registered in 2023-24

L33.34 cr - Operating profit in 
2024-25 

L52.64 cr - Operating profit in 
2025-26 

2025-26 figures
Total operational revenue: 
L224.65 cr 

Earnings from non-fare 
sources: LI76.33 cr

The PWD will be 
responsible for determining 
the quantity of soil, besides 

transporting and compacting it. CPT 
will provide the soil. After the soil is 
filled, KMRL will carry out checks  
- Francis Kalathunkal, general convenor, 
Moolampilly Rehabilitation Package 
Coordination Committee

The plan
A meeting chaired by the 
district collector decided to 
make the marshy plots of land 
habitable by depositing soil. A 
committee headed by 
executive engineer of the PWD 
will be responsible for 
implementing the action plan
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER, CENTRAL IRRIGATION CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR
‘e’ Procurement Notice No. ACECIC - 01/2026-27

Procurement 
Officer

Bid 
Identific-
aion No.

Name of Work
Cost of 

Work (Rs. 
in Lakhs)

Bid 
Security 

(Rs.) E.M.D

Cost of Bid 
documents 

(Rs)

Class of 
Contractor

Bid documents available 
online for bidding

Date of 
opening of 

Technical Bid

Period of 
completion 

of workFrom To

ACE, CIC, 
Bhubaneswar

NID-
01/2026-27

Protection to Scoured 
Bank on Kuakhai left from 
RD.5.250 Km to 5.850 Km

843.21
843210/- 
(On line)

10000/- 
(Online)

“A” & 
“Special” 

Class

05.08.2026 
at 10.00 
hours

24.08.2026 
at 17.00 
Hours

25.08.2026 
at 11.00 
Hours

12 (Twelve 
Calendar 
Month)

e-mail ID: -secic_dowr@yahoo.com
Further details conditions can be seen from Govt. website www.tenderorissa.gov.in Sd/- Additional Chief Engineer

Central Irrigation CircleOIPR-32001/32160/1/26-27/0001

32001/634/2627


