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Shifty shelters! How rented houses
facilitate Ernakulam’s drugrackets

Here narcotics can be stored, repackaged and distributed before occupants move on

JOSE K JOSEPH @Kochi

THE rented house in Cheranal-
loor looked like any other in a
neighbourhood of tenants. So
did the flat in Perumbavoor,
where police later recovered
nearly %18 crore worth of hy-
brid ganja.

But investigators say such
premises are increasingly be-
coming temporary nodes in Er-
nakulam’s drug networks —
places where narcotics can be
stored, repackaged and distrib-
uted before occupants move
on.

“They do not necessarily
need a permanent base. Once
they feel a location has been
compromised, they move else-
where. That makes tracking
their movements more diffi-
cult,” a senior police officer in-
volved in narcotics investiga-
tions said.

In Cheranalloor, cops raided
a rented house and arrested
two suspected drug suppliers,
recovering 14.63g of MDMA. In-
vestigators then examined
their financial transactions
and digital trails to identify the
wider network.

In Perumbavoor, Ernakulam
Rural police seized around 18kg
of hybrid ganja, valued at %18
crore, from a rented flat. Police
first intercepted an accused
carrying around 1.5kg before
tracing another 16.5kg to the
premises. The couple staying
there had reportedly moved in
just two weeks earlier. The

June - Perumbavoor: Police
seize 18kg of hybrid ganja
worth Rs 18 crore from a
rented flat, where occupants
had reportedly moved in two
weeks earlier

July - Cheranalloor: Police
raid rented house and arrest
two suspected suppliers,
recovering 14.63g of MDMA

July - Ponjassery,
Perumbavoor: Police arrest
alleged heroin trafficking
kingpin who reportedly used
multiple rented houses;
hundreds of bottles allegedly
used to repackage heroin
recovered from one

August - Vazhakkulam,
Perumbavoor: Police detain
key accused in connection with
51kg of ganja seized from
rented house, with the probe
pointing to an interstate
supply network

August - Vennala, Kochi:
Dansaf raids rented house
during an MDMA investigation
and recovers 4.88g of MDMA, a
digital weighing scale and
packaging sachets allegedly
used for drug distribution.

probe subsequently expanded
into an alleged international
trafficking network.

“It is practically impossible
to identify each and every resi-

81 buses face heat for tax
dues, licence violations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

THE motor vehicles depart-
ment’s IMVD) enforcement wing
has registered cases against 81
private stage-carriage buses for
various violations during a dis-
trict-wide inspection in Ernaku-
lam on Tuesday. A total of 110
buses were inspected. The de-
partment also collected %1.21
lakh in fines. The inspections

were conducted at several major
locations, including Aluva, Kala-
massery, Chittoor, Mamangalam,
Kacheripady, Kombara, Kochi,
Mattancherry, Fort Kochi and
Tripunithura. The violations
ranged from non-payment of
road tax, driving without valid
driving licence, working as con-
ductor without licence and use
of unauthorised music systems
in buses.

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS -

They do not necessarily need
a permanent base. Once
they feel a location has been
compromised, they move
elsewhere. That makes
tracking their movements
more difficult

A senior police officer

dence used to store drugs,” the
officer said.

The Perumbavoor assistant
superintendent of police stays
in the same building complex,
yet the accused allegedly stored
a large quantity of narcotics in
their flat without immediately
coming under suspicion.

Other cases show how rented
accommodation can serve dif-
ferent purposes. In a heroin-
trafficking case, Rural police
arrested an alleged kingpin
who investigators said had
used several rented houses. A
search of one of the homes
near Perumbavoor reportedly
yielded hundreds of small bot-
tles allegedly used to repackage
heroin. In another case, a sus-
pected peddler allegedly used a

rented house in Perumbavoor
to sell ganja. An excise case in-
volved an alleged MDMA sup-
plier who investigators said
travelled to Ernakulam, rented
rooms and sold the drug.

Once a suspect is identified,
police examine phone records,
digital payments, vehicle move-
ments and financial transac-
tions to reconstruct their
movements.

The pattern also exposes a
limitation in tenant verifica-
tion. Landlords generally re-
tain copies of identity docu-
ments, but cannot reasonably
be expected to determine
whether every prospective oc-
cupant has links to a criminal
network.

“A landlord cannot be expect-
ed to conduct a criminal inves-
tigation into every prospective
tenant. But proper tenant veri-
fication and timely sharing of
information with police can be-
come valuable when a criminal
network is detected,” a police
officer said.

Ernakulam’s urban network
that closely connects the conur-
bation spanning Kochi, Aluva,
Kalamassery, Perumbavoor
and Angamaly also allows ped-
dlers to shift accommodation
without losing access to suppli-
ers, customers or transport
links. The cases point to the
same blind spot: a drug net-
work does not need a ware-
house or permanent base.
Sometimes, an ordinary rented
home would do.

D

Docs boycott work at Palakkad medcollege over lack of basic facilities

House surgeons at Palakkad Government Medical College staged a protest by boycotting duty on Tuesday,
citing severe deficiencies in basic medical facilities at the institution. The protest was triggered following
anincident on Monday in which two doctors were injured in an accident on the medical college campus.

White froth in Periyar raises fresh
pollution worries; PCB vows action

ANU KURUVILLA @ Kochi

WHITE froth that was detected
in the Periyar at Pathalam regu-
lator-cum-bridge on Tuesday
morning has raised further
questions about the level of pol-
lutants in the river’s waters. On
noticing the foam, local resi-
dents notified the Kerala State
Pollution Control Board. KSPCB
officials arrived at the site and
collected samples that have been
sent for testing.

A similar occurrence was re-
ported on August 22, said Shibu
Manuel, member of the Green
Action Force. “However, once
the shutters are opened, the evi-
dence related to the pollution
vanishes. Today was no differ-
ent. The PCB officials collected
samples. Since the entire stretch
has a large number of bone-
meal and chicken-waste render-
ing factories, it is not surprising
that effluents could have been
dumped into the river,” he said.

“PCB officials have been col-
lecting random samples. We
hope the test results will help
identify the reason behind the
froth and discolouration of the
water,” said A D Sujil, former
chairperson of Eloor
municipality.

Reacting to the frequent ap-
pearance of froth and discolour-
ation of Periyar water along the
Eloor-Edayar industrial belt,
KSPCB chairperson Sreekala S
said the board has been monitor-
ing the quality of river water.
“We will initiate action against
those responsible once the test
results of the collected samples
emerge. The chemical analysis
will help us zero in on the facto-

Frotlh and foam in the Periyar near Péthalam regulator-cum-bridge on TLiesday

PCB officials have been
collecting random samples.
We hope the test results will
help identify the reason
behind the froth and
discolouration of the water

A D Sujil, ex-chairperson
of Eloor municipality

ry that might have dumped ef-
fluents in the river,” she told
TNIE.

Questions over ETA of ETP

Even as the Periyar, a drinking
water source for millions of resi-
dents of Kochi and suburbs, con-
tinues to bear the brunt of un-
treated effluents being illegally
dumped in it, procedures associ-
ated with the setting up of an ef-
fluent treatment plant (ETP)
near Kuzhikandam Thodu (a
tributary of the river in Eloor)
seem to be moving forward. The
plant was proposed to deal with
waste discharged from indus-
tries and Aluva market. Recently,
the Kerala High Court expressed
dissatisfaction with PCB’s time-
line for setting up the ETP.
According to Sreekala, things
are moving forward. “The proc-
ess associated with selection of a
project management consultant

(PMC) has been completed. Now,
the next step involves tender no-
tification. And steps in this re-
gard have also been initiated,”
she said. As per the proposed
timeline submitted by the PCB,
the construction of the ETP
would begin by August 2027.

Meanwhile, the PCB has is-
sued notices to around 20 indus-
tries operating in the Eloor-Eda-
yar industrial belt for violation
of air pollution norms. Accord-
ing to the chairperson, the no-
tices were issued on Tuesday af-
ter the PCB found that these
industries had been lax in air
stack maintenance.

“The people’s representatives
had complained about foul smell
in the area during a recent meet-
ing of stakeholders. After receiv-
ing the complaint, an inspection
revealed that these industries
had indeed not carried out the
routine maintenance works on
their air stacks. This resulted in
the foul smell and the resultant
air pollution. Notices have been
issued to the units directing them
to carry out maintenance work
on the air stacks. If the indus-
tries fail to carry out the direc-
tive, closure notices will be is-
sued,” Sreekala said.

Ayyappankavu bypoll: Cong confident, LDF says mood has changed

GOPIKA VARRIER @Kochi

WITH the state election com-
mission announcing the date
for local body by-elections in
the state, political parties have
begun preparations.

In Kochi corporation, Ayyap-
pankavu (ward 19) is set to go to
polls following the resignation
of councilor and deputy mayor
Deepak Joy, who was elected
the Tripunithura MLA.

Ayyappankavu has tradition-

ally sided with UDF, barring
once, in 2005, when LDF candi-
date C M Azeez won after se-
curing 1,751 votes. “Though
Ayyappankavu is a Con-
gress stronghold, things

are different this time.

The by-election was un-

wanted one as an elect-

ed councilor, who be-

came deputy mayor, was

made to resign. We believe

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

No.MAR-ESTAOCODE(ENBN)/1/2026-Marine.

there is resentment among peo-
ple against the Congress’ deci-
sion and it will become evident
in the bypoll,” said CPM leader

and former mayor M
Anilkumar.

He said the election
will also be a referen-
dum on the corpora-
tion’s performance.

LDF will highlight the
corporation’s alleged lack

A\ & V.0.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY

Marine Department, Tuticorin - 628004

Walk-in-Interview

Date: 02/09/2026

of efficiency in waste manage-
ment and other aspects in the
bypoll.

Meanwhile, Congress is said
to be confident of retaining the
division. “We have been in-
volved in voters’ list review and
have been helping people get en-
rolled. Now that bypoll has been
announced, we will wait for the
announcement of candidate
and move ahead accordingly,”

shared a Congress leader. Sourc-
es said the decision on the can-
didate will be taken jointly by
the District Congress Commit-
tee, in consultation with KPCC.
Kochi corporation has 76 divi-
sions of which UDF holds 48,
including Ayyappankavu. LDF
has 20 divisions while BJP has
Six.

Two divisions are held by
LDF-backed independents.

Advertizement Mo, B9/2076
Government of India

Public Enterprises Selaction Board inviles online applications for the post of

Engagement of Five (05) Trainee Pilots on a Contractual basis
Applications are invited from eligible Indian Nationals for engagement of Five (05) Trainee Pilots
on a contractual basis in V.0.Chidambaranar Port Authority, Tuticorin. Candidates possessing In

1A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
MNo.2, 2/1 and 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar,
Bengaluru-560009. Phone No. 080-22265383, Website: www.kiadb.in

uchis,
No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-DPR-03/1424/2026-27 Date: 01.09.2026 | | {ireris 2020 weo ssseso 1)
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e e Director (Personnel & Industrial Relations)
TENDER MOTICE

Kerafed Invites e tender for supply
of Cartons for packing Coconui oil

the prescribed qualifications and experience may send their applications by email and attend the
walk-in interview every Friday at the Office of the Deputy Conservator, V.0.Chidambaranar Port
Authority, Harbour Estate, Tuticorin - 628004, along with their original certificates and one set of
self-attested copies of relevant documents.

For more details, visit VOC Port’s website at www.vocport.gov.in (Careers).

The vacancy notification will remain on the Port Authority’s website, and walk-in interviews will

Coal India Limited (CIL)

Last date of submission of onfine application
by the applicant is by 15:00 hours on

21! September, 2026

OFiOed2 026 @@ 1.2-00 moon.
For more delails and & tender

Th |'| Gﬂi{ H_ I{ F bl P P‘ iﬂ | cubmession continue until all the notified vacancies are filled. Sd/-

T i Deputy C t
(Throug arnataka Public Procurement Portal Only) ;:fi m;ﬁrll:ﬂem.kﬂmla-gm;:- eputy Conservator (it it o orvirding o apiicatons b
KIADB invites tenders from reputed consultants/firms under two cover bid 1 08,7075 Managing Direcinr Nodal officers on online systerm of PESB s by 17:00 hours

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

DEPARTMENT OF SPACE 30t September, 2026

For details login to website hitps:fesw pesbogowvin
Link far registration of nodal afficers/competant authoribes

system having an office at Bengaluru with vast experience and proven record of
similar nature of work for project mentioned below:-
Name of the Works: Providing Consultancy Services for Preparation of Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for the Formation of New Industrial Area Including
Economic Analysis, Surveying, Layout Plan Design, Preparation of Cost _ e

3 , ; Testing & Commissioning of 03 nos.
Estimates, Cost Structure etc., for the Proposed Masthenahalli Industrial Area, of outdoor type active LED video wall
Phase-3, Chintamani Taluk & Chikkaballapura District (Extent: 614 .98 acres) at different locations of Paradip
The last date and time of receipt of tender is : 17.09.2026 upto 4.00 pm. Pt Authority”.  Estimated ~Cost:

: T : Rs.1,71,25,184/-. Last date & time of
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karmataka Public submission of bid: dt.17/09/2026 up to

B MG, SDSC - SHAR SRIHARIKOTA - 524124
Brief E- TENDER NOTICE: CORRIGENDUM-| (SALE EXTENSION)

@ PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY

e-TENDER CALL NOTICE No.EM/PED-24/2026
No.EM/PED/TECH-10/2025/333 Date.26/08/2026

Name of the work: “Supply, Installation,

15 available on PESB wahsita,

No: e-Tender Notice No.CMGICICONI268718(l) Dt: 27,08.2026

Refer to Tender No.CMGIC/CON/2687 18 dated. 10.08.2026 Name of
work: "Proposed BT for approach road and providing MS grill
fencing at Visitors complex, SDSC SHAR" (Est. cost Rs. 131 Lakhs)

Sale period extended up to 08.09.2026
Interasted tenderer may visil hitps:iwww.isro.gov.in/Tenders.html or

P o GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA,
-ﬁ; OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. 00 Hirs. Reter our vebste for Gealls | | www tenderwizard com/ISRO for deais. Letter No.4867 1st corrigendum Date:29.08.2026
Sd/- ps://enrocure.gov.in/enraciire/a Sdl- GROUP HEAD, CMGISDSC SHAR 25001/1055/2627:  In continuation to this office Bid Identification

Sd/- Executive Engineer (Elect), PED-III,

Paradip Port Authority
PPA/PR/23/2026-2027  dt. 01.09.2026

No. CCERWCSBD-Online-32/2026-27 invited vide this office Notice
No.4357, Dtd.13.08.2026, partial modification of NCB has been
made as follows:-

DIPR/CP/2533/SMCL/2026-27 Engineer in Chief, KIADB, Bengaluru

UNIVERSITY OF KERALA

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM-24

P U j1VAN SMALL FINANCE BANK

FUELIE HI]TIEE N, L5 / Adve-25 206 PR No Bleton/SFC(g)2026 1. Availability of Tender online for bidding Extended up to
Reglstered Office: Grape Gardan, No.27, 3nd °A° Cross, 18th Main, 6th Block, Koramangala, Beagalury - 5600095, Kamataka , MOTIFICATION Dtd‘22'09‘2026_ at5.00 PM' L
This is to inform its public 2. Last Date and Time of seeking tender clarification Dtd.21.09.2026

Branch Office: No67/2926{1), Ground Floor, Vithayathll Bullding, Old Railway Statlon Road, Ernakulam - North, Kerala-682018

E-Auction Notice for Sale under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcemant of Security
Interest Act (SARFAESI Act) 2002, Read with Provise Rule B{B) & 9(1) of Security Interest [Enforcement) Rules 2002,

The undersigned &3 Authorised Oficer of Uljlvan Srmall Finanpe Bank Lid, has taken possesaion of the foliowing proparty n
exarcge of powers conferred under section 13(4) of the SARFAESIACT. The Bomaewer in particular and public sl large ane informed

that E-Auction of the morlgags property in the below mantioned account for realization of duss of the Bank will be held on = AS 15
WHERE |15 BASIS " and " A5 15 WHAT I5 BASIS" on the date as prescribed a5 here undes.

Loan Account Number! | (i) Date of 13-2 Notice & Prosent . |Earnest Money
Mame of Borrowes/ Demand Amount as on | Qutstanding Balance REEFWE Price Deposit (EMD)
Co-Bomower/Guarantor (ii) Date of Possession in INR in INR
(1) 07.10.2024 & % 8,97,544/~ |7 14,77,098.05 (Rupess 4 £
1193210170000048 [Rupees Eight Lakks Ninety Sever | £oipan Lakhs SE'.:.EHIE ? Bian’uﬂu; { Bﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂf
1, Wr.Sureshkumar V. B '_"Liluiaiulll-".-u Hundned and Eorty Savei Thovsind N':'IE':"- i.Hl!F'EE'ﬁ' _.I_HLID-EEE
Four Ordy) a% on 23.09.2024 Eight and P et F-l__l'-II"T Lakh "IQh[‘_r'-Th-’EE
il s ic Possossion L and Patsa Frva Only) Thirty E
i e Eﬂﬂﬂﬁg Physical Possession |as on 29.08.2026 Thousand Thuu_san:f
25.02.2026 Only) Cnly)

Property Description/Schedule: All {hal Plece & Pascsof he propedy admeasuring to an extent of 1.21 Ares in Rae.
Sy 222 W0 Aras in Re Sy 222013045 (Total 242 Ares), Muthukulam Village, Karthikappilly Taluk, Alappuzha District
with Residential Building beanng Mo 153C1 3 of Muthukulam Gram Panchayat, Boundanes: East Road, West: Property of
Reghu, North; Road, South: Road

DATE AND TIME OF E-AUCTION : 23.09.2026 from 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon

Date & Time of Inspection of the property

on or before 22.09.2026 Between 10.00 a.m and 5.00 p.m 21.09.2026 Between 10.00 a.m and 5.00 p.m

For Mom Details Contact Bank Authorized Officer Mr.Adithya - 95435 91627 & 9666 66361 | Mr.Tijo Sajan - 78451 52581
The e-Auction is belng held on “ASISWHERE 15™ and “AS 15 WHAT IS BASIS".

The E-fAuction will be conducted throuwgh Ujjivan Small Finance Bank approved E-auction service prowvider -
bis.C1 India PVT LTD. Contact person — Mr.Prabhakaran (Mob: 74182 81708), The intending bidders are advised to visit
https:/iwww.bankeauctions.com or https lwww.ujjivansfb.inie-auctions for the dedails of the proparty in thae wabsita and for
Eaking part in the b they should register their names al portal hitpshwerw bankeauctions.com and gl their userid ansd
password free ol cost. Prospective bidders may avall online [raining on E-Auclion frowm 1hie sereice provider Mis. C1 India PYT
LTO, Helpline Mumber's - 72018 18824, 25, 26 support emall id:- supporhibankeauctions.com, Auction portal -
https:www.bankeauctions. com.

For detailad terms and condifions of the sale, pleass refer to the Enk provided in cur Bank's / Secured Creditor's websils |.a.,
https:/iwww.ujjivansfb.in/e-auctions /| https:iwww.bankeauctions.com

Sd-
Authorized Officer, Ujjivan Small Finance Bank

Date: 02.09.2026, Place: Bangalum

that | have lost my original
tittle deed beanng sale deed
Mo.2772/1984 of Chavara Sub
Registrar Office on 25/08/26
at Emakulam on the way to
my office from High Court to
Swapnil Enclave, High Court
Junction, Cochin - 682031, If
anybody has found the said
document you may handover
the same to me.
Mobile No.B848883488
Date 01/09/2026

Ii15 hereby notiNed uider Statute 13 ofthe Kerala Universily (Con-

duct of Elechions o vanous Awthorities or Bodies) First Statofes, 1474 thi
thi electoml rolls of the members of the Syndicate and Academic Council tor
¢lection of one member cach from 1he said bodies to the Finance Commitles
(Under Section 31 2) {d) and (e) of the Kerala University Act, 19745, will be
published in the University Odfice, Thiruvananthapuram on 03, 102026,

For details please visit Election Notification
i www, Keralaupiversily,ac,in

By Order of the Vice-Chancellor,
/-

Hezmi B

Replstranife)’ Retorning Cfflicer

Llsibversity Bualdings,
Thimuwvananthapumm,

All the news.

In just a click.
Leg to www.newindianerpress.com

Chate: 02090 2006

up to 2.00 PM.

3. Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid) on
Dtd.23.09.2026 at 11.00 AM.

4. Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated
later.

All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.
Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda.

OIPR- 25001/25182/1/26-27/0068

Government of India Department of Space
ISRO Propulsion Complax (IPRC)

Mahendrage PO, Tirunedvel Disinct, Tamil Nadu= 627 133, India

01.09. 2026

I continuation o thee-NIT nolificafions published, the sale period for the Below-

mantioned works s axtended up to 07-08- 2026,

1. Work contract for Mantenancs of Standard AC Uinds, RO Coolers, RO Plants, Walk
in codlers & Refrgerators avallable al IPRC, Mahendragin, (Mo, IPRC/CMG!
TOHe-40MASAC-012026-27, Dated: 13-08-20026) (Estimated cost T 62 .50 Lakhs)

2. Mon-Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract for Operation and
Maintenance of AC planiz at IPRC, Mahendragin (No: IPRCICMGTDe-41/
MAAC-D22026-27, Dated:13-08-2026) (Estimated cost: ¥ 79,81 Lakhs)

For elgibility crlena and ofher details, inleresled lenderars may phease reler

o the detailed biingual (Hindi-English) Matice Imviting Tenders (NIT) on the websile

hilps (iwww.igro. gov.in/Tenders. himl and lendar free view al

PSP endsini Zang, GO

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA

. NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V,BHUBANESWAR
AP, E-mail ID: cebuildings_orissa@yahoo.co.in,
% éﬁ," cebuildings@rediffmail.com, Tel.- (0674) - 2391523

Group Head, CMG

et INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
File No-B-II-(OLL&C)-19/2026 31755 /Bhubaneswar, the 29th August, 2026
34001/728/2627 Invitation for Bids

1st Corrigendum
Tender Reference No. CE-Bldg-1-30/2026-27

Name of the Work — Planning, Design, Construction, Restoration and external
development of Biplabi Dharanidhara Sangrahalaya at
Kusumita Village in Keonjhar District.
The following changes have been made in Bid Identification No. CE-Bldg-
1-30/2026-27
1. Bid documents such as DTCN / BOQ etc. can be seen / downloaded from
the Govt. Website i.e. www.tendersorissa.gov.in, during the period from
dt.07.09.2026 to 17.00 hours of dt.22.09.2026 instead of dt.28.08.2026 to
dt.11.09.2026 for ONLINE BIDDING respectively.
2. Online bids shall be received till 17.00 Hours of dt.22.09.2026 instead of
dt.11.09.2026.
3. The technical bids will be opened at 11.30 A.M. of dt.23.09.2026 instead of
dt.17.09.2026.
All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

Sd/- Engineer-in-Chief (Civil), (I/c) Chief Engineer,
OIPR-34001/34117/1/26-27/0065 Buildings-I, Odisha, Bhubaneswar

epaper.newindtanexpress.mm.




