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Rivers breach banks; flood 
warning issued in district 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

FRESH spells of  heavy rain 
through Sunday night pushed 
water levels in Ernakulam’s 
major rivers above warning 
levels on Monday. The district 
administration issued alerts 
for residents living along the 
Muvattupuzha, Thodupuzha 
and Kaliyar rivers.

The Muvattupuzha river 
touched 12.42m, well above its 
warning level of  11.93m. The 
Thodupuzha rose to 12.37m 
against the warning mark of  
11.79m. The Kaliyar also 
swelled to 13.41m and was near-
ing its war ning level of  
14.10m.

The rise in river levels trig-
gered concerns of  flooding in 
the eastern parts of  the dis-
trict, particularly in Kotha-
mangalam and nearby areas. 
The Manikandanchal cause-
way across the Pooyamkutty 
river continued to remain un-
der water, cutting off  road ac-
cess to the interior tribal settle-
ments  and vil lages   of  
Manikandanchal and Kalle-
limedu. The district was placed 
under orange alert on Monday, 
with the warning remaining in 
place for Tuesday. Nine relief  
camps are functioning across 
the district, accommodating 
around 200 people. Five camps 
have been opened in Muvattu-
puzha taluk, while Kunnathu-

nad and Kothamangalam have 
two camps each. Low-lying ar-
eas in Kunnathunad were inun-
dated following overnight rain. 
Residents had to move to relief  
camps. 

Although water levels reced-
ed gradually during the day af-
ter rainfall eased, they began 
rising again by evening as an-
other spell of  heavy rain lashed 
several parts of  the district. 

Ramamangalam river also 
overflowed, flooding nearby 
low-lying areas. Around five 
houses were affected and water 
had not receded till Monday 
evening as rainfall continued.

Authorities also intensified 
precautionary measures at 
Malankara Dam after the reser-
voir reached the red alert level 
of  41.30m. The reservoir was 
receiving an inflow of  145.392 
cubic metres per second 
(cumecs) of  water and addi-
tional tailrace discharge from 
the Moolamattom Power House 
is expected. In view of  the in-
creasing inflow and the danger-
ous water levels in the Muvat-
tupuzha and Thodupuzha 
rivers, steps have been strength-
ened to ensure the safety of  the 
dam and downstream areas.

ABVP to submit 
suggestions on 
fair exams to 
Union govt
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @Kochi

THE Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP), a pro-RSS 
student organisation, will sub-
mit a comprehensive set of  rec-
ommendations to the high-pow-
ered committee constituted by 
the Union government to estab-
lish a robust, transparent and 
error-free examination frame-
work across the country. 

The announcement was 
made by national general secre-
tary Virendra Singh Solanki on 
Monday. Briefing media per-
sons on the discussions at the 
two-day ABVP central working 
committee (CWC) meeting held 
in Aluva on August 1 and 2, he 
said that deeper institutional
reforms are still required to 
eliminate examination mal-
practices. The committee ex-
pressed concerns over the re-
cur ring  paper  leaks  in 
examinations conducted by the 
Jharkhand Public Service Com-
mission (JPSC), Bihar Public 
Service Commission (BPSC), 
Karnataka Public Service Com-
mission (KPSC), Punjab and 
several other states. 

Health department issues advisory 
on infectious diseases, snakebite risk
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

WITH heavy rain continuing to 
lash the district and waterlog-
ging reported in several low-
lying areas, the district medical 
officer (DMO) has urged resi-
dents to remain on high alert 
against infectious diseases, 
particularly leptospirosis, and 
to take precautions against 
snakebites. 

The health department 
warned that the bacteria caus-
ing leptospirosis may be 
present in contaminated soil, 
slush and stagnant water. The 
infection can enter the body 
through cuts or wounds and 
can rapidly become life-threat-
ening if  left untreated. 

People who have entered 
floodwater or muddy areas, 
those engaged in relief  and res-
cue operations, cleaning activi-
ties or any work involving con-
tact with contaminated water 
or soil have been advised to 
wear protective gear, including 
gumboots and gloves. They 
should also take doxycycline 
prophylaxis as advised by 
health workers. The preventive 
medicine is available free of  
cost at all government health 
centres and hospitals in the dis-

trict. The department also cau-
tioned against waterborne dis-
eases such as diarrhoea, 
jaundice and typhoid, noting 
that heavy rain can contami-
nate drinking water sourc-
es. Residents have been 
advised to chlorinate 
well water, consume 
only boiled and cooled 
drinking water, main-
tain food, personal and 
environmental hygiene, 
and strictly follow health de-
partment guidelines if  staying 
in relief  camps.

People experiencing fever, 
body pain or fatigue have been 
urged to seek medical attention 
without delay, as fever could be 
a symptom of  illnesses such as 
leptospirosis, dengue, jaundice 
or other infectious diseases. 

Those with fever or flu-like 
symptoms should wear masks, 
and the department has ad-
vised against self-medication.

The advisory also highlight-
ed the increased risk of  snake 
encounters during the mon-
soon, as flooding may force 
snakes out of  their burrows 
and into residential areas. Resi-
dents have been asked not to 
store firewood or waste materi-
als near homes, keep doors and 
windows closed where possible, 
inspect houses with a torch be-
fore entering dark areas, use 
torches while going outdoors at 
night and wear footwear that 

fully covers the feet.
In the event of  a snake-

bite, the department 
has advised people not 
to panic, as fear can ac-
celerate the spread of  

venom. The bitten limb 
should be kept still and be-

low heart level, while tight 
clothing or jewellery around 
the affected area should be re-
moved. Tourniquets should not 
be applied, and attempts to 
catch or kill the snake should 
be avoided. If  possible, only its 
colour or identifying features 
s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  o r 
photographed.

Action against 
48 overloaded 
goods vehicles 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE Ernakulam regional 
transport office (enforcement) 
has initiated legal action 
against 48 goods vehicles found 
operating with excess loads 
during a special drive conduct-
ed across the district recently. 
The officials collected a total of  
`16.74 lakh in fines for various 
violations detected during the 
inspection. The drive was car-
ried out in Angamaly, Perum-
bavoor, Tripunithura and Mu-
vattupuzha, with inspections 
intensified on national high-
ways, state highways and ma-
jor freight corridors during 
both day and night. According 
to the RTO, overloading ad-
versely affects a vehicle’s brak-
ing efficiency.

People make their  way through heavy rain at Marine Drive as monsoon showers 
continue across Kochi |  T P SOORAJ

FESTIVE VIBES
Shops in Broadway have begun decorating storefronts with festive displays, ushering in the spirit  of Onam |  T P SOORAJ

Alert issued for those living along Muvattupuzha, Thodupuzha, Kaliyar rivers

Infections
The health department 

warned that the bacteria 
causing leptospirosis may be 
present in contaminated soil, 

slush and stagnant water. The 
infection can enter the body 
through cuts or wounds and 

can rapidly become life-
threatening if left untreated. 

Kochi: Thodupuzha-
based Maharani 
Wedding Collections, a 
premium wedding textile 
destination in Kerala, 
has secured a world 
record by creating the 
world’s largest ‘saree 
pookkalam’. The record 
was achieved by creating 
a 2,000-square-foot 
‘saree pookkalam - a 
pookkalam made using 

sarees instead of the traditional floral arrangement - on the ground 
floor of Forum Mall, Vyttila, during the Maharani Group’s Onam 
celebrations held on Sunday. The achievement has been recognised by 
the Universal Records Forum. 

Maharani Wedding Collections gets 
record for largest ‘saree pookkalam’

Holiday declared
All educational institutions in 
Ernakulam district, including 

professional colleges, will 
remain closed on Tuesday. The 

holiday will be applicable to  
schools, colleges, anganwadis 

and tuition centres.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

5-day ‘Pathila 
Karkidaka Fest’ 
commences
Kochi: The five-day ‘Pathila 
Karkidaka Fest 2026’ organised 
by Kudumbashree District Mission 
began on the Ernakulam 
Collectorate grounds. Collector G 
Priyanka inaugurated the fair to 
be held daily from 9.30am to 5pm 
daily till August 7. A variety of 
karkidaka food items, medicinal 
food products, and value-added 
products prepared by 
Kudumbashree entrepreneurs 
have been displayed and 
marketed at the fair. The event 
aims to create opportunities for 
Kudumbashree entrepreneurs.

BJP KERALAM @BJP4Keralam
Kerala’s youth are being deceived by both the left and the right... Our youth, who studied day and night 
to secure top ranks, still have to eat dirt and kneel before the secretariat for a job, even today as it was 
back then. Even after the government changed, the deception towards the youth hasn’t changed. The 
fronts that have alternately ruled Kerala differ only in name. This dangerous politics must end...
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