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Shashi Tharoor @ShashiTharoor
On the auspicious occasion of His Holiness the 14th @DalaiLama’s 91st birthday, I humbly extend my deep-
est respect, warmest wishes, and profound gratitude to a soul who has spent a lifetime illuminating our 
world. Thank you for being a living embodiment of the peace and compassion we all strive to find within 
ourselves and cultivate in the world – which you have taught us are necessities of life, not optional luxuries. 
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

NEARLY eight years after SFI 
leader Abhimanyu was mur-
dered on the Maharaja’s Col-
lege campus, the Ernakulam 
Principal Sessions Court on 
Monday read out the charges 
against 16 accused. All of  them 
pleaded not guilty.

The case has been posted to 
July 24, when the prosecution 
will submit the list of  witness-
es and documentary evidence it 
proposes to rely upon. The 
court is expected to thereafter 
fix the schedule for examining 
witnesses and recording 
evidence.

The accused appeared 
before the court in per-
son as directed. After 
the charges were read 
out, the court asked each 
of  them whether they admitted 
to the offences. All 16 denied 
the charges.

Earlier, the court had dis-
missed discharge petitions filed 
by six accused, holding that 
there were sufficient grounds 
to proceed with the case. It also 
rejected the first accused’s plea 
seeking the return of  the 
chargesheet.

 The case is being heard by 
Ernakulam Principal Sessions 
Judge K K Balakrishnan, with 
Special Public Prosecutor G 
Mohanraj appearing for the 
prosecution.

Abhimanyu, a second-year 
BSc Chemistry student of  Ma-
haraja’s College and the col-

lege’s SFI unit secretary, was 
fatally stabbed on July 2, 2018, 
during violence on the college 
campus. According to the pros-
ecution, the attack followed 
tensions between SFI and Cam-
pus Front activists over cam-
pus graffiti. Police alleged that 
the assault was carried out by 
activists affiliated with the 
Popular Front of  India (PFI) 
and its student wing, Campus 
Front. The murder sparked 
statewide protests and renewed 
debate over political violence 
on college campuses.

Although the police filed the 
chargesheet in September 

2018, the case remained 
pending because of  a se-
ries of  legal proceed-
ings, including petitions 

filed by the accused, the 
surrender and production 

of  absconding accused, and the 
reconstruction of  missing 
court records.

A major hurdle emerged in 
late 2023 when key records, in-
cluding the chargesheet, post-
mortem report and witness 
statements, were found miss-
ing from the court. Following 
directions from the Kerala High 
Court, the records were recon-
structed using certified copies 
produced by the prosecution, 
allowing the Sessions Court to 
resume proceedings.

With the charges now read 
out and the accused denying 
them, the prosecution is set to 
begin presenting its witnesses 
and evidence.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

TAKING a firm stance on the 
CorroHealth mass layoff  issue 
following a no-show by the com-
pany’s management at the 
meeting held on Monday, the 
state government has warned 
of  legal action if  the United 
States-based medical coding 
and analytics firm’s represent-
atives don’t turn up at the cru-
cial July 10 meet to resolve the 
matter. 

The company deputed its le-
gal advisor for the Monday 
meeting, which was convened 
on the directive of  Labour Min-
ister Bindhu Krishna at the Er-
nakulam Guest House, and was 
attended by Thrikkakara MLA 
Uma Thomas, labour commis-
sioner Safna Nazarudeen, Er-
nakulam district labour depart-
m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d 
r e p r e s e n t a t ive s  o f  t h e 
employees.

Despite the setback, attend-
ees reached an agreement to of-
fer temporary respite to the 
over 900 terminated employees 
by allowing them to enter 
CorroHealth’s co-working 
space offices in Kochi and 
Kozhikode. 

“Although management 
representatives did not at-
tend the meeting, a tempo-
rary decision in favour of  the 
employees was made follow-
ing a detailed discussion be-
tween the legal representative 
and officer-bearers of  the 

company’s labour union,” Uma 
told reporters after the meet-
ing. “The company’s legal advi-
sor clarified that all facilities 
will be provided to employees 
at the offices until further 
notice.” 

The MLA said the July 
10 meeting in Kochi 
will discuss the 
future of  the 
company in Ker-
ala.  “Re pre-
s e n t a t i v e s 
f r o m  t h e 
company’s 
board will 
be part of  
the meet-

ing, which will also be attended 
by the labour minister.” 

Meanwhile, the district la-
bour officer and assistant la-
bour officer visited the compa-
ny’s office in Kochi on Monday 
to calm tensions and facilitate 
office operations. 

“The upcoming discussion 
will cover several matters, in-
cluding salary distribution,” 
Uma said. 

The firm has 616 employees 
on its rolls in Kochi, and anoth-
er 300 in Kozhikode. Represent-
atives from the Kozhikode op-

eration were also part of  
Monday’s discussion.

“We were informed by 
the company’s rep-

r e s e n t a t i v e 
that  sever-
a n c e  p ay -
ments can-

n o t  b e 
s t o p p e d 
a s  i n -
s t r u c -
t i o n s 
had al-
r e a d y 

been issued to the bank. We 
have not been able to ascertain 
the claim. It is possible that the 
bank had already processed the 
request,” the labour commis-
sioner said.

 “The company has offered 
assurances on the participa-
tion of  management represent-
atives at the July 10 meeting. If  
they do not turn up, legal ac-
tion will be initiated after dis-
cussions with the minister,” 
Safna said. 

Uma and Safna also met em-
ployees, who urged them to re-
solve the issue at the earliest. 

“Employees who arrived at 
the Kochi office on Monday 
morning were denied entry on 
the purported instruction of  
CorroHealth,” Vishnu, a staff-
er, told TNIE. “Following this, 
we held a protest in front of  the 
office. A group of  employees 
then attended the meeting at 
the guest house. We have been 
informed that the company will 
allow us to enter the facility 
from Tuesday. No work will be 
assigned, but we can be in the 

office,” he said. 
According to the Indus-

trial Disputes Act, 1947,
industrial establishments 
employing 100 or more 
workmen must apply for 
prior government permis-

sion at least 90 days before 
the intended closure date. 
“It is clear that in this in-
stance the regulation has 
been flouted,” he added.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@T’Puram

IN the wake of  confusion over 
Census 2027 duty guidelines for 
teachers, the director of  gen-
eral education (DGE) has clari-
fied that the assigned teachers 
will be eligible for up to 10 days, 
or 20 half-days, of  special casu-
al leave between July 1 and 30 
to carry out the first phase of  
the exercise. 

The DGE said teachers de-
ployed on Saturdays and Sun-
days will also be entitled to 
compensatory leave after July 
31, subject to prior approval 

from the head of  
the institution. 
However, the 
compensatory 
leave can be 
availed only af-

ter July 31, said 
the official.

The clarification followed 
conflicting directives issued by 
the general education and gen-
eral administration depart-
ments to around 60,000 teachers 
assigned Census work. The 
general education department 
also withdrew two earlier or-
ders to eliminate ambiguity or 
overlap with the latest instruc-
tions governing Census 2027 
duties. 

The DGE directed all deputy 
directors of  education, district 
education officers and school 
heads to ensure strict imple-
mentation of  the order.

Abhimanyu murder case: 
Charges read out, all 16  
accused plead not guilty

CorroHealth layoffs: Mgmt no-show 
at meeting forces govt to crack whip
Warns of legal action if US firm’s reps don’t turn up at crucial July 10 talks to resolve matter

TEMPORARY RESPITE
With the company deputing its
legal advisor for the Monday 
meeting, attendees reached an 
agreement to offer temporary 
respite to the over 900 
terminated employees by 
allowing them to enter 
CorroHealth’s co-working space 
offices in Kochi and Kozhikode

Govt revises 
order for 
teachers on 
Census duty

TN HC restrains use of Ilaiyaraaja  
song in movie Happy Raj
Chennai: Justice K Kumaresh Babu of the Madras High 
Court on Monday granted an interim injunction 
restraining the makers of the recently released Happy 
Raj from using composer Ilaiyaraaja’s song ‘Podhuvaga 
Emmanasu Thangam’ from the Murattu Kalai, starring 
Rajinikanth. The order came on an application filed by 
Ilaiyaraaja. The court’s interim order will remain in force 
pending further proceedings in the case. 
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ISRO headquarters in 
B’luru gets third bomb 
threat email in 4 days
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Bengaluru

THE Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Head-
quarters on New BEL Road in the city received yet an-
other bomb threat email around 9 pm on Sunday. This is 
the third bomb threat email that the ISRO has received 
over the last four days. ISRO staff  noticed the email 
around 10.30 am on Monday. The accused, who had writ-
ten the mail in English, claimed that the bombs would go 
off  around 2 pm.

The staff  alerted the police, and the Bomb Detection 
and Disposal Squad, dog squad, the Central Industrial 
Security Police and the jurisdictional Sanjaynagar police 
personnel arrived and checked the entire campus thor-
oughly, including Antariksh Bhavan. The search went on 
till afternoon before concluding the mail as a hoax.

On July 3, 36-year-old Nishant Tyagi from Sanyog Na-
gar in Ghaziabad of  Uttar Pradesh was arrested for send-
ing a similar threat mail to the office of  ISRO Chairman 
Dr V Narayanan the previous day.Police have registered 
three separate cases and begun investigation.


