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V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan 
Government of Keralam appoints a 5-member expert panel headed by Smt. Sudha Pil-
lai, IAS (Rtd) to formulate a restructuring plan for KIIFB. The committee will submit its 
recommendations within three months. #CMOKeralam #KIIFB #KeralamGovernment
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35-year-old man’s death: 3 prison 
staff arrested for custodial torture 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kanniyakumari

A day after the death of  S Sabari Var-
man — a prisoner in judicial custody in 
Nagercoil — due to alleged custodial tor-
ture, three prison staff  were arrested 
late on Tuesday and placed under sus-
pension. The charges under which they 
were booked are not clear yet.

The arrests came hours after a post-
mortem report revealed 19 injuries on 

the 35-year-old disabled victim’s body, 
including on his elbows, forearms, 
knees, and legs. Sources said the arrest-
ed jail staff  allegedly assaulted the man 
and tied him up inside the prison on 
Sunday night after he made loud noises 
and caused a disturbance. 

A senior officer said the suspects were 
arrested after holding an investigation 
with eyewitnesses and after perusing 
the CCTV recordings of  the prison. 

CET future at crossroads as KTU 
constituent college plan draws flak
S O V I  V I D Y A D H A R A N  @ T’Puram

THE UDF government’s pro-
posal to convert the College of  
Engineering Trivandrum 
(CET) into a constituent college 
of  APJ Abdul Kalam Techno-
logical University (KTU) has 
sparked a debate over the insti-
tution’s future. While critics 
have raised concerns about 
CET’s autonomy, supporters 
say the move offers greater op-
portunities for academic 
growth within a university 
system.

Established in 1939, CET is 
Kerala’s oldest government en-
gineering college and the only 
state-run engineering institu-
tion to feature among the top 
150 in the National Institution-
al Ranking Framework (NIRF). 
The proposal seeks to make 
CET KTU’s flagship campus, 
but has drawn mixed reactions 
over its long-term academic 
and institutional impact.

Those opposing the move ar-
gue that CET has long been a 
strong candidate for autono-
mous or Deemed-to-be Univer-
sity status. They contend that 
either model would provide 
greater academic freedom 
while allowing the institution 
to retain complete administra-
tive independence.

“KTU, established in 2014, 
should first strengthen its own 
systems before taking over a 
premier institution. Academic 
autonomy, rather than constit-

uent college status, would bet-
ter position CET to design in-
novative curricula, respond 
quickly to industry require-
ments and strengthen its na-
tional standing,” said a senior 
CET faculty member, request-
ing anonymity.

KTU, however, maintains 
that the proposal is intended to 
enhance, not diminish, CET’s 
academic profile. According to 

the university, CET’s identity 
and legacy will remain intact 
while the institution benefits 
from functioning as a research-
intensive university campus.

“The constituent status 
would improve access to fund-
ing from both the state and 
Central governments for re-
search, laboratories and inno-
vation, while enabling closer 
collaboration with industry 
and other academic institu-
tions,” said Ciza Thomas, Vice-
Chancellor of  KTU. 

“It should be noted that pro-
posals to grant autonomous 
status to CET did not material-
ise nearly two decades ago be-
cause of  opposition from with-
in the institution,” said Prof  
Kuncheria P Isaac, former vice-
chancellor of  KTU and a CET 
alumnus. During Isaac’s ten-
ure, KTU had initiated another 
proposal to grant autonomy to 
CET. 

Meanwhile, the government 
has sought to allay faculty con-
cerns over redeployment. 
“Teachers currently serving 
under the Directorate of  Tech-
nical Education, including 
those at CET, would be given 
the option to join the university 
service. Those who opt for the 
university system would be eli-
gible to serve until the age of  
60, compared with the retire-
ment age of  56 in government 
engineering colleges,” said a 
senior higher education depart-
ment official.

Kerala to create statewide cultural 
network with year-round art hubs
Initiative aims to bridge gap between Kerala’s rich artistic traditions and its tourism sector 

S H A I N U  M O H A N  @T’Puram 

IN a major push to strengthen 
Kerala’s cultural infrastruc-
ture, create vibrant public 
spaces for artists, and position 
culture as a year-round tourist 
attraction, the state govern-
ment is set to establish a 
statewide cultural network 
linking three major cultural 
complexes across the state. The 
flagship initiative, part of  the 
department of  cultural affairs’ 
100-day action plan, seeks to 
transform these underutilised 
facilities into dynamic cultural 
destinations with a curated cal-
endar of  performances, exhibi-
tions and public events through-
out the year.

Tourism and Culture Minis-
ter P C Vishnunadh told TNIE 
that the initiative was con-
ceived after the government 
found that several cultural as-
sets created over the years were 
not being used to their full 
potential. 

The plan is to establish a net-
work that will bring together 
the Sree Narayana Guru Cul-
tural Complex in Kollam, Sub-
rahmanyan Thirumumbu Cul-
tural Complex in Kasaragod 
and the V T Bhattathiripad Cul-
tural Complex in Palakkad. 

“We have built cultural infra-
structure worth nearly `60 
crore, but we never developed a 

system to operate and activate 
these spaces effectively. Our fo-
cus now is to establish a profes-
sional management structure, 
appoint dedicated curators and 
prepare a 365-day cultural cal-
endar so that these centres 
evolve into vibrant public cul-
tural spaces that remain active 
throughout the year,” the min-
ister said.

According to him, the initia-
tive also aims to bridge the gap 
between Kerala’s rich artistic 
traditions and its tourism 
sector. 

“Kerala attracts visitors look-
ing for authentic cultural expe-
riences, but we lack permanent 
venues where tourists can reg-
ularly experience the state’s 
living artistic heritage. Beyond 

the art gallery, there are hardly 
any live cultural programmes. 
We want to integrate these cen-
tres into the tourism depart-
ment’s travel calendar so that 
visitors can enjoy performanc-
es, exhibitions and cultural 
events as part of  their Kerala 
itinerary,” Vishnunadh said.

The minister said the Sree 
Narayana Guru Cultural Com-
plex, which houses the A Ram-
achandran Art Gallery and a 
museum, remains largely un-
known even among local resi-
dents. “When I examined the 
programmes conducted there 
over the past year, I found that 
most were handicrafts and tex-
tile exhibitions. That was never 
the vision. These centres 
should become places where 

people can experience Kerala’s 
artistic traditions every day,” 
he said.

The government expects the 
initiative to create a permanent 
ecosystem for artists by provid-
ing regular performance op-
portunities and assured remu-
neration. “Kerala has no 
shortage of  talented artists. 
What they lack are permanent 
stages. Most performers get op-
portunities only during festival 
seasons such as Onam. If  these 
cultural centres remain active 
throughout the year, artists can 
perform for 60 to 70 days annu-
ally, creating a steady source of  
income while helping preserve 
our traditional art forms,” 
Vishnunadh said.

As part of  the initiative, a 
dedicated governing body will 
be constituted to manage the 
network, while an expert cura-
tor will be appointed to plan 
and coordinate year-round ar-
tistic programming. The objec-
tive is to ensure that the centres 
remain active all 365 days with 
performances, exhibitions, lit-
erary events, workshops, cul-
tural festivals, and exchange 
programmes instead of  func-
tioning merely as event venues. 
He said that complexes at Pal-
akkad and Kasaragod are near-
ing completion and will be 
opened to the public within the 
next 100 days. 

CB to probe voice clip 
alleging 2018 flood  
as man-made
T’Puram: The state government 
has announced a crime branch 
probe regarding an audio clip that 
alleged the 2018 flood was a 
man-made disaster. The audio 
clip released by MLA Mathew 
Kuzhalnadan during the assembly 
poll campaign had mentioned the 
delay in opening the shutters of 
Thottapally spillway was to help 
the private company.

Permanent ecosystem for artists 

 Plans to establish network to bring together 
Kollam’s Sree Narayana Guru Cultural 
Complex, Kasaragod’s Subrahmanyan 
Thirumumbu Cultural 
Complex and Palakkad’s 
 V T Bhattathiripad 
Cultural Complex

 Expects to create a 
permanent ecosystem for 
artists by providing regular 
performance opportunities 
and assured remuneration 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

AUTONOMY VS 
GROWTH DEBATE

 Proposal seeks to make 
CET KTU’s flagship campus

 Critics fear loss of 
autonomy and institutional 
identity

 KTU promises greater
research funding and 
academic flexibility

 Supporters say CET’s 
legacy will remain intact

 Debate centres on 
autonomy v/s long-term 
academic growth

SIT seeks PSC exam docus for key posts
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE special investigation team prob-
ing the alleged malpractices in the 
recruitment exams conducted by the 
Public Service Commission (PSC) on 
Tuesday gave a letter to the Commis-
sion secretary seeking details of  the 
exam conducted for various key 
posts in the Planning Board. 

Sources said the details such as 
mark lists, answer sheets, question 
paper, tabular sheet and interview 
mark lists were sought by the inves-

tigators. SIT head IG S Ajeetha Beg-
um on Monday met PSC chairman M 
R Baiju and sought his cooperation 
in the probe. She had also ap-
prised him about the docu-
ments of  PSC that the inves-
tigators wanted to examine. 
It’s in pursuant to the meet-
ing that the letter was issued 
to the secretary on Tuesday.

So far about 20 complaints 
have been received through various 
channels regarding various PSC re-
cruitment exams. 

The government had initially de-
cided to conduct a vigilance probe, 
but later opted for a crime branch in-

vestigation on the basis of  the 
legal opinion. 

The legal opinion from the 
Director General of  Prosecu-
tion had cited that the crime 
branch being a specialised 

wing has the legal ambit to in-
vestigate crimes of  all sorts, 

while the vigilance can only probe of-
fences which fall under the Preven-
tion of  Corruption Act. 


