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Biodiversity catalogue on  
anvil in state campuses 
A N U  K U R U V I L L A  @ Kochi

EXPERTS have long established that cli-
mate and biodiversity are interconnect-
ed. Hence, it becomes very important to 
preserve the biodiversity of  a place. A 
fact that Kerala State Biodiversity Board 
(KSBB) has been trying to instil among 
the people. As part of  the initiative to up-
grade the People Biodiversity Register, 
the board has launched a project to cata-
logue the flora and fauna across the 
state’s various campuses. 

“The Campus Biodiversity Register 
(CBR) aims at not only getting the school, 
college and university students to learn 
about the flora and fauna found on their 
campuses, but also cataloguing them and 
working towards conserving them,” said 
Dr V Balakrishnan, member secretary of  
KSBB. According to him, the state cam-
puses are very rich in biodiversity. “An 
example is the Govern-
ment College, Chit-
tur, in Palakkad dis-
trict. During a green 
audit conducted at 
the college as part 
of  the NAAC ac-
creditation proce-
dure, it was found 
that the campus 
had a very rich bio-
diversity. There 
are other campuses 
too that are rich in 
biodiversity,” he 
added.

But what does CBR 
comprise? He said, “A CBR is a system-
atic, documented inventory of  the flora, 
fauna, and microorganisms found within 
an educational institution’s grounds. It 
serves as an essential baseline tool for 
environmental education, ecological con-
servation, and tracking green-space 
management.” The board has invited ap-
plications from educational institutions 
wanting to take part in the initiative. Ac-
cording to him, applications have been 
pouring in since the initiative was 
launched. “Once the applications are re-

ceived, we will scrutinise 
them and identify the ones 

that can be included in the 
project. The board will also 

provide training,” said 
Dr Balakrishnan. 

The board will pro-
vide financial aid to 
the educational insti-
tutions implementing 

the initiative, he added. 
According to the mem-
ber secretary, the CBR 
is an initiative that is 

the phase II of  the Peo-
ple’s Biodiversity Register 

(PBR). “PBR was a comprehensive grass-
roots document that recorded local flora, 
fauna, and associated traditional knowl-
edge. Spearheaded by the KSBB and local 
Biodiversity Management Committees 
(BMCs), Kerala became the first Indian 
state to complete these registers across 
all 1,034 of  its local governing bodies,” he 
added. It has been pointed out that if  a 
campus is found to have a vibrant biodi-
versity, then the board will take over the 
responsibility of  conserving it as per the 
Biodiversity Act.

Be vigilant against leptospirosis, health dept urges public
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

GIVEN the high risk of  lept-
ospirosis infection during the 
monsoon season, the Ernaku-
lam district health department 
on Monday urged people to re-
main cautious and adopt pre-
ventive measures.

In an official statement, Dis-
trict Medical Officer Shahirsha 
warned that direct contact with 
contaminated soil and stagnant 
water can lead to infection. 

“The bacteria that cause lept-
ospirosis, commonly found in 
soil and muddy water, can en-

ter the body through cuts, abra-
sions, cracked skin, insect 
bites, and through soft areas of  
the skin. Therefore, when en-

tering muddy areas or water-
logged places, people should 
take personal protective meas-
ures to avoid direct contact. 

Use gloves, waterproof  foot-
wear, and rain boots,” Dr Sha-
hirsha said. The district has 
reported as many as 10 con-

firmed and nine suspected cas-
es of  leptospirosis in the first 
13 days of  June. 

“Severe fatigue, pain in the 
calf  muscles, headache, fever, 
and back pain may be symp-
toms of  leptospirosis. Anyone 
experiencing these symptoms 
should seek treatment immedi-
ately. People who have been ex-
posed to soil or stagnant water 
contaminated with the bacteria 
should inform about such expo-
sure,” he said, adding that self-
medication and other medi-
cines should not be taken 
without a doctor’s advice.

K C Venugopal @kcvenugopalmp
Within a month of assuming office, the UDF has rolled out its 1st Indira Guarantee! The widely awaited 
Priyadarshini Free Bus Scheme is now in force!  Women across Kerala will be able to travel for free on 
KSRTC buses and save thousands of rupees every month!  We believe in pro-people welfare and always 
deliver on our promises - be it in Karnataka, Telangana or now in Kerala!
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Precautions against disease

�Wash hands and feet thoroughly 
with soap and water

�Cover wounds on hands and feet 
with waterproof bandages to 
prevent contact with soil and water

�People whose occupations involve 
regular contact with soil or stagnant 
water, and those living in 

waterlogged areas, should take 
prophylactic medication for 
leptospirosis as advised by health 
workers

�Children should not be allowed to 
play in muddy water. Ensure that they 
wash their hands and feet with soap 
after returning from school or after 
spending time outdoors

�Campus Biodiversity Register is a 
systematic, documented inventory of 
the flora, fauna, and microorganisms 

found within an educational 
institution’s grounds

�It serves as an essential baseline 
tool for environmental education, 

ecological conservation, and tracking 
green-space management

What is CBR?

The Campus Biodiversity Register 
aims at not only getting the 
school, college and university 
students to learn about the flora 

and fauna found on their campuses, but 
also cataloguing them and working 
towards conserving them  

Dr V Balakrishnan, KSBB member secy

Shut for a year, Priyadarshini Park 
stirs to life with renovation work
Park maintained by Cochin Port Authority at Willingdon Island getting makeover worth C33L

R O N N I E  K U R I A K O S E  @ Kochi

PRIYADARSHINI Park on Wil-
lingdon Island, once a favourite 
evening retreat for families 
from across Kochi, is set to reo-
pen with a new look after re-
maining shut for over a year.

The park, maintained by the 
Cochin Port Authority, had 
gradually fallen into disuse af-
ter the Covid pandemic. Though 
minor renovation work was 
carried out once, locals say the 
space never regained its former 
vibrancy.

“For many families in Fort 
Kochi and Mattancherry, espe-
cially those with children, the 
Priyadarshini Park, which was 
only a short hop on the boat 
away, was the preferred desti-
nation to spend their evenings,” 
said Padmakumari T, the coun-
cillor of  Island North.

“On weekends, the place was 
abuzz with the laughter of  chil-
dren,” she recalled, adding, 
“Sadly, that’s not to be heard for 
a while. The park has remained 
closed for over a year now.”

Though poor maintenance, 
which left the space overrun 
with weeds, making even a qui-
et stroll impossible, is widely 
believed to have prompted the 
authorities to close the facility, 
Priyadarshini also hints that 
poor oversight had led to young-
sters misusing the space.

“The park is, as you know, lo-
cated within a sensitive port 
zone. Of  late, the space had be-
come a hangout spot for young-

sters and couples, even during 
late hours. This likely created 
concerns, forcing authorities to 
close the park,” said 
Vipin Dev, who works 
at a nearby shipping 
and logistics firm.

The prolonged clo-
sure has had a detri-
mental effect on the 
residents and local 
businesses. If  any-
thing, it deprived 
them of  one of  the 
few public leisure 
spaces on the island, 
where visitors could 
unwind amid the 
calm surroundings 
away from the bustle 
of  the city.

Nazer M, who’s 
been running a tea shop near 
the park for the past 35 years, is 
one of  the most affected by the 
facility remaining closed. “Ear-
lier, I’ve had customers well 
late into the night. They would 

come with families, spend their 
evenings at the park, and, on
their return, would stop at my 

shop for tea and 
snacks. All that’s gone 
now. I’ve lost a lot of  
business and hardly 
break even now,” he 
said, midway into 
closing his shop. It 
was not even 6 pm.

“I often stopped at 
the park on my way 
home after work. The 
serene space and the 
generally quiet atmos-
phere of  the island 
provided an ideal am-
bience to unwind af-
ter a hectic day. The 
facility remaining 
closed is a big set-

back,” said Jerome M, a local 
commuter.

However, the park won’t be 
shut for long. According to 
Cochin Port officials, a compre-
hensive renovation project, 

costing ̀ 32.97 lakh, is currently 
under way. The work, which 
commenced on May 1 following 
preliminary preparations in 
late April, is expected to be 
completed  within three 
months.

“The revamped park will fea-
ture a dedicated yoga platform, 
improved lawns, fresh land-
scaping, and a variety of  orna-
mental plants. In a tribute to 
the island’s maritime heritage, 
we have also planned to deck up 
and display Dorothy, the histor-
ic boat associated with harbour 
engineer Sir Robert Bristow, 
who played a key role in the 
creation of  Willingdon Island,” 
said a port official.

Anchors and boilers from old 
vessels will also be installed as 
heritage exhibits, he added.

TNIE has learned that a por-
tion of  the project’s `32.97 lakh 
cost has also been earmarked 
for maintenance of  the park 
over the next two years. “We 
have tasked the work of  reno-
vation and regular mainte-
nance of  the facility to a third 
party,” the official said.

Though monsoon showers 
have temporarily slowed the 
work’s progress, the port offi-
cial said that work is expected 
to gather pace next week and 
that the park could be ready for 
visitors by August. Learning of  
the news, councillor Padmaku-
mari said, “We are hopeful that 
Priyadarshini Park will once 
again become the vibrant space 
it was known to be.”

EPFO Kochi to host PMVBRY event on June 19
Kochi: The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), Kochi 
& Lakshadweep Region, is organising a Pradhan Mantri Viksit 
Bharat Rozgar Yojana (PMVBRY) Programme in Kochi on June 19 as 
part of a nationwide event to be virtually addressed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in the presence of Union Minister of Labour 
& Employment Mansukh Mandaviya and Minister of State Shobha 
Karandlaje. The programme, scheduled at the Town Hall, 
Ernakulam North, will bring together public representatives, 
employers, employees, media representatives and other 
stakeholders. The event will include honouring beneficiary 
employers and employees under the scheme. 

THROUGH PUPPY EYES 
A girl  carrying her puppy in a dog carrier while enjoying the waterfront at Mattancherry on Monday.  

There is a growing trend of pet-friendly outings across the city |  T P SOORAJ

Student drowns at 
Kuzhuppilly beach
Kochi: A Class 10 student was 
swept away by strong tides 
while swimming in Kuzhuppilly 
beach in Ernakulam on Sunday 
evening. The deceased is Athul, 
15, a resident of Ponnurunni. 
According to police, the incident 
occurred around 6.15pm on 
Sunday when Athul entered the 
sea for a swim but was carried 
away. Subsequently, a search 
operation was launched and his 
body was recovered on Monday 
morning. 

Unidentified man found dead on railway track 
Kochi: An unidentified man, aged between 30 and 40 years, was 
found dead on a railway track in Chengamanad on Monday 
morning. According to police, the deceased is suspected to have 
been hit by a train at around 4.30am. Local residents spotted the 
body and alerted the police. Personnel from the Nedumbassery 
police station reached the spot, recovered the body and shifted it 
for postmortem examination. A case has been registered, and 
efforts are under way to ascertain the identity of the deceased. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Renovation work progressing at Priyadarshini Park |  JYOTHISH KRISHNAN

In a tribute to the 
island’s maritime 
heritage, we have 

also planned to deck 
up and display 

Dorothy, the historic 
boat associated with 

engineer Sir Robert 
Bristow, who played 

a key role in the 
creation of 

Willingdon Island

An official with  
Cochin Port


