
7 killed
and 3 injured in twin blasts in 
northwest Pakistan

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 25 17 SNY
Colombo 31 26 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 26 19 SNY
London 30 19 SNY

Los Angeles  20 12 SNY
Melbourne  26 15 LC
Moscow  14 13 SNY
New York  22 17 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto  21 12 SNY
Washington  23 18 SNY
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A S I A  M AT T E R S

COUNTRY 
RANKS FOURTH 
IN RICE OUTPUT  
Food and Agriculture 
Organisation ranked the 
country as Southeast Asia’s 
largest rice producer and 
the world’s fourth biggest 
in 2025, behind India, 
China and Bangladesh. The 
National Food Agency said 
output is expected to rise 
by more than four million 
tonnes, the highest 
increase among major 
producers. FAO’s June Food 
Outlook also projected rice 
stocks would rise to 7.8 
million tonnes by 2026/27, 
helping support global 
reserves. Authorities said 
reserves exceeded five 
million tonnes, reducing 
import needs and keeping 
inflation under control for 
second straight year, 
officials said.

INTERNATIONAL 
DEPARTURE  
FEE RISES   
International passenger 
service charges at six major 
airports rose to 1,120 baht 
from June 20, up 390 baht 
from the previous 730-baht 
rate. The increase applies 
to outbound international 
travellers and is already 
included in airfares, 
requiring no separate 
payment at airports. 
Domestic passenger service 
charges remain unchanged 
at 130 baht. The revised 
rate covers six airports, 
including Suvarnabhumi 
and Don Mueang, marking 
a sharp increase in costs for 
overseas departures while 
leaving domestic travel 
charges unaffected for 
local passengers and 
airlines serving those 
routes.

ANWAR HONOURS 
JOURNALISTS 

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim 
officiated the HAWANA 2026 

celebration and presented awards 
honouring contributions to 

journalism and public thought. He 
also handed assistance from the 
Kasih@HAWANA Fund to media 
veterans. The event drew around 

1,000 media practitioners and 
international delegates.

INDONESIA 

MALAYSIA

THAILAND 

WASHINGTON

ITALIAN Prime Minister Giorgia Mel-
oni fired back at US President Donald 
Trump on Saturday, saying his “con-
stant, unprovoked attacks are sense-
less” after he escalated a diplomatic 
row by accusing her of  repeatedly seek-
ing a photograph with him.

Meloni, in a blistering response on In-
stagram, accused Trump of  “constant, un-
provoked... senseless” attacks and said her 

popularity did not depend on her relation-
ship with the US president. 

“Being your friend certainly has not 
helped it, nor does it depend on my rela-
tionship with you,” she wrote.

She rejected Trump’s criticism over 
the use of  US military facilities in Italy, 
saying they were governed by agree-
ments that Rome had respected. “In any 
case, my popularity is none of  your con-
cern. I suggest you focus on yours,” she 
added. AFP

Meloni blasts Trump over ‘senseless’ attacks

TEHRAN

IRAN said it was once again 
closing the vital Strait of  Hor-
muz shipping lane on Saturday 
over Israel’s attacks in Leba-
non, calling them a violation of  
its deal with the United States 
to end the West Asia war.

Israeli troops battled Hezbol-
lah fighters while its warplanes 
conducted deadly strikes in 
Lebanon’s south on Saturday, 
hours after the United States 
announced a renewed ceasefire 
in the fighting there.

The ongoing hostilities had 
already strained the deal signed 
by US President Donald Trump 
and his Iranian counterpart 
Masoud Pezeshkian this week 
to halt the wider regional war 
on all fronts, including Leba-
non — a key demand of  Te-
hran’s. Citing a US “breach of  
contract” and “the Zionist re-
gime’s continuous and relent-
less violation of  the ceasefire 
in southern Lebanon”, Iran’s 
central military command an-
nounced Saturday “that the 
Strait of  Hormuz will be closed 
to vessel traffic”.

Meanwhile, the US mili-
tary’s Central Command said 
after the announcement that 
its “forces remain present and 
vigilant to ensure all aspects 
of  the agreement with Iran 
are adhered to”.

Iran seeks pact guarantees
An Iranian delegation left for 
Switzerland on Saturday after-
noon, state media reported, 
with foreign ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baqaei 
saying they would 
“demand implemen-
tation of  the other 
p a r t y ’s  c o m m i t -
ments” under the deal 
as soon as possible.
“Otherwise, the en-
tire understanding will be in 
trouble,” he said, according to 
official news agency IRNA. Af-
ter postponing a planned trip 

the day before, US Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance told Fox News on 
Saturday that he too expected to 
travel to Switzerland for talks 
in “the next couple of  days, but 
you know it’s always a delicate 

coordination dance”.
US ne gotiators 

Jared Kushner and 
Steve Witkoff  were 
already in Switzer-
land handling “some 
of  the technical ele-
ments” and had re-

ported that “things are going 
well”, 

Vance added, just moments 
before the Iranian announce-

ment about the Hormuz strait. 
Switzerland’s foreign minis-

try confirmed unnamed foreign 
envoys there were “continuing 
their efforts to maintain the 
dialogue”, but declined to offer 
further details.

The strait, an important 
conduit for oil and gas ship-
ments, was blockaded by Iran 
for much of  the war, sending 
shockwaves through global 
energy markets. Iran had 
agreed to reopen it under the 
preliminary agreement with 
the US, and shipping traffic 
was starting to pick back up 
in recent days. AFP

Technical-level US-Iran talks to begin today, says Pak
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan said technical-level US-Iran talks aimed at 
restoring peace in West Asia will begin in Switzerland on Sunday, with 
Pakistan and Qatar acting as mediators. The discussions follow this 
week’s Islamabad memorandum, which opened a 60-day negotiation 
window and was signed by Pakistan as guarantor. US Vice President JD 
Vance said negotiators Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner were already 
in Switzerland, while Iran’s delegation was also headed there.

Iran shuts Hormuz again over Israeli 
strikes, sends team for Swiss talks
US military says forces remain present and vigilant to ensure compliance with the Iran deal

Civilians and first responders gather at the site of an Israeli  airstrike that targeted 
the southern Lebanese village of Qennarit  |  AFP

Indian jailed for 5 
years for 
smuggling 
migrants
LONDON: An Indian man 
who admitted smuggling 
migrants from the UK to 
France in trucks was jailed 
for five years and three 
months by a court in 
south-east England. 
Jaskirat Singh, 25, 
pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to facilitate 
illegal immigration and is 
believed to have earned 
£185,000. Investigators 
uncovered evidence 
showing he coordinated 
drivers and arranged 
payments over several 
months. Authorities said 
confiscation proceedings 
would be launched.

Iran singer, 7 
artists get 74 
lashes each
PARIS: An Iranian court 
sentenced singer Parastoo 
Ahmadi and seven fellow 
artists to 74 lashes each 
over a YouTube 
livestreamed concert, 
according to local media. 
The group was also 
banned from artistic 
activities and leaving the 
country for two years. 
Ahmadi’s December 2024 
performance, viewed 
millions of times, featured 
songs referencing 
detained protesters and 
defied Iran’s restrictions 
on women singing publicly.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Zelenskyy returns Poland’s 
top honour over WWII row
WARSAW

UKRAINIAN leader Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has returned Po-
land’s highest state honor, after 
the Polish president stripped 
him of  the award as a political-
ly charged dispute over World 
War II history resurfaced. 
Ukrainians believed the order 
“was meant for the Ukrainian 
People and our army,” Zelen-
skyy wrote in a social media 
post explaining the gesture. 
“Today, I sent the Order back to 
the President of  Poland. I be-
lieve the future will confirm the 
respect Ukrainians deserve.”

The message published on X 
is accompanied by photos of  the 
Polish order and a postal receipt 
that it was about to be mailed to 
the Polish presidential office. 
President Karol Nawrocki de-
cided to strip Zelenskyy of  the 

Order of  the White Eagle over 
the Ukrainian leader’s decision 
to name a military unit after a 
Ukrainian paramilitary organi-
zation accused of  massacring 
Poles during WWII.

Former Polish President An-
drzej Duda bestowed the award 
on Zelenskyy in 2023 for serv-
ices to security, resilience and 
the defense of  human rights.

Zelenskyy issued a decree on 
May 26 naming a unit of  
Ukraine’s Special Operations 
Forces after the Ukrainian In-
surgent Army, or UPA, which 
operated during the 1940s and 
1950s and has been accused in 
Poland of  mass killings.

“For the majority of  Polish 
society, the Ukrainian Insur-
gent Army remains above all a 
formation responsible for cruel 
crimes against the citizens of  
the Polish Republic during 
World War II,” Nawrocki said 
in a 13-minute address on social 
media. The Ukrainian decree 
was met with widespread criti-
cism in Poland, which has host-
ed millions of  Ukrainian refu-
gees and is a key supporter of  
Kyiv as it battled Russia’s four-
year invasion.  However, 
Nawrocki is a nationalist politi-
cian who has exploited anti-
Ukrainian sentiment for elec-
toral gain.  AFP

Lebanon says war  
toll tops 4,000
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s health 
ministry said Saturday that 
Israeli attacks since March 2 
when the latest Israel-
Hezbollah war began had 
reached 4,057 dead, including 
135 health and emergency 
workers, and 12,121 people 
wounded. The ministry also 
raised the toll in Israeli 
attacks on Friday from 47 to 
“a final toll of 83 martyrs and 
141 wounded”, most of them 
in south Lebanon.

UN experts say Iran 
deal ignores rights
WASHINGTON: UN rights 
experts said the US-Iran 
framework agreement to end 
the Middle East war failed to 
adequately address the 
plight of Iranians. While 
welcoming the deal, they 
warned it focused on military 
and economic issues and 
overlooked human rights 
abuses. The experts said 
thousands had been 
detained and at least 156 
people executed since the 
war began.

Israeli strike killed 
two children in Gaza
GAZA CITY: At least two 
children were killed in an 
Israeli strike on an 
apartment in Gaza City 
early Saturday, Palestinian 
health officials said. 
Despite an October 
ceasefire, near-daily 
attacks have continued, 
with more than 1,007 
Palestinians killed since 
the truce, according to 
Gaza’s Health Ministry. The 
Israeli military said it was 
looking into the incident 
and maintained that it 
targets Hamas militants.


