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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   27 9 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 27 14 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 18 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 31 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  28 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 28 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 27 18 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 25 7 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 26 24 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 24 10 LC
UAE (Dubai) 36 31 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 26 24 LR
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8,000+
Ebola cases, nearly 4,000 
deaths in DR Congo

09 KOCHI

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

SPACEX launched its enor-
mous Starship into orbit for the 
first time Monday and success-
fully delivered the most ad-
vanced Starlinks yet, but decid-
ed to cut short the flight.

SpaceX said the spacecraft 
would reenter over the Pacific 
and splash down north of  Ha-
waii three hours after blasting 
off  from Texas. The company 
had been aiming for a 10-hour 
flight, spanning six full laps 
around Earth, to prove its readi-
ness for NASA’s Artemis moon 
programme.The spacecraft al-
most didn’t make it to orbit after 
one of  its engines shut down too 
soon. But with everything else 
working well and the bad engine 
no longer needed, flight control-
lers decided after several tense 
minutes to proceed as planned. 
“Starship is orbital,” Mission 
Control announced to cheers.

NASA Administrator Jared 
Isaacman cong ratulated 
SpaceX on reaching orbit and 
“managing every step in a safe, 
responsible and especially in-
spirational way.”

Founder Elon Musk’s show-
piece rocket — the biggest and 
most powerful ever built — car-
ried 26 of  the latest and most ad-
vanced Starlink satellites to join 
the 11,000 older models already 
providing internet service. They 
popped out of  the spacecraft one 
by one, drawing more cheers 
from the crowds looking on from 
the launch site at Starbase, Tex-
as. The decision to end the flight 
early came soon afterward. No 
reason was provided.  AP

Starship in orbit 
despite engine 
snag, flight cut 
short by 7 hrs

TEHRAN

Iran’s supreme leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei said on Monday the 
United States would be forced 
to leave the West Asia  after suf-
fering “painful blows”, accord-
ing to a statement carried by 
state television.

Khamenei, who has not been 
seen in public since the start of  
the West Asia war in late Feb-
ruary, made the remarks de-
spite attempts to revive talks 
aimed at ending the fighting.

“Today, having suffered pain-
ful blows at the hands of  val-
iant fighters and the guardians 
of  the Strait of  Hormuz, they 
(the enemies) do not venture 
beyond the Arabian Sea,” 
Khamenei said in the written 
statement attributed to him, 
without explicitly mentioning 
the United States.

“Whenever they have braved 
this risk, they have only 
brought harm upon them-
selves. It will not be long before 
the Arabian Sea, too, 
would rid itself  of  
their presence,” he 
added. The Arabian 
Sea, stretching from 
the Arabian Penin-
sula toward India in 
the east, is a vital maritime cor-
ridor that leads to Iran’s coasts 
and the Strait of  Hormuz.

Iran and the United States 
have been vying for control 
over Hormuz since the Middle 
East war started with US–Israe-
li strikes on Iran in February.

Before the war began, the 
strategic shipping route car-
ried about a fifth of  the world’s 
oil and gas. But Tehran im-
posed a blockade on Hormuz 

after the war started, prompt-
ing Washington to respond 
with its own blockade on Ira-
nian ports.

Iran protests US flight curbs
Meanwhile, Iran has lodged a 
complaint with the United Na-
tions over US sanctions against 
its aviation sector that have 
forced the cancellation of  
flights, state media reported 
Monday. This month the United 

States imposed re-
strictions on the en-
tire aviation industry 
in Iran and vowed to 
take a hard line 
against companies 
that assist it.

Sanctions forced airlines to 
cancel international flights af-
ter countries imposed bans. “To 
defend the legitimate rights of  
the aviation industry and coun-
ter illegal restrictions imposed 
by America, Iran has drafted 
and submitted a formal protest 
to the International Civil Avia-
tion Organisation (ICAO),” said 
civil aviation chief  Abouzar 
Shiroudi, according to Iran’s of-
ficial IRNA news agency. AFP

NEW YORK

IRANIAN Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi and an Irani-
an delegation were due to meet 
mediators involved in negotia-
tions with the United States on 
Monday, Iran’s ISNA news 
agency reported. The mediat-
ing team and Iranian delega-
tion would “discuss the latest 
proposals and views on the 
current situation”, ISNA re-
ported. There are no plans for 
direct negotiations with the 
United States, Iran’s Tasnim 
news agency said.

Iran’s delegation in New York 
for the UN General Assembly is 
not planning further talks with 
the United States, state media 
reported Monday, after Donald 
Trump said he expected more 
negotiations soon. Iranian and 
US officials last week held indi-
rect talks mediated by Qatar on 
the sidelines of  the UN meet-
ing, with Tehran saying it pre-
sented seven conditions for 

ending their war and reopen-
ing the Strait of  Hormuz.

But state news agency IRNA 
on Monday quoted an unnamed 
source close to the UN delega-
tion as saying there were no 
more talks scheduled. “Iran’s 

delegation in New York has no 
plans for negotiations with the 
United States,” IRNA quoted 
the source as saying.

“Iran’s views and positions 
were conveyed clearly and ex-
plicitly to the US side... via a 

Qatari mediator,” IRNA said.
The Iranian delegation would 

return to Tehran on Tuesday, 
the news agency added.

Trump on Saturday publicly 
rejected Iran’s latest proposal 
for ending the war, but told US 
media outlet Axios on Sunday 
that he expected talks to resume 
in the coming days.

Despite Trump’s rejection, 
Tehran has said it is waiting 
for a formal US response before 
deciding on its next steps. Axi-
os said further indirect talks 
mediated by Qatar could take 
place as early as Monday.

Last week’s discussions were 
held by US envoys Steve Witkoff  
and Jared Kushner with Irani-
an Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi. The Strait of  Hor-
muz lies at the heart of  the con-
flict, which began with US and 
Israeli strikes on Iran in late 
February. The strategic ship-
ping route carried one fifth of  
the world’s oil and gas before 
the war began. AFP

Araghchi to meet mediators, rules out direct US talks

US will face blows, be forced out of West Asia: Khamenei
Iranian supreme leader issues warning as 
Tehran faces US blockade and sanctions

Iranian-made Zolfaghar missiles are
seen on display beside a large portrait 
of Iran’s supreme leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei in Tehran  |  AFP

Five Britons held near US airbase released on bail
FAIRFORD: Five British men in their 20s arrested 

near a US-operated airbase in England were 
released on bail Monday as counter-terror police 

investigated possible links to Iran and other 
groups. The men were detained after three 

suspicious vans were reported near RAF Fairford in 
Gloucestershire, where US bombers have operated 
during the Iran conflict. Police said they were investigating multiple 

lines of inquiry, including suspected explosives offences and 
preparation of a terrorist act. About 85 homes in nearby Whelford 
were evacuated while bomb-disposal experts examined the vans. 
Authorities have not determined whether the incident was state-

backed. Meanwhile, Iran denied involvement, calling reports linking 
Tehran to the incident “unfounded and malicious”. Donald Trump 

said the suspects had been under investigation for some time.

Netanyahu makes  
secret UAE visit

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu secretly 

visited the UAE on Sunday and 
met President Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, two people 

briefed on the trip said. Talks 
focused on a Haaretz report that 

Sheikh Mohamed warned 
Netanyahu of a looming Hamas 
attack before October 7, 2023. 

Netanyahu asked him to deny the 
report, according to a person 
briefed on the meeting. Both 

offices have denied the claim.

EU seeks role in Saudi 
maritime coalition
BRUSSELS: The European 
Union is applying for observer 
status in a Saudi-led maritime 
defence coalition protecting the 
kingdom’s energy exports, EU 
foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas 
said on Monday. She also called 
for expanding the EU’s Red Sea 
naval mission, ASPIDES, to 
escort cargo ships through the 
Bab el-Mandeb strait and 
protect them from attacks. 
Kallas said the need for more 
ships was greater than ever.

A motorboat passes an anchored cargo ship in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar 
Abbas, Iran on Monday |  AP

BANGKOK

HEAVY rains have killed 
eight people in Thailand 
since mid-September, the 
government said on Mon-
day as Bangkok battled 
flooding for a fourth day, 
with at least eight more 
confirmed dead in neigh-
bouring Myanmar.

The casualties in Thai-
land have occurred in 
three eastern provinces 
since September 16, ac-
cording to the Depart-
ment of  Disaster Preven-
tion and Mitigation, with 
none reported in the capi-
tal. More than 500,000 
households and 1.7 mil-
lion people across 27 prov-
inces have been impacted 
by floods in Thailand af-
ter an intense weather 
system hit the region, it 
said. In Bangkok, schools 
were closed and authori-
ties urged people to work 
from home where possi-
ble .

More than 80,000 people 
were unable to leave their 
homes on Monday, the in-
terior ministry said, in-
cluding residents of  one 
apartment complex in the 
e a s t e r n  B a n g  K ap i 
district.

“We can’t go outside. 
The water level is so high 
-– it would come up to 
neck level for tall people,” 
Suranee Panoh, who man-
ages a flat in the complex, 
told AFP. They have had 
no electricity since water 
rushed in early on Satur-
day morning, flooding the 
carpark and turning the 
central courtyard into a 
lake filled with floating 
rubbish. “It’s extremely 
difficult,” said 32-year-old 
Suranee.

With no running water, 
residents put out plastic 
buckets to collect rainwa-
ter, which they used to 
wash.

Yanika Luangcharoen, 
44, who lives there with 
her parents and two cats, 
said they have been rely-
ing on food handouts and 
using candles for light. 
“We weren’t prepared at 
all. We only knew it was 
going to rain, but there 
was no warning whatso-
ever,” she told AFP re-
porters who visited by 
boat.

“I never thought I’d be-
come a flood victim. I’ve 
never experienced any-
thing like this,” she  
added. AFP

Thailand floods kill 8 as 
Bangkok battles rising 
waters, 1.7mn affected

A woman pays for produce at a flooded fresh food market in the Bang 
Kapi district of Bangkok on Monday |  AFP

North Korean mines likely caused DMZ blast: Seoul
SEOUL: A blast that injured three South Korean military officers inside the DMZ 
(Demilitarised Zone) last week was likely caused by North Korean landmines, Seoul’s 
military said Monday. The preliminary findings of a joint probe with the UN Command 
into the September 21 explosion suggested that “recently planted mines” were 
involved, Kwon Dae-won, vice chairman of South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff, said. E
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PUSH TO PROMOTE DURIAN   
Malaysia: Malaysia is pushing to take durian, whose 
powerful smell delights its lovers and repels its haters, 
beyond its roadside stalls and family orchards to convince 
fans of the spiky fruit that its varieties are worth seeking 
out. Devotees savour durians like wine. At the Kuala 
Lumpur Durian Experience Centre, near the landmark 
Petronas Twin Towers, visitors venture into a replica durian 
orchard to discover the fruit’s culture and history. 


