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COURT DENIES ANTICIPATORY BAIL TO ABSCONDING ADLR 
Hussain absconding nearly for a month after being booked for allegedly appointing a pvt person as data entry operator

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru:

THE Third Additional District 
and Sessions Judge, Mandya, 
rejected the anticipatory bail 
plea of  Assistant Director of  
Land Records (ADLR), Moham-
med Hussain, Srirangapatna. 

Hussain has been abscond-
ing nearly for a month after he 
was booked for allegedly ap-
pointing a private person, 
Nithin Padmanabha Mahale, as 
a Data Entry Operator (DEO) 
illegally. He also shared his 
username, ID and password, 

unauthorisedly digitising 
Aakar-Band in ‘mojani’ entries 
in the software of  the state 
government. 

“Appointing a person as DEO 
in a government department 
and doing illegal transactions 
to create fake documents is re-
ally a terror to society at large. 
It is a white collar crime, ob-
served Judge Jyothsna D while 
refusing to grant anticipatory 
bail to Hussain. 

The judge also dismissed the 
bail applications filed by eight 
accused attached to the office 
of  Hussain. They are Survey 

Supervisor Yogaraju A L, Sur-
veyors Aravinda B N, Madhu Y 
B, Jayaboregowda, Dayananda 
A S, Ramesha B, Harisha and 
Nesha Sarika Malli. 

“If  these accused are released 
on bail, there is a chance of  
them hampering the prosecu-
tion witnesses and tampering 
with the prosecution evidence. 
Seventy-one persons have 
transferred money to Mahale 

through PhonePay. They mis-
used Mojani Software which 
casts a shadow of  offence un-
der the Information Technolo-
gy Act and also cyber-crime”, 
Judge Jyothsna noted, pointing 
out that no one will transfer 
such a huge amount to his ac-
count without any reason. 

On the contention of  Hus-
sain that Mahale was not ap-
pointed by either the govern-

ment or any authorised 
department, the court noted 
that anyone can know that in a 
government office without 
leave of  the government, no-
body shall be appointed as a 
government servant. The fake 
seals, created documents and 
forged signatures of  authori-
ties were recovered from the 
house of  Mahale, where Hus-
sain was also residing. Even 
prior to the transfer of  Hussain 
to Srirangapatna, it was stated 
that Mahale was working with 
him in Hunsur, Kolar taluk and 
Sakleshpur taluk. 

If these accused are released on bail, there is a chance of them 
hampering the prosecution witnesses and tampering with the 
prosecution evidence. Seventy-one persons have transferred money 
to Mahale through PhonePay — Judge Jyothsna

Youth found murdered 
near rly stn in C’ballapur
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chikkaballapur

A 28-year-old youth was found murdered near 
the railway station under the jurisdiction of  the 
Chikkaballapur Town Police Station in the early 
hours of  Friday. According to SP Kushal Chouk-
sey, the deceased has been identified as Habib 
Pasha, a painter and a resident of  TG Tank Road, 
Chikkaballapur. The SP said the police rushed to 
the spot around 2am after receiving information 
about the incident. Habib was found lying in a 
pool of  blood. Preliminary investigations indi-
cate that the assailants crushed his head with a 
large stone, resulting in his death.

Two special teams have been formed under 
the direct supervision of  the SP to trace the 
accused. The police are examining the CCTV 
footage from the surrounding area and ques-
tioning the victim’s associates as well as local 
residents as part of  the investigation.

IT WAS SCHOOL LAND
Kannada activists stage a protest against the inauguration of Viveka Smaraka which was 

constructed by demolising NTMS Girls Kannada School in Mysuru on Friday |  EXPRESS

Several regions in Kodagu 
receive heavy rainfall
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ 
M a d i k e r i

THE taluk tahsildars have de-
clared a holiday on Saturday 
for schools and colleges in 
Madikeri and Somwarpet fol-
lowing continuous and heavy 
rainfall. Several regions in the 
district recorded heavy rainfall 
on Friday, affecting normalcy. 

Madikeri has been receiving 
heavy and continuous rainfall 
for the past three days. A minor 
landslide was reported on the 
outskirts of  the city at Manga-
ladevi Nagar, instilling fear 
among the residents. Madikeri 

and Somwarpet taluks are re-
cording continuous rainfall and 
several roads have been water-
logged due to neglected, over-
flowing drains. A KSRTC Bus 
plying on the Bhagamandala-
Madikeri route toppled after the 
driver lost control of  the vehicle 
on the curvy road. However, no 
injuries were reported.

Following continuous and 
heavy rainfall on Friday, the ta-
hashildars of  Madikeri and 
Somwarpet taluks declared a 
holiday for schools on Saturday. 
Several trees and electric poles 
were uprooted in the heavy 
downpour. 

Global Lingayat Mahasabha and several Basava-oriented organisations 
felicitated the Registrar of Rani Channamma University, Santosh 
Kamagowda, and Syndicate Member Dr Mahantesh Kambar, congratulating 
them on the establishment of the Basava Studies Chair at the university
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