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I have decided to quit electoral politics.  I respect and 
accept the court’s judgment. I have tendered my 
resignation and will abide by the order in letter and spirit

M K Pranesh, 
ex-MLC
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RTI Act becoming weaker, 
says ex-info commissioner

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Mysuru 

FORMER Karnataka State In-
formation Commissioner Dr L 
Krishnamurthy has expressed 
concern that the Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) Act, which was 
enacted to promote transpar-
ency in governance, is gradu-
ally losing its effectiveness.

He was speaking at a pro-
gramme organised to mark the 
40th death anniversary of  Dr 
Babu Jagjivan Ram at the Dr 
Babu Jagjivan Ram Study, Re-
search and Extension Centre, 
University of  Mysore, on 
Monday.

Dr Krishnamurthy said the 
RTI Act, introduced during the 
UPA government, had helped 
expose several major scams, 
including the 2G spectrum 
scam. However, the effective-
ness of  the legislation has 
weakened over the years, he 
said. 

“It is unfortunate that the 
RTI Act is also being under-
mined by fake RTI activists,” 
he said.

The Act was enacted in the 
public interest, but its provi-
sions are increasingly being 

misused, Dr Krishnamurthy 
said. Despite the Supreme 
Court’s directions that person-
al information should not be 
sought under the RTI Act, the 
number of  applications seek-
ing such information has not 
declined, he observed. He also 
pointed out that officials often 
face difficulties when RTI ap-
plications seek extensive in-
formation without clearly 
specifying what is required.

“Whenever an RTI activist 
seeks information, officials of-
ten have to examine a large 
volume of  records before and 
after the period concerned. 
This can create unnecessary 
hurdles, particularly when of-
ficials are not fully aware of  
the provisions. Those seeking 
information under the RTI Act 
should be clear about what in-
formation they require and 
why,” he said.

Dr Krishnamurthy said the 
contributions of  Babu Jag-
jivan Ram and Dr B R Ambed-
kar should be studied from two 
different perspectives. 

While Jagjivan Ram made 
significant contributions 
through administration and 

public life, Ambedkar played a 
pivotal role in shaping the 
Constitution, he added. “Both 
were gems of  India and were 
deeply committed to learning. 
Very few politicians today pos-
sess the vast knowledge and 
thirst for learning that they 
had,” he said.

Recalling the reading habits 
of  earlier generations of  poli-
ticians, he said leaders such as 
L K Advani, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and George Fernandes 
were known to visit libraries 
regularly, reflecting their 
strong desire to acquire knowl-
edge. University of  Mysore 
Vice-chancellor N K Loknath 
said Babu Jagjivan Ram 
worked tirelessly and partici-
pated in several movements. 
Former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi had described Babuji 
as a freedom fighter, he noted.

“Babu Jagjivan Ram demon-
strated that with education and 
political will, one can achieve 
anything,” Prof  Loknath said. 
He added that the memory and 
contributions of  great person-
alities such as Babu Jagjivan 
Ram should not be confined to 
a single day.

KRS TOUCHES 100 FT
The water level touched 100 feet against the maximum level of 124.80 feet at KRS dam in Mandya on Monday |  UDAYASHANKAR S

Boy rescues stray dog 
from abandoned well
Hassan: A 12-year-old boy named 
Akul rescued a stray dog that had 
accidentally fallen into an abandoned open 
well on Monday. According to villagers, Akul 
spotted the dog struggling for its life inside 
the well and immediately decided to act. He 
tied one end of a rope to a tree on the bank of 
the well and attached the other end to a two-
wheeler tyre for support.  Carrying a gunny 
bag, he slowly lowered himself into the well. 
After several attempts, Akul managed to place 
the dog safely into the gunny bag and secured 
it with the rope. He then instructed the 
onlookers to pull the bag up slowly. Once the 
dog was safely out, Akul climbed out of the 
well himself, using the rope and the tyre for 
support. The villagers praised Akul for his 
courage and efforts in saving the stray animal.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

MYSURU: Assistant Commissioner (AC) 
of  Hunsur sub-division Kavya Rani was 
trapped by the Lokayukta police on Mon-
day while allegedly accepting a bribe of  
Rs 5.5 lakh through her clerk in connec-
tion with the disposal of  a revenue ap-
peal. The operation was carried out by a 
Lokayukta team led by DySP Shailendra 
after receiving a complaint from the 
complainant.

According to preliminary information, 
the AC had allegedly demanded Rs 10.5 
lakh to dispose of  a revenue appeal per-
taining to 4.5 acres of  land in HD Kote 
taluk. It is alleged that she had already 
received Rs 5 lakh as an advance.

On Monday afternoon, the remaining 
Rs 5.5 lakh was allegedly collected 
through her clerk, Shivakumar, who had 
reportedly been instructed to receive the 
money at his residence. As soon as the 
money changed hands, the Lokayukta of-
ficials conducted the trap operation and 
recovered the cash.

Following the trap, Lokayukta officials 
launched searches at the Hunsur Assist-
ant Commissioner’s office and the offi-
cial residence of  the AC, where docu-
ments and files related to the case are 
being examined. Both AC Kavya Rani 
and clerk Shivakumar have been taken 
into Lokayukta custody for questioning.  
Further investigation is underway.  
 ENS

Hunsur AC trapped 
by Lokayukta while 
accepting bribe


