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Elaborate steps  
in place to ensure 
smooth darshan

ASHADA FRIDAYS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Mysuru

ALL necessary arrangements 
have been made to ensure 
smooth darshan of  Goddess Sri 
Chamundeshwari during the 
Ashada Fridays and Chamun-
deshwari Vardhanti celebra-
tions atop Chamundi Hills.

Chairing a preparatory meet-
ing atop Chamundi Hills here 
on Tuesday,  Deputy Commis-
sioner G Lakshmikantha Red-
dy said the four Ashada Fridays 
will be observed on July 17, 24, 
July 31, and August 7, while 
Chamundeshwari Vardhanti 
(Ammanavara Janmotsava) 
will be celebrated on August 4.

KSRTC will operate special 
bus services from Lalitha Ma-
hal Helipad and the KSRTC 
City Bus Stand from 6.30 am to 
8.30 pm on all the four Ashada 
Fridays as well as the follow-
ing Saturdays and Sundays. 
Devotees climbing the hill on 
foot will be allowed to begin 
their ascent only after 5 am, 
and the public has been ad-
vised not to gather before the 
permitted time.

No stand for footwear
The DC clarified that there will 
be no footwear stand at Cha-
mundi Hills. Instead, footwear 
counters have been arranged at 
Lalitha Mahal helipad and the 
KSRTC City Bus Stand, and 
devotees have been requested 

to make use of  these facilities.
Protocol dignitaries and VIPs 

will be permitted to have dar-
shan only between 5.30 am and 
10 am. Entry of  all protocol ve-
hicles to Chamundi Hills will 
be prohibited after 10 am.

Entry of  private vehicles to 
Chamundi Hills will remain 
completely prohibited on all 
Ashada Fridays and on the day 
of  Chamundeshwari Vardhan-
ti. Only vehicles carrying valid 
duty passes will be allowed.

Control room to monitor 
devotee movement
A dedicated control room will 
be set up to monitor general and 
`2,000 special darshan queues 
and ensure smooth crowd man-
agement. The control room will 
be manned by the Mysuru City 
Police Deputy Commissioner, 
the KSRTC City Divisional Con-
troller and the secretary of  the 
Chamundeshwari Area Devel-
opment Authority.

Officials have been instruct-
ed to prevent overcrowding in 
queues and ensure that only 
ticket holders enter the `2,000 
special darshan queue. Display 
boards indicating the estimat-
ed waiting time for darshan 
will also be installed to keep 
devotees informed.

The DC also directed officials 
to provide adequate mobile toi-
lets, dustbins and drinking wa-
ter facilities at key locations.

GTD’s son-in-law booked for posting 
objectionable comment on kin
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Mysuru

THE police have identified 
the accused involved in al-
leged objectionable social 
media comment targeting 
Varsha Gowda, wife of  Hun-
sur MLA G D Harish 
Gowda. It turned out 
to be Vishweshwarai-
ah, son-in-law of  
former minister and 
senior JDS leader G 
T Devegowda, bring-
ing the family dispute 
to limelight again.

A case was registered after 
Varsha lodged a complaint at 
the Cyber, Economic and 
Narcotics (CEN) police sta-
tion alleging that derogatory 
remarks had been posted 
against her on social media. 
During the course of  the in-
vestigation, police traced the 
account and identified Vish-
weshwaraiah as the accused. 

Speaking to reporters, the 
complainant said the police 
probe revealed that the IP 
address has been traced to 
mobile and gmail accounts 
used in Wilson Garden in 
Bengaluru which belonged 
to Vishweshwaraiah, who 

according to police 
have been served no-
tice to come for the 
investigation.

Reacting to the 
development, MLA 

Harish Gowda urged 
people to exercise re-

straint while using social 
media. “There is nothing 
wrong with expressing 
opinions or making com-
ments in a healthy and com-
petitive manner. However, 
social media should not be 

used to defame, insult or 
tarnish the image of  any in-
dividual,” he said. The MLA 
also expressed disappoint-
ment over the involvement 
of  a close family member in 
the incident.

The episode has drawn at-
tention in political circles, 
as Harish Gowda has re-
portedly been estranged 
from his father, G T Deve-
gowda, for the past few 
years. The alleged offence is 
being viewed against the 
backdrop of  the reported 
rift within the family, 
though police have not offi-
cially commented on any 
motive behind the act. Vish-
weshwaraiah is the hus-
band of  Devegowda’s elder 
daughter.

7 held for practising black magic, selling fake medicines
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @KGF

THE KGF police have arrested 
seven persons for allegedly 
practising black magic, exploit-
ing people in the name of  driv-
ing away evil spirits and selling 
adulterated medicines.

Addressing newsmen here 
on Tuesday, KGF SP Shivanshu 
Rajput said the case was regis-
tered based on a complaint filed 
by circle-inspector Jagadeesh. 
The SP said the accused were 
operating a place of  worship 

under the name Bethala Ma-
hashakthi Peeta at Ivarapalli 
under the jurisdiction of  

Kyasamballi police station. 
Preliminary investigations 

revealed that the prime ac-

cused, Chandra alias Chan-
drababu, along with his associ-
ates, exploited people by 
performing superstitious ritu-
als claiming to chase away evil 
spirits. They were also alleg-
edly selling adulterated medi-
cines to cure various ailments.

During the raid, the police 
found several women -- Saras-
amma, Ammaji, Raniamma, 
Durga, Jayamma and Kanchana 
Vamsi -- engaged in performing 
rituals. They were later handed 
over to their respective family 

members. The SP said devotees, 
acting on superstitious beliefs, 
had also placed hundreds of  
locks on specially erected 
frames as part of  the rituals 
conducted at the premises.

The police arrested Chan-
dra, Chinna, Babu, Shankara-
ppa, Munivenkata Reddy, 
Bhaskar and Santhosh. They 
have been booked for criminal
breach of  trust, wrongful re-
straint and other offences, 
alongside the sale of  adulter-
ated drugs.

KGF SP Shivanshu Rajput, DySP Lakshmaiah, circle-inspector Jagadeesh at Bethala 
Mahashakthi Peeta at Ivarapalli  in KGF on Tuesday |  EXPRESS

There is nothing wrong with expressing opinions or making 
comments in a healthy and competitive manner. However, 
social media should not be used to defame, insult or tarnish 
the image of any individual -- G D Harish Gowda, Hunsur MLA

Findings of the JDS  drought study team 
will be compiled and submitted to the  
state government for necessary action

Nikhil 
Kumaraswamy, 
JDS leader
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