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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  B e n g a l u r u

STATE BJP leaders urged Chief  Min-
ister DK Shivakumar to order a Cen-
tral Bureau of  Investigation (CBI) 
probe into the alleged conspiracy tar-
geted at Dharmasthala and Dharma-
dhikari D Veerendra Heggade. 

BJP MLC CT Ravi has written to 
the State Government to hand over 
the case to the CBI for a comprehen-
sive and impartial investigation. “As 
this issue concerns the faith of  mil-
lions of  devotees, religious senti-
ments, and public trust, I urge the 
government to treat the matter with 
utmost seriousness and immediately 
recommend a CBI investigation’’ he 
urged. 

According to him, the institution 
has set a national example through 
its contributions in social service, 
education, healthcare and mass-feed-
ing programmes. 

“Over the past few years, however, 
the people of  Karnataka have wit-
nessed a continuous targeting, alle-
gations, propaganda and an atmos-
phere of  suspicion being created 
against both the institution and Veer-
endra Heggade.”

He said the recent high court peti-
tion has given a serious and new di-

mension to the matter. “According to 
media reports, the petition names 
several individuals, including actor 
Prakash Raj, Mahesh Shetty Tima-
rodi, Girish Mattannavar, Vitthal 
Gowda, Jayanth, and YouTubers 
Sameer MD and others. Now a seri-
ous allegation has been made before 
the court that an organised and sys-
tematic conspiracy costing nearly Rs 
200 crore was planned against Dhar-
masthala and also Heggade. Whether 
these allegations are true or false 
must be determined through a prop-
er investigation,” he said.

Ravi also questioned the source of  
the money. “Along with the allega-
tions against Dharmasthala, it is 
equally important to investigate 
whether there was any conspiracy 
against the institution itself,” he 
said. He alleged that there is a con-
cern whether this was part of  a larg-
er strategy aimed at creating distrust 
toward Hindu religious centres and 
ancient temples, he said.

“There is a need to know the role 
of  these individuals whose names 
have surfaced. The digital and social 
media campaigns made during that 
time and the entire network behind 
these activities must be thoroughly 
investigated’’ he demanded

BJP leaders demand CBI probe
D H A R M A S T H A L A  R O W

CHINNA ACCUSES MATTANNAVAR, 
YOUTUBER OF INTIMIDATING KIN
Mangaluru: THE Complainant in the 
alleged Dharmasthala burial case, 
Chinna CN, visited the office of the 
Special Investigation Team (SIT) in 
Belthangady, Dakshina Kannada, 
and the Dharmasthala police 
station on Monday and filed a 
complaint seeking action against 
Girish Mattannavar and a YouTuber 
for allegedly attempting to 
intimidate his family.  In the 
complaint, Chinna, a former 
sanitation worker in Dharmasthala, 
alleged that after he filed a writ 
petition in the High Court of 
Karnataka, Mattannavar and 
others allegedly contacted his 
family members with the intention 
of derailing the ongoing probe, 
influencing the witnesses, and 
attempting to meet him. “On June 
12, YouTuber Abhishek contacted 
my relative Purushitham and asked 
about the writ petition. He kept 
asking who is behind the writ 
petition. He also asked to provide 
my contact number and wished to 
talk to me. He also tried to collect 
information about my family. He 
indirectly attempted to intimidate 
and pressurise,” Chinna said.
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INDIRA Lankesh (84), writer and 
the wife of  noted Kannada lit-
terateur, journalist and Lankesh 
Patrike founder P Lankesh, 
passed away on Monday morn-
ing due to age-related ailments.

Known for her close associa-
tion with Karnataka’s literary 
and journalistic circles, Indira 
Lankesh had au-
thored the memoir 
‘Huli Maavu Mattu 
Naanu’ (The Tama-
rind Tree and I), re-
flecting on her life 
and experiences. 
She is survived by her son In-
drajit Lankesh and daughter 
Kavitha Lankesh, both film-
makers. Her elder daughter 
Gauri Lankesh, a journalist, 
was shot dead in 2017.

CM DK Shivakumar, condol-
ing her death, said, “Indira 
Lankesh was the backbone of  P 
Lankesh’s achievements in lit-
erature, media and the film 
world. Alongside that, she had 
immersed herself  in business, 
writing and book publishing.”

Writer Indira 
Lankesh passes 
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