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The PM 2.5 level recorded at Nagai 
on Friday. Nitrogen dioxide level was 
at 19 µg/m3 against the prescribed 
standard of 80 µg/m3
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High bills: TNPDCL to check 5,637 
domestic connections in Tiruchy district

IN CONNECTION WITH CONFERENCE

VCK cadres prevented from 
writing chief Thiruma’s 
name on wall, five booked

V I V A N E S H  P A R T H I B A N  @ TIRUCHY

AMID a surge in complaints 
over unusually high electricity 
bills issued in the last billing 
cycle, the Tamil Nadu Power 
Distribution Corporation (TNP-
DCL) has identified 5,637 do-
mestic electricity service con-
nections in Tiruchy district for 
re-inspection as part of  a state-
wide verification exercise.

Teams comprising engineers 
and accounts officials have 
been constituted to verify me-
ter readings, electricity con-
sumption patterns and billing 
details. Officials said discrep-
ancies found during the inspec-
tion would be rectified. The re-
inspection process is expected 
to be completed and reports 
submitted by August 7.

TNPDCL received complaints 
regarding unusually high elec-
tricity bills from nearly 9.5 lakh 

domestic consumers during the 
May-June billing cycle across 
Tamil Nadu. Following a re-
view, the utility identified 
around 3.7 lakh service connec-
tions where electricity charges 
had increased three to four 
times compared to previous 
billing. 

According to officials, the 
sharp increase is largely due to 
prolonged summer heat and 
higher usage of  electrical ap-
pliances like air conditioners.

“Last year, peak demand in 
the region was around 500 MW, 
whereas this year the average 

demand till July has been 
around 550 MW, with the peak 
touching nearly 600 MW,” an of-
ficial said. Despite the explana-
tion, many consumers remain 
unconvinced and have sought 
greater transparency in the 
billing process. 

C Hussain, a resident of  
Manapparai, said his house-
hold, which does not have an 
air conditioner, received an 
electricity bill of  nearly `900 
this month against the usual 
`400. “Even in rural areas, peo-
ple are getting unusually high 
bills. Earlier, EB staff  entered 
the readings in a consumer 
card which we could verify. 
Now, everything is recorded on-
line and it has become difficult 
for consumers to verify the 
units recorded,” he said.

Officials said the re-inspec-
tion drive is being held only to 
address such grievances.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Pudukkottai

VCK functionaries have alleged 
that a group of  caste Hindus 
prevented them from 
painting party president 
Thol Thirumavalavan’s 
name on a wall near 
Manamelkudi in con-
nection with the par-
ty’s conference sched-
u l e d  t o  b e  h e l d  at 
Ulundurpet in Villupuram on 
August 8. 

VCK union secretary C Swa-
minathan filed a complaint 
with the Manamelkudi police 
on Thursday. According to the 
complaint, VCK cadres were 
painting wall advertisements 

near Karkottai bridge around 5 
pm on Thursday after obtain-
ing permission from the State 
Highways Department. 

However, Muthukumar of  
Athambur and five others 

objected to Thirumaval-
avan’s name being 
painted on the wall. 
They allegedly said the 
area was inhabited by 

dominant caste commu-
nities, and also issued life 

threat to the VCK cadres. The 
writing was erased after the 
cadres left the spot, the com-
plaint said. 

After an inquiry, Manamelku-
di police on Friday booked 
Muthukumar and five others 
under the BNS and SC/ST Act. 

BIS seizes non-ISI products worth over `5 lakh
TIRUCHY: Officials from the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) on 
Thursday seized non-ISI marked products worth over `5 lakh during 

a search at a shopping complex in Tiruchy. Acting 
on specific information, officials from the BIS 
Coimbatore branch office conducted a raid at 
Femina Shopping Mall Private Limited on Williams 
Road and found several mandatory certification 
products being stocked and sold without the BIS
standard mark. The seized items included electric 
and non-electric toys, stainless steel potable 

water bottles, domestic stainless steel vacuum flasks, stainless 
steel utensils and electric food mixers. ENS

Six fishermen stranded in mid-sea rescued
NAGAPATTINAM: Six fishermen from Thangachimadam, who got 
stranded in the sea after their boat developed an engine snag, were 

rescued on Friday. According to sources, Raj, Dibru, 
Greensun, Johnson Kennedy, Michael and Ruban 
ventured into sea on July 27. When they were 
fishing off the Kodiyakarai coast on July 29, the 
outboard engine of their boat developed a snag 
and they got stranded. The crew of a mechanised 
boat which was fishing nearby was informed about 
the situation, and they, in turn, alerted the 

Fisheries Department. The department sought the help of the Coast 
Guard, which arranged a boat and rescued the fishermen. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Even in rural areas, people
are getting unusually high 
bills. Earlier, EB staff 
entered the readings in a 
consumer card which we 
could verify. Now, everything 
is recorded online

C Hussain, Manapparai resident

327 children benefit from union govt’s 
healthcare scheme in Tiruchy district
P E A R S O N  L E N E K A R  S R  @ Tiruchy

LIFE-threatening Congenital 
Heart Disease (CHD) in chil-
dren accounts for nearly three-
fourths of  all surgeries per-
formed under the Rashtriya Bal 
Swasthya Karyakram during 
2025-26. As per district health 
department data, 84 of  the 118 
CHD surgeries were carried out 
under RBSK.

Officials said the figures rein-
force the importance of  early 
screening in government, gov-
ernment-aided, schools and an-
ganwadi centres, where chil-
dren with ‘4Ds’-Defects at Birth, 
Diseases, Deficiencies, and De-
velopmental Delays including 
Disabilities are often identified 
before complications develop.

“Many children with congeni-
tal heart disease may not be 
aware of  their problem. During 
screening, doctors may detect an 
abnormal heart murmur with a 
stethoscope or notice symptoms 
like poor exercise tolerance, re-

current respiratory infections, 
breathlessness or delayed 
growth. Those children are im-
mediately referred to the 
District Early Interven-
tion Centre for detailed 
evaluation and treat-
ment,” a senior RBSK 
official told TNIE.

 3,11,379 children 
studying in govern-
ment and govern-
m e n t - a i d e d 
schools and 
those at-
tending 
a n g a n -
wadi centres 
were screened by 
RBSK teams during 
2025-26. For this aca-
demic year, over 70,000 
students in corporation lim-
its are to be screened from Au-
gust till May 2027 end by 30 
RBSK teams, even during sum-
mer holidays. While schoolchil-
dren are screened once every 
year, anganwadi children under-

go two rounds of  screening to 
ensure better coverage despite 
irregular attendance.

The data showed that 
327 children were diag-
nosed with major con-

genital conditions. Of  
them, 209 were treated 

through medical 
m a n a g e m e n t , 
while 118 under-
went surgeries. 

Besides 84 sur-
geries for con-

g e n i t a l 
h e a r t 
disease, 

operations 
w e r e  p e r -

formed on 19 chil-
dren with cleft lip 
and palate, six with 

congenital cataract, 
four with clubfoot, three 

with neural tube defects and 
two with congenital deafness. 
All 25 children diagnosed with 
rheumatic heart disease were 
managed medically.

Health officials said early in-
tervention can dramatically al-
ter a child’s future. “If  congeni-
tal deafness is identified early, 
cochlear implantation can help 
a child hear and eventually de-
velop speech. Likewise, timely 
surgery for congenital cataract 
can prevent permanent vision 
loss, while corrective surgery for 
congenital heart disease signifi-
cantly reduces the risk of  seri-
ous complications and improves 
survival,” an official said.

The programme also ad-
dressed vision impairment 
among schoolchildren. 1,90,122 
children were screened for re-
fractive errors, following which 
10,890 students were provided 
free spectacles through the state 
health system after confirma-
tion and procurement from em-
panelled vendors. The district 
also recorded an improvement 
over the previous year. 

During 2024-25, 77 children 
underwent surgeries for con-
genital heart disease. 

Police establish barricaded walkway for 
pedestrians at Chathiram bus terminus
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tiruchy

IN a bid to improve pedestrian 
safety and regulate traffic, the 
city traffic police have created 
a pathway using plastic barri-
cades near the Chathiram Bus 
Stand. 

The move is aimed at pre-
venting pedestrians from cross-
ing the road at unsafe locations, 
reducing haphazard parking, 
and easing congestion in the 
transport hub.

For several years, the bus 
stand has served as a key tran-
sit point connecting Tiruchy 
with Thuraiyur and several 
nearby towns and villages. 
Thousands of commuters use 
the facility every day. However, 
the lack of  a proper parking fa-
cility and the increasing 
number of  vehicles parked 
along the roadside result in 
traffic bottlenecks, making it 
difficult for pedestrians to 
move safely, especially near the 
entrance of  the bus stand.

Commuters and pedestrians 
have been urging the traffic po-

lice and the district administra-
tion to improve pedestrian in-
frastructure and provide proper 
parking facilities to perma-
nently address congestion in 
the area.

Following their demands, 
Fort traffic police have installed 
the barricades near the en-
trance of  the bus stand on the 
college road.

A police official said, “If  this 
trial initiative proves success-
ful, similar barricades will be 

installed around the entire bus
stand and at other busy loca-
tions in the city. Our objective 
is to improve traffic flow and 
ensure that pedestrians walk 
and cross the road safely.”

R Kannan from Thalakudi, a 
regular commuter, said, “This 
is a good initiative. Earlier, peo-
ple had to walk in the middle of  
the road because of  haphazard 
vehicle parking. Similar barri-
cades should be installed 
around the entire bus stand.”

Tiruchy City traffic police installed plastic barricades near Chathiram Bus Stand on 
Friday to improve pedestrian safety and regulate traffic movement |  MK ASHOK KUMAR

NAME CLARIFICATION
I, Mohammed Abbas Hyder Ali, 
S/o. Hyder Ali, Valangaiman, 
declare that “Mohammed 
Abbas Hyder Ali” (Passport) 
and “Mohammed Abbas 
Hydharali” (Aadhaar) refer to 
one and the same person. The 
difference is only a spelling 
variation.
MOHAMMED ABBAS HYDER ALI

Date: 31.07.2026


