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A lorry driver, S Elankumaran (41) of Mela 
Thiruppoonthuruthi, was found murdered in his 
house by his son who came home from school 
on Monday evening. His wife had gone for work

DRIVER 
MURDERED

Girl was in respiratory distress, underwent surgery but died
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

WHEN the child did not return 
after dark, her parents grew 
suspicious and, along with 
neighbours, launched a search. 
After more than two hours of  
search, the girl was found in 
the thicket with grave injuries, 
police sources said. 
   The child was rushed to the 
Government Hospital in Kot-
takarai, Gummidipoondi, 
around 8 pm and was later re-
ferred to Stanley Government 

Hospital in Chennai in a criti-
cal condition.

A doctor at the Stanley hospi-
tal said the child was in shock 
and had respiratory dis-
tress. “When the victim 
was brought in, her 
condition had wors-
ened, and doctors per-
formed surgery to sta-
bilise her,” the doctor 
added. However, she suc-
cumbed to her injuries around 
7 am on Monday. After the post-
mortem examination at the 

Stanley hospital, the child’s 
body was handed over to her 
family. Sources said the child 
would be laid to rest in 

Gummidipoondi.
Police sources said 

the suspect has been 
living alone in the area 
for about a year. The 
victim’s parents, aged 

37 and 30, employed in 
company in Pudupettai, 

were residing in the area with 
their three children — two girls 
and a boy. 

Meanwhile, on Sunday night 
residents launched a search for 
the accused and found him be-
having suspiciously in the area. 
When questioned, he allegedly 
attempted to flee, prompting 
residents to apprehend and as-
sault him before SIPCOT police 
arrived and took him into cus-
tody. Bibin was produced before 
the Tiruvallur Pocso court un-
der heavy police security and 
remanded in judicial custody 
on Monday.

Meanwhile, residents staged 

a road blockade on the Gum-
midipoondi Sipcot road on 
Monday, alleging inadequate 
security measures in the area.
Police teams were deployed to 
maintain law and order. 

A scuffle broke out when po-
lice attempted to remove the 
protesters, following which sev-
eral of  them were detained and 
later released. “We want safety 
for our children,” said Vani 
(63), a local resident. The pro-
test was withdrawn after police 
assured action.

IN TIRUCHY

Chennai Trunk Road caves 
in after UGD pipeline burst
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tiruchy

A portion of  the Chennai Trunk 
Road near the Anna statue caved 
in on Monday after a leak in an 
underground drainage (UGD) 
pipeline weakened the soil be-
neath the road. Traffic was di-
verted to ensure the safety of  
motorists. 
   According to Tiruchy Corpora-
tion officials, a UGD pipeline 
carrying sewage from Mela-
chinthamani to the corporation’s 
decanting station near the Dis-
trict Sports Stadium in Khajama-
lai passes beneath the Chennai 
Trunk Road, an important link 
connecting Tiruchy city with Sr-
irangam. From the decanting 
station, the sewage is pumped to 
the Panjapur Sewage Treatment 
Plant (STP). Officials said the ce-
ment pipeline, which is more 
than 50 years old, developed a 
burst due to wear and tear and 
pressure variations. The result-
ing sewage leak gradually loos-
ened the soil surrounding the 
pipeline, leading to the collapse.

HC pans students for turning hostile in murder case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

DISAPPOINTED with a group of  
engineering students who wit-
nessed the gruesome murder of  
a fellow girl student but turned 
hostile during trial, the Madurai 
Bench of  Madras High Court ob-
served that students will only be-
come paper tigers in real life, if  
they merely express their dissent 
and opinions on social media and 
choose not to act on it. “The stu-
dents had let down the deceased 
by not supporting the case of  the 
prosecution and thus they failed 
in their duty to uphold truth,” the 
court said.  

A bench of  justices N Anand 
Venkatesh and KK Ram-

akrishnan made the observations 
while dismissing an appeal filed 
by P Udayakumar, who was con-
victed and sentenced to life im-
prisonment for murder, by a Fast 
Track Mahila Court in Karur in 
February 2022. 

According to prosecution, 
Udayakumar and the deceased 
were students of  the engineering 
college and were in a relation-
ship, but the latter chose to end it 
after sometime. Enraged by this, 
on August 30, 2016, Udayakumar 
trespassed into the girl’s class-
room and attacked her indiscrim-
inately with a log, which resulted 
in her death. He also attacked and 
injured an assistant professor 
who tried to stop him. 

Based on a complaint lodged by 
the professor, police arrested him 
and he was found guilty in 2022. 
Challenging his sentence, Udaya-
kumar moved the high court in 
2023. His counsel argued 
that the assistant pro-
fessor was new to the 
college and could not 
have known Udaya-
kumar, who had 
dropped out of  the col-
lege due to lack of  at-
tendance. In the absence of  
test identification parade, it is 
wholly that the professor identi-
fied Udayakumar in the court, he
added. He also cited discrepan-
cies in the investigation and the 
statements of  other witnesses. 

However, the judges rejected 
the contentions by observing that 
test identification parade is only 
a tool for investigation and has no 
place in court. They also opined 

that there was nothing unrea-
sonable in an injured eye wit-
ness being able to identify 
his attacker despite not 
knowing him before. The 
other discrepancies did not 

affect the prosecution’s case, 
they held. 
Further, the judges said they 

were disappointed with the atti-
tude of  the students who wit-
nessed the attack yet did not try 
to stop the accused even from flee-
ing the spot. Though their state-
ments were recorded under Sec-

tion 164 CrPC, they gave contrary 
statements before the court. 

“The student community must 
understand that it is only a mat-
ter of  time that a similar incident 
may happen to any student in a 
college in such a gruesome fash-
ion. There is no use in merely ex-
pressing dissent and expressing 
views in social media and it has 
to translate itself  into action or 
else the students will only be-
come paper tigers in real life,” the 
judges criticised. 

If  this is the type of  attitude 
that was exhibited by the so-
called educated students, it means 
that education did not really 
build up a character to the stu-
dents, they remarked. 

The cement pipeline, which is more than 
50 years old, burst due to wear and tear 
and pressure variations |  EXPRESS

Tiruchy: Yatri  Suvidha Divas was celebrated 
at Tiruchy international airport on Monday. 
A series of passenger-centric, community 
outreach, health, environmental, and cultural 
initiatives involving airport stakeholders, 
students, and public were conducted as part 
of the event. A cleanliness drive involving 
airport employees, a blood donation camp, 
and airport familiarisation and career 
guidance sessions for college students were 
also organised on the occasion |  EXPRESS

Kin say death on new 
moon day raises doubt
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

ACCORDING to police, Vijaya 
allegedly used to assault the 
child frequently for climb-
ing compound walls and 
other acts she consid-
ered mischievous. Pre-
liminary investigation 
revealed that on Sun-
day evening, after re-
turning from a nearby 
temple, she allegedly found 
Mugilan climbing a wall and 
beat him with a coconut frond. 
The boy is suspected to have 
collapsed unconscious follow-
ing the assault. Police sources 
said several injuries found on 
his body appeared to be old and 
were likely sustained over the 
past few months.

On receiving information, 
the Melpatti police recovered 
the body and sent it to the 

Gudiyatham District Head-
quarters Hospital for a post-
mortem examination.

Meanwhile, some of  the 
boy’s relatives alleged 

that he had been sub-
jected to human sacri-
fice and demanded a 
thorough investiga-
tion. They cited the fact 

that the death occurred 
on amavasya, which is as-

sociated with occult practices 
in popular belief, and claimed 
that Vijaya was involved in 
witchcraft-related practices.

Police sources acknowledged 
that Vijaya was known locally 
for engaging in such practices 
but said the investigation had 
found no material to suggest 
that the child’s death was 
linked to ritual killing or hu-
man sacrifice. Further probe is 
on.


