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AMONG the key projects 
cleared on Thursday is that of  
Kaynes Circuits India Private 
Limited, an electronics manu-
facturing company producing 
printed circuit boards, camera 
modules, and laminates, mark-
ing a significant step in ad-
vanced manufacturing in TN. 
The project from Yeemak 
Group, which manufactures 
BLDC Motor, PCB Assembly 
and compressor components,  
also got approval.

“Johnson Electric Private 
Limited, which manufactures 
actuators, BLDC motors and 

power cooling motors, is anoth-
er major project. Evervan-Ko-
thari Footwear Private Limited 
is expected to generate employ-
ment for nearly 25,000 people. 
In addition, we are bringing 
Adidas brand footwear 
manufacturing to TN,” 
Rajaa said.

Chennai Radha Engi-
neering’s investment in 
ship hull manufactur-
ing was described as 
highly significant. Rajaa said 
shipbuilding was critical to ad-
vancing the blue economy and 
that TN’s long coastline must be 
effectively utilised to ensure 
sustainable livelihoods.

The cabinet also cleared 
projects by Jeanuvs Group 
(Aerospace and Defence Sys-
tems) involving the manufac-
ture of  radars, artillery shells 

and missile sub-systems.
Yazaki India Private 

Limited, engaged in au-
tomotive components 
and wiring harnesses, 
is also part of  the ap-

proved investments. Fur-
ther, expansion proposals 

of  Hyundai Wia India Limit-
ed, which manufactures CVJ 
modules, thermal management 
modules and drive shaft assem-
blies, have been cleared. ZetSol 
Energy Private Limited, a solar 

cell manufacturer, has proposed 
a unit in Thoothukudi.

Rajaa said the Tata Motors 
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) plant 
at Ranipet would be launched 
on February 9, with CM MK 
Stalin and Tata Motors/JLR 
CEO N Chandrasekaran jointly 
inaugurating the facility.

Recalling scepticism over 
earlier announcements, Rajaa 
said doubts had been raised 
about VinFast as well, but the 
project had progressed swiftly, 
from foundation stone to trial 
production, and the company 
had since emerged as the fourth 
highest-selling EV car brand in 
India.

‘Officers, journalists under 
threat from mining mafia’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thoothukudi

PUTHIYA Tamilagam presi-
dent Dr Krishnasamy has al-
leged that government officials 
and mediapersons are under 
constant threat from mining 
mafias, and urged the state gov-
ernment to crack down force-
ful ly  on i l le g al  mining 
operations.

Speaking to reporters on 
Thursday, Krishnasamy al-
leged that illicit mining of  riv-
er sand and minor minerals is 
rampant across the state. He 

cited the murder of  a village 
administrative of ficer in 
Thoothukudi and the recent at-
tack on mediapersons at Ku-
lithalai, and urged the govern-
ment to ensure the safety of  
journalists. While talking 
about the upcoming elections, 
he said the public should opt 
for a corruption-free govern-
ment that prevents illegal min-
ing and finds a resolution to the 
liquor menace. “There is time 
to decide on alliance partners. 
The Puthiya Tamilagam party 
will be a part of  the winning al-
liance,” he said.

Tata Motors’ Ranipet plant to be inaugurated on Feb 9

Potti walks out 
after bail in 2nd 
gold theft case
KOLLAM: A local court on 
Thursday granted statutory 
bail to Unnikrishnan Potti, the 
prime accused in the Sabar-
imala gold theft cases, follow-
ing which he was released from 
prison. Potti secured the relief  
in the second case related to 
the incident.

Kollam Vigilance Court 
Judge Mohit C S granted bail to 
Potti in the case pertaining to 
the theft of  gold from the door 
frames of  the Sreekovil (sanc-
tum sanctorum).

The bail was granted as the 
SIT probing the case failed to 
file a charge sheet within 90 
days of  Potti’s arrest, making 
him eligible for statutory bail.

He  had earlier been granted 
statutory bail in the case relat-
ed to the theft of  gold from the 
Dwarapalaka (guardian deity) 
idol plates. 

The court imposed condi-
tions, including execution of  a 
bond with two solvent sureties 
for ̀ 2 lakh each, a direction not 
to enter Pathanamthitta dis-
trict, a direction to refrain 
from influencing witnesses or 
tampering with evidence, and 
an obligation to appear before 
the IO whenever summoned.

After completing bail for-
malities, Potti was released 
from the Thiruvananthapuram 
Special Sub Jail by around 6.30 
pm. His family members re-
ceived him. He is the first ac-

cused in both cases and is the 
fourth person arrested in con-
nection with the incident, to be 
released from custody. It was 
Potti who had approached the 
Travancore Devaswom Board 
(TDB) for replating gold-clad 
artefacts. The SIT claimed that 
gold was diverted from the ar-
tefacts during the process.

Meanwhile, the court ex-
tended the remand of  Tantri 
(chief  priest) Kandararu Ra-
jeevaru. He has filed a bail peti-
tion, which will be considered 
on February 9. The Kerala HC, 
which had directed the consti-
tution of  the SIT in the Sabar-
imala case, had expressed sat-
isfaction over the progress of  
the investigation, even as some 
accused became eligible for 
bail owing to delays in filing 
the charge sheets.  PTI

Relief for prime accused in Sabarimala case 
as SIT fails to file charge sheet in 90 days

Unnikrishnan Potti, the prime accused 
in the Sabarimala gold theft case, was 
released from prison |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Awareness drive on  
book festival launched
TIRUNELVELI: The district 
administration on Thursday 
launched a campaign to promote 
the 9th edition of the Porunai 
Nellai Book Festival, to be held 
from February 10 to 22 at the 
Corporation Trade centre. 
Collector Dr R Sukumar 
inaugurated the campaign. As 
part of the outreach initiative, 
students created murals focusing 
on reading. Performances such as 
oyilattam, marakkaal aattam, 
kuthirai aattam, parai music and 
mayil aattam were staged. The 
festival aims to showcase 
Tirunelveli’s culture and historical 
legacy, said a press note. ENS

Nalam Kakkum Stalin camps in Kumari tomorrow
KANNIYAKUMARI: Collector R Alagumeena said that ‘Nalam Kakkum 
Stalin’ camp will be held on Saturday for three town panchayats and 

three village panchayats at Holy Angel Matriculation School at 
Melpuram between 9 am and 4 pm. The camp will be for people of 

Edaicode, Pazhugal, Pacode town panchayats, and Puliyoorsalai, 
Devicode, Mulucode village panchayats, she added. ENS

Anna varsity teaching fellows’ protest 
for job regularisation enters 3rd day 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai

FOR the third consecutive day, 
teaching fellows working at 
Anna University’s regional cen-
tres staged a sit-in protest inside 
the Madurai campus on Thurs-
day, demanding immediate rein-
statement and regularisation of  
their services by the Tamil 
Nadu government.

The teaching fellows said they 
were abruptly denied work after 
December without prior intima-
tion. Speaking to TNIE on con-
dition of  anonymity, one of  the 
protesting teaching fellows said 
they have been working for over 
10 years on a consolidated 
monthly salary ranging be-
tween `27,000 and `30,000.

“The Madras HC recently di-
rected the state government to 
regularise services on par with 
assistant professors. However, 

despite the court order, the 
Anna University administra-
tion has not extended our em-
ployment,” the fellow said.

In total, 328 teaching fellows 
working at Anna University’s 
regional centres in Madurai, 
Tirunelveli and Coimbatore, 
along with 13 constituent col-
leges, continued their protest.

Meanwhile, Makkal Kalvi 
Kootiyakkam coordinator Prof  
R Murali condemned the state 

government’s decision not to ex-
tend services of  teaching fel-
lows. “This is akin to mercy kill-
ing,” he said. He urged Chief  
Minister MK Stalin to immedi-
ately reinstate teaching fellows 
and halt recruitment of  teach-
ing staff  on an hourly basis.

Responding to the issue, a 
senior Anna University official 
said that the matter was purely 
a decision of  the state 
government.

Teaching fellows working at Anna University’s Madurai regional centre staged a 
sit-in protest inside the campus on Thursday |  EXPRESS

Karnataka government has approved the 
implementation of an AI-powered ‘Social 
Media Analytics Solution’ to control hate 
speech, misinformation in news and media

AI TO CURB 
FAKE NEWS

Specification No.
Tender Inviting 

Authority
Name of the Work

PC - 1129 CE / P&C
Supply Erection and Commissioning of DTPC
with associated materials

T.2362 CE / Transmission
Supply of 230 KV, Single Core Aluminium  
conductor - laying of cable

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / opening, viewing and downloading of e-tenders, 
please visit websites: www.tantransco.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

DIPR/773/Tender/2026

Name of Work
Approx. value 

of work
EMD

Formation of Approach Road (Ch 0+000 
- 0+745 ) including Construction of Minor 
Bridges, Culverts, Storm Water Drain 
from Km 55/4 of NH-44 to SIPCOT 
Industrial Park, Shoolagiri - Phase–II.

Rs.1814.00 
lakhs 

(including GST 
@18%)

Rs.9,20,000/-* 

* EMD shall be paid through eBG only (as per the list of banks attached 
in the Annexure-III)  
The tender schedule can be downloaded at free of cost from the website 
https://tntenders.gov.in   

NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN

BENJAMIN DISRAELI


