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NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The
Indian armed forces are set
to buy more Israeli Heron
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) drones after their suc-
cessful use in Operation
Sindoor earlier this year and
plan to arm them with air-
launched Spike anti-tank
guided missiles.

The Indian armed forces
already operate a large fleet
of Heron drones across all
three services, the Army,
Navy and Air Force, from
their respective bases.

Intelligence agencies also
use Herons for specialised
operations.

Defence officials have told
ANI that the forces are plac-

ing new orders to acquire
additional Heron drones,
which were effectively
deployed for intelligence,
surveillance and reconnais-
sance (ISR) missions during
Operation Sindoor against
Pakistan in May this year

The officials further said
efforts are underway to
weaponise these drones. One
wing of the armed forces is
working on equipping Herons
with Spike-NLOS (non-line-
of-sight) anti-tank guided
missiles, which will give them
the ability to strike enemy
targets during future con-
flicts.

The Heron drones are pri-
marily used for long-range

surveillance on both the
Chinese and Pakistani bor-
ders and have proved highly
effective.

In parallel, the Indian Air
Force and the Ministry of
Defence have been pursuing
Project Cheetah for several
years to upgrade the surveil-
lance and combat capabilities
of the Heron fleet.

India has also been
acquiring the advanced
Heron Mark 2 drones in
recent years. These upgrad-
ed UAVs are equipped with
satellite communication sys-
tems, enabling them to fly
longer missions with extend-
ed ranges.

At the same time, India

also has its own indigenous
programme to develop
Medium Altitude Long
Endurance (MALE) drones.
Under this plan, the govern-
ment is looking to procure 87
UAVs through a competitive
bidding process.

Major defence companies
such as Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
Larsen & Toubro (L&T), Solar
Industries Defence and
Aerospace, and Adani
Defence are expected to be
key contenders.

Some of the drones under
this programme will likely be
developed in collaboration
with established Israeli
defence manufacturers.

India to buy more Heron drones from Israel,
arm them with Spike anti-tank missiles

MISSING NAVY OFFI-

CIAL FOUND DEAD NEAR

MATHERAN TREK ROUTE
MUMBAI : The decomposed body of a 33-
year-old Navy official, who went missing
during a trek at Matheran hill station
near Mumbai earlier this month, has
been found in a gorge, police said on
Thursday.

The deceased, identified as
Surajsingh Amarpalsingh Chauhan,
served as Master Chief, Class II, at
Colaba in south Mumbai, and had joined
duty four months ago, an official said.

Chauhan had gone for Bhivpuri-
Garbett trek at Matheran on September
7, and later went missing, he said.

When he did not return home and
his mobile phone was also switched off,
his family members approached the
Cuffe Parade Police Station in south
Mumbai with a missing person complaint
and a case was registered.

The decomposed body was recov-
ered on Monday after a trekker alerted
Neral Police Station near Matheran in
neighbouring Raigad district, the official
said.

, after receiving the missing com-
plaint, the police launched a probe and
Chauhan's location was traced to
Matheran area.     Accordingly, a search
was launched by police teams with the
help of forest department, Sahyadri res-
cue team and other agencies, Neral's
assistant police inspector Shivaji Dhavale
said.     However, Chauhan, a native of
Rajasthan, remained untraceable for
more than a week.     On Monday, a
trekker, walking in the hilly terrain,
found a decomposed body in a 50-foot-
deep gorge behind a temple near the Pali
Bhootwali dam and alerted police.     The
police, along with rescue teams, rushed
to the spot and the body was later sent
for postmortem to the government-run J
J Hospital in Mumbai, the official said.
In the CCTV footage of Bhivpuri station
and nearby areas, Chauhan was seen
walking alone for the trek, he said,
adding no foul play was suspected.

NEW DELHI [INDIA] :
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh called upon the Indian
Defence Estates Service
(IDES) officers to strive for
the development of
Cantonment Boards into
smart, green and sustainable
urban ecosystems in sync
with the Government's vision
of transforming India into a
developed country, and
aspire to achieve the target
by 2035.

He was delivering the
keynote address at 'MAN-
THAN 2025', a two-day
national conference organ-
ised by the Directorate
General of Defence Estates
(DGDE) on the central theme
'Strategic Roadmap to Viksit
Bharat @2047', in New Delhi.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday said the
government's decision to
decriminalise minor offences
under the Cantonments Act
through the Jan Vishwas Act,
2023, would improve ease of
living and ease of doing busi-
ness in cantonments.

"Colonial-era laws now
feel like a burden, and the
administrative system often
becomes complicated. To
reduce these complexities
and to promote citizen trust-

based governance, the gov-
ernment brought in the Jan
Vishwas Act in 2023. Under
this law, certain minor
offences under the
Cantonments Act, 2006, have
been decriminalised. Now
they will only be dealt with
through monetary penalties.
This step of decriminalisation
will greatly help in improving
the ease of living in canton-
ment areas. Along with ease
of living, it will also promote
ease of doing business,"
Singh said.

The Defence Minister,
however, cautioned that
penalties should not be dis-
proportionate.

"You are aware of this.
But I would also like to
remind you here: even while
imposing monetary penalties,
care and balance must be
exercised. Sometimes the
penalties imposed are higher
than the value of the proper-
ty itself," Singh noted.

He also endorsed for
financially independent IDES
and Cantonment Boards,
urging them to brainstorm on
the subject and prepare a
framework for the realisation
of the vision. He extended the
Government's full support in
this endeavour.

Transform Cantonment Boards into smart,
sustainable urban ecosystems: Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh tells IDES officers

"FINAL ORDER
EXPOSES FALSITY
OF CLAIMS WIDELY
AMPLIFIED BY
SHORT-SELLER":
ADANI GROUP ON
SEBI CLEAN CHIT
MUMBAI (MAHARASHTRA) :
In a victory for the Adani
Group, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) has closed its investi-
gation into the allegations
made by US short-seller
Hindenburg Research.

According to a statement
from the Adani Group, the
final order exposed the falsi-
ty of the claims widely ampli-
fied by the short-seller.

India's market regulator
SEBI concluded that the
Adani Group "did not violate
any rules by routing funds
through two private firms,
effectively dismissing claims
of hidden related party
transactions and fraud."

The probe, which was
prompted by a Supreme
Court directive following the
Hindenburg report in
January 2023, centred on
transactions between pub-
licly listed Adani companies-
-Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone, Adani
Power and Adani
Enterprises--and two pri-
vate, unlisted entities:
Milestone Tradelinks and
Rehvar Infrastructure.

Hindenburg had alleged
that these private firms were
used as a facade to conceal
transactions that should
have been disclosed to
shareholders as "related
party transactions" (RPTs).

However, SEBI's exhaus-
tive inquiry, detailed in its
final order, found no sub-
stance to these allegations.
The regulator's key finding
rested on the effect of the
LODR Regulations as they
existed during the investiga-
tion period (2018-2023).

SEBI said that the law at
the time defined related
party transactions only for
direct dealings between a
company and its related 
parties.


