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6 suspects 
questioned by police over deadly 
Manchester synagogue attack
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DUBAI

IRAN executed six death-row 
inmates on Saturday it alleged 
carried out attacks in the coun-
try’s oil-rich southwest on be-
half  of  Israel, the latest prison-
ers to be put to death in a wave 
of  executions believed to be the 
highest in decades.

The executions follow the 12-
day Iran-Israel war in June, 
which ended with Tehran vow-
ing it would target its enemies 
at home and abroad. However, 
activists warn Iran often relies 
on coerced confessions and 
closed-door trials in its death 
penalty cases, particularly 
those involving Israel.

Iran said the men killed po-
lice officers and security forces, 
as well as orchestrated bomb-
ings targeting sites around 
Khorramshahr in Iran’s restive 
Khuzestan province. Iranian 
television aired footage of  one 
of  the men talking about the at-
tacks, saying it was the first 
time the details were being 
made public.A Kurdish group 
called the Hengaw Organisation 
reported the men’s execution, 
identifying them all as “Arab po-
litical prisoners” detained dur-
ing protests in 2019.  AP

Iran excecutes  
six Arabs over 
alleged attacks 
linked to Israel

Amenhotep III’s tomb 
opens after 20 years
LUXOR

EGYPT on Saturday opened a tomb of  a pharaoh 
for visitors after more than two decades of  renova-
tion in the southern city of  Luxor, as it prepares 
for the official opening of  the Grand Egyptian Mu-
seum in Cairo.

The huge tomb of  Amenhotep III, who ruled an-
cient Egypt between 1390 BC and 1350 BC, is located 
on the western side of  the famed Valley of  the 
Kings. It was found in 1799 by two people and its 
contents were looted, including the sarcophagus, 

Egyptian antiquities 
authorities said.

It has been under a 
Japanese-led, three-
phased restoration 
project for the past two 
decades, including ren-
ovating paintings of  the 
pharaoh and his wife on 
the tomb walls, said Mo-
hamed Ismail, secre-
tary-general of  the Su-
preme Counci l  o f  
Antiquities. “It’s a very 
fascinating tomb,” he 
told The Associated 
Press at the scene, add-
ing that it includes a 

frame of  the stolen sarcophagus box, with the lid in 
place where it would have been. 

The tomb starts with a 36-meter (118-foot)-long, 
14-meter (45-foot)-deep, downward-sloping passage-
way beneath the Valley of  the Kings. It includes a 
main burial chamber for the king, and two other 
chambers for his wives, Queens Tiye and Sitamun. 
Unlike other ancient tombs in the valley, the tomb 
is not fully decorated, Ismail said.  Its paintings 
show Amenhotep III with a group of  ancient Egyp-
tian gods, and the burial chamber contains inscrip-
tions of  scenes from the Book of  Dead, which is a 
collection of  spells. AP

Visitors explore Amenhotep III ’s 
tomb in the Valley of Kings in 
the southern city of Luxor, Egypt 
as it  opened to visitors for the 
first time in over 20 years |  AP

BARCELONA

TENS of  thousands of  people 
are marching in Barcelona as 
Spain, Italy and Portugal gear 
up for mass demonstrations to 
protest Israel’s war in Gaza.

Protests in Spain’s second-
largest city as well as in Madrid 
were called for weeks ago, while 
calls for demonstrations in 
Rome and Lisbon followed 
widespread anger after the Is-
raeli interception of  a humani-
tarian aid flotilla that had set 
sail from Barcelona, trying to 
break the blockade of  the Pal-
estinian territory.

Over 40 Spaniards, including 
a former Barcelona mayor, are 
among the 450 activists that Is-
rael removed from the flotilla’s 
boats this week. Italy already 
saw more than 2 million people 
rally on Friday across the coun-
try in a one-day general strike to 
support the residents of Gaza.

Spain has seen an upsurge of  
support for Palestinians in re-
cent weeks while its left-wing 
government intensifies diplo-
matic efforts against the far-
right government of  Benjamin 
Netanyahu. Protests against 
the presence of  an Israeli-
owned cycling team repeatedly 
disrupted the Spanish Vuelta 
last month, while Spanish 
Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez 
called the destruction in Gaza a 
“genocide” and asked for the 
ban of  all Israeli teams from in-
ternational sporting events.

The calls for protests in 
Southern Europe come as Ha-
mas said it has accepted some 
elements of  the plan laid out by 
US President Donald Trump to 
end the two-year war. AP

Thousands 
take to streets 
in Barcelona 
over Gaza war

Israel halts Gaza strikes and prepares 
for US-brokered peace, hostage talks
Hamas conveys its acceptance of parts of Trump’s plan; Israel 
official says no forces have yet been removed from the territory

TEL AVIV

ISRAELI bombing of  Gaza City 
has “significantly subsided” 
though at least five Palestini-
ans were killed, a hospital offi-
cial said on Saturday. Israel’s 
army said the country’s leaders 
had instructed it to prepare for 
the first phase of  the US plan to 
end the war in Gaza.

Israel has moved to a defen-
sive-only position in Gaza and 
will not actively strike, said an 
official who was not authorised 
to speak to the media on the 
record. The official said no forces 
have been removed from the ter-
ritory. Still, Shifa Hospital direc-
tor Mohamed Abu Selmiyah told 
the AP that Israeli strikes killed 
five Palestinians across Gaza 
City, while bombing had “signifi-
cantly subsided.” 

The army statement came 
hours after President Donald 
Trump ordered Israel to stop 
bombing Gaza once Hamas said 
it had accepted some elements of  

his plan. Trump welcomed the 
Hamas statement, saying: “I be-
lieve they are ready for a lasting 
peace.” Trump appears deter-
mined to deliver on pledges to 
end the war and return all hos-
tages ahead of  the second anni-
versary on Tuesday of  the attack 
that sparked it. His proposal un-
veiled earlier this week has wide-
spread international support.

On Friday, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s of-
fice said Israel was committed 
to ending the war that began 
when Hamas attacked Israel on 
October 7, 2023. Netanyahu is 
under increasing pressure to 
end the conflict. The official 
told the AP that Netanyahu put 
out the rare late-night state-
ment on the Sabbath, saying 
that Israel has started to pre-
pare for Trump’s plan due to 
pressure from the US The offi-
cial also said a negotiating team 
was getting ready to travel, but 
there was no date specified.

A senior Egyptian official 

said US envoy Steve Witkoff  
will travel to Egypt to head the 
US negotiating team in the 
talks to release the Israeli hos-
tages in exchange for Palestin-
ians in Israeli detention. 

Delegations from Israel and 
Hamas will join the talks, which 
also will discuss maps showing 
the expected withdrawal of  Is-
raeli forces from certain areas 
in Gaza, said the official who 
spoke on condition of  anonym-
ity because he wasn’t author-
ised to brief  the media. AP
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Pro-Palestinian demonstrators rally during a protest in Barcelona in Spain  in 
solidarity after ships were intercepted by the Israeli  navy |  AP

Ultra-conservative Takaichi 
could be 1st Japan female PM
TOKYO

JAPAN’s governing party on 
Saturday elected former Eco-
nomic Security Minister Sanae 
Takaichi, a hard-line ultra-con-
servative and China hawk, as 
its new leader, making her like-
ly to become the country’s first 
female prime minister.

In a country that ranks poorly 
internationally for gender equal-
ity, the 64-year-old Takaichi 
makes history as the first female 
leader of  Japan’s long-govern-
ing conservative Liberal Demo-
cratic Party. Takaichi is one of  
the most conservative members 
of  the male-dominated party. 

An admirer of  former Brit-
ish Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, Takaichi is a protege 
of  former Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe ‘s ultra-con-
servative vision and a regular 
at the Yasukuni Shrine, seen as 
a symbol of  Japan’s wartime 
militarism, which could com-
plicate Tokyo’s relations with 
its Asian neighbors.

Takaichi beat Agriculture 
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, the 
son of  popular former Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi, in 
a runoff  in a vote by the LDP on 
Saturday. Takaichi replaces 
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba 
as the party hopes to regain 
public support and stay in pow-
er after major election losses. 
She is likely to be Japan’s next 
prime minister because the 
party remains by far the largest 
in the lower house, which de-

termines the national leader, 
and because opposition groups 
are highly splintered.

“Now that the LDP has its 
first female president, its scen-
ery will change a little,” Takai-
chi said as she tried out the 
president’s chair. Takaichi lat-
er said she will immediately 
work on stemming rising pric-
es, while also focusing on diplo-
matic and security challenges.

A parliamentary vote is ex-
pected in mid-October. The 
LDP, which has been criticised 
by opposition leaders for creat-
ing a prolonged political vacu-
um, said Takaichi needs to hur-
ry because the winner will soon 
face a diplomatic test: a possi-
ble summit with US President 
Donald Trump, who could de-
mand that Japan increase its 
defense spending.

A meeting is reportedly be-
ing planned for late October. 
Trump will travel to the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit in South Korea start-
ing October 31. AP

Newly-elected leader of Japan’s Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) Sanae Takaichi 
after winning the LDP leadership 
election in Tokyo, Japan |  AP

ISLAMABAD 

AFTER days of  violent unrest 
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, 
the federal government and 
protesters on Saturday signed 
an agreement to end the ongo-
ing demonstrations that have 
left at least 10 people dead and 
hundreds injured. 

Violence marred the peace of  
the region due to a strike, which 
began on September 29 when 
talks broke down between offi-
cials and leaders of  the Jammu 
Kashmir Joint Awami Action 
Committee (JKJAAC), a repre-
sentative body of  protestors.  

The protestors had issued a 
charter of  38 points, urging the 
authorities to accept them or 
they would take to the roads, 

which they did eventually, lead-
ing to violent clashes with po-
lice that killed at least 10 peo-
ple, including three police 
personnel.  

As the unrest widened, Paki-
stan Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  dispatched a high-pow-
ered delegation to Muzaffara-
bad on Wednesday to find a ne-
gotiated solution

The team, led by former pre-
mier Raja Pervaiz Ashraf, en-
gaged in extensive discussions 
for two consecutive days, which 
concluded around midnight. 
Minister for Parliamentary Af-
fairs Tariq Fazal Chaudhry an-
nounced on social media that 
an agreement had been reached 
between the two sides.

 PTI

Members of the Awami Action Committee, a civil  r ights alliance, take part in a 
protest rally in Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistan occupied Kashmir |  AP

Pakistan govt, protesters  
sign deal to end PoK stir

KYIV

RUSSIAN drones and missiles 
pounded Ukraine’s power grid 
overnight into Saturday, a 
Ukrainian energy firm said, a 
day after what officials de-
scribed as the biggest attack on 
Ukrainian natural gas facilities 
since Moscow’s all-out invasion 
more than three and a half  
years ago.

The strike damaged energy 
facilities near Chernihiv, a 
northern city close to the Rus-
sian border, and sparked black-
outs set to affect some 50,000 
households in and around the 
area, according to the regional 
operator Chernihivoblenergo. 

The head of  Chernihiv’s mili-
tary administration, Dmytro 
Bryzhynskyi, confirmed a 
nighttime Russian attack on the 
city caused multiple fires, but 
did not immediately say what 
was hit. The day before, Russia 
launched its biggest attack of  
the war against natural gas fa-
cilities run by Ukraine’s state-
owned Naftogaz Group, Ukrain-
ian officials said.

Russia fired a total of  381 
drones and 35 missiles at 
Ukraine on Friday, according to 
Ukraine’s air force, in what of-
ficials said was an attempt to 
wreck the Ukrainian power grid 
ahead of  winter and wear down 
public support for the 3-year-old 
conflict. Naftogaz’s chief  execu-
tive, Serhii Koretskyi, said Fri-
day the attacks had no military 
purpose, while Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Yulia Svyrydenko ac-
cused Moscow of  ‘terrorising 
civilians.’ Moscow claimed the 
strikes targeted facilities that 
support Kyiv’s war effort.

Overnight into Saturday, Rus-
sian forces launched a further 
109 drones and three ballistic 
missiles at Ukraine, the Ukrain-
ian military reported. It said 73 
of  the drones were shot down or 
sent off  course. AP

Russian drones, 
missiles pound 
Ukraine’s 
power grid

50K HOUSES HIT    China’s H-1B equivalent K visa faces criticism
BEIJING

China is yet to implement its 
much-publicised K visa for 
foreign professionals 
from October 1 as its 
embassies abroad are 
all closed till October 8 
for the national day and 
mid-autumn festival
holidays.

The new visa is facing criti-
cism in the Chinese social me-
dia considering the employ-

ment situation in the country 
due to economic slowdown.

 The announcement of  the K 
visa in August this year 

largely went unnoticed 
until US President Don-
ald Trump announced 
USD 1,00,000 fee for H-1B 
visa which mostly ben-

efited Indian profession-
als over the years.

The K visa aims to facilitate 
exchanges and cooperation be-
tween Chinese and interna-

tional young professionals in 
scientific and technological 
fields, spokesperson Guo 
Jiakun told media here on Sep-
tember 29. 

Though the new visa was 
due to come into effect from 
October 1, it has not been listed 
by the Chinese embassies as 
they are shut down till October 
8 to celebrate the national day 
and autumn festival holidays.

The new visa is dubbed as 
China’s H-1B. PTI

VISA


