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Workcationing in Fort Kochi? DTPC 
plans lounge to boost experience
A N N A  J O S E  @ Kochi

WITH the aim of  enhancing 
the experience of  holidaymak-
ers, the tourism department 
has proposed setting up a trav-
el lounge at Veli Ground, a rec-
reational and community 
space in Fort Kochi. 

“The aim is to set up a facil-
ity that would assist short- and 
long-term tourists. We have 
many backpackers who visit 
Fort Kochi. And those seeking 
the space to store their luggage 
after checking out of  hotels or 
while visiting destinations 
nearby can use the facility. 
This will also be a space to re-
lax and unwind,” said Lijo 
Joseph, secretary of  the Er-
nakulam District Tourism Pro-
motion Council (DTPC). 

Besides cloakrooms, the 
tourist centre will have high-
speed internet, co-working 
spaces, cabins, and meeting 
rooms, making it a suitable 
space for travellers who need a 
professional environment to 

work or hold meetings. Ac-
cording to Benedict Fernandes, 
chairman of  the Metropolitan 
Planning Committee and Veli 
division councillor, the facility 
will improve services provided 
to tourists in the city. “Fort Ko-
chi is a place that attracts tour-
ists from across the world and 
the country. Setting up such a 
centre would help improve the 

experience of  travellers. More-
over, there are now many who 
arrive on workcation who re-
quire better internet facilities 
and working spaces,” he said. 

DTPC is finalising the de-
tailed project report. 

“The total budget will be 
confirmed once the report is 
ready,” Lijo said. “The centre 
is expected to boast a reading 

room and other facilities. 
Nearly ̀ 3 crore has been tenta-
tively allocated for the project. 
Final decisions regarding de-
sign and funding are expected 
in the coming weeks,” Bene-
dict stressed.

The facility will also have 
high-quality amenities, includ-
ing a cafe, a toilet complex in-
cluding disabled-friendly re-
strooms, a lounge, and a tourist 
facilitation centre. Once com-
pleted, it is expected to im-
prove the infrastructure for 
tourists in Fort Kochi, offering 
them convenience, connectiv-
ity, and comfort.

Vaduthala-Perandoor 
bridge gets technical 
nod, work to begin soon
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

THE project to build a bridge 
across the Perandoor Canal to 
connect Vaduthala and Peran-
door received technical sanc-
tion from the state government. 
The works department will be 
supervising the construction, 
and the tender proceedings for 
the project have also begun. 

The project was proposed in 
2016 and the land acquisition 
was completed in 2023.“The 
completion of  the Vaduthala-
Perandoor bridge will be a re-
lief to the city’s transport sys-
tem. This bridge will become 
an easy way to connect Pacha-
lam-Vaduthala areas with Per-
andoor and will help reduce 
traffic congestion in Ernaku-
lam city,” said T J Vinod, MLA.   
The project also got adminis-
trative sanction of  ̀ 34.24 crore, 

including `10 crore for land 
acquisition. 

“As per the revised align-
ment, 34 cents of  land has been 
acquired on the Perandoor side 
and 55 cents on the Vaduthala 
side. All necessary clearances 
for the construction of  the 
bridge, including the clearance 
certificate under the Coastal 
Management Act, have already 
been received. The construc-
tion of  the bridge will begin af-
ter a contractor is selected 
through the tender proceed-
ings,” he added. 

Veli  ground in Fort Kochi where the tourism centre is set to be constructed by the 
tourism department |  T P SOORAJ

The centre is expected to 
boast a reading room and 
other facilities. Nearly `3 
crore has been tentatively 
allocated for the project. 
Final decisions regarding 
design and funding are 
expected in the coming 
weeks

Benedict Fernandes, chairman of the 
Metropolitan Planning Committee

SPECIFICATIONS
Length: 153.60 metres 

Width: 11 metres

Footpaths on both sides

Carriage way: 7.50 metres

Subhash Park a 
model for state 
in public space 
management: Min
Kochi: Minister for Tourism 
and Public Works P A 
Mohamed Riyas, on 
Saturday, said that 
Subhash Bose Park is a 
model for the state in 
public space management. 
“The government’s policy is 
to make our public facilities 
disabled friendly. But the 
truth is that there are many 
places that fail to 
implement it properly. 
Subhash Bose Park has a 
high-quality disabled 
friendly toilet system and 
baby care facilities,” he 
said. He was inaugurating 
the renovated toilet 
complex and the nature-
based wastewater 
treatment at the park.

Differently abled 
woman molested
Kochi: A man sexually 
harassed a differently abled 
woman at her house in 
Kalamassery while her 
mother was away. The 
accused has been identified 
as Kaliyamoorthi Kannu, a 
native of Sankarapuram in 
Tamil Nadu, who is engaged 
in cleaning services in the 
city. The accused went to 
the victim’s house on Friday 
evening to inquire about 
payment for cleaning work 
undertaken jointly by him 
and the victim’s mother, 
said an officer with the city 
police. When the accused 
arrived, the victim’s mother 
was not at home. The 
wheelchair-bound victim 
told the man to come later. 
However, the accused 
trespassed into the house, 
where he sexually harassed 
her, said the officer.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Women’s Blind Football 
World Cup kicks off  
today; India to play Brazil
M A N I S H A  V  C  S  @Kochi 

FOOTBALL is a game of  keen 
observation, acute perception, 
and brisk and agile movements 
— which require keen senses. 
But what when sight is no long-
er part of  the picture? Welcome 
to the world of  blind football. 

In this five-a-side format, the 
completely blind outfield play-
ers, wearing blackout eye 
masks, depend on the height-
ened state of  their other senses 
— including crisp conscious-
ness and sharp listening ability 
— to control the ball and make 
their moves. The balls 
used are specially de-
signed with bells or 
other sound-making 
devices, allowing play-
ers to respond and re-
act to movements 

Football had been a 
part of  blind sports 
since 1999. In India, 
football for the blind 
was introduced in 
2013. The rapid strides 
that the country has 
made in the sport will 
be evident when Kochi hosts 
the second edition of  the IBSA 
Women’s Blind Football World 
Championship from today. 

The matches will be played at 
the United Sports Centre, 
Kakkanad where top teams in-
cluding Argentina, Brazil, Eng-
land, Poland, Turkey, Japan, 
Canada and hosts India will 
compete for the top prize. 

The inaugural edition of  the 
tournament, conducted by the 
International Blind Football 
Federation (IBFF) in associa-
tion with the International 
Blind Sports Association 
(IBSA) was held in Birming-
ham, UK, where Argentina 

emerged champions. India  
finished fourth. 

Driven by passion
“We may be blind in the eyes, 
but not in our minds, and that’s 
what pushes us forward in plat-
forms like these,” said Nirma 
Thakarda, the Indian captain 
who hails from a small town 
near Ahmedabad in Gujarat. 
Nirma was introduced to the 
game at the age of  25. But she 
rose quickly through the ranks
— going on to lead the national
team at 28. 

In the opening match, India 
will take on Brazil at 
7pm. 

For Canada’s Hilary 
Scanion blind football 
was a way of  getting 
back to the game. An 
avid footballer who 
lost her vision around 
10 years ago, it was a 
meeting with Canadi-
an team coach Matt 
Greenwood in 2016 
that helped her realise 
her dream. “All that I 
wanted to do was not 

to leave my passion for my dis-
ability and this sport gives us 
the space for the purpose,” the 
30-year-old said. 

Blind football features teams 
of  eight players, including 
three substitutes. The goal-
keeper is the only ‘sighted’ per-
son on the pitch. 

Blind football in India is 
guided by Sunil P Mathew, 
scouting director of  IBFF and 
head coach of  both men’s and 
women’s teams in India. Cur-
rently, there are 700 male foot-
ballers across 24 states and 
more than 200 female players 
from 13 states being trained in 
the game. 

Police initiative 
to integrate 
drug users into 
mainstream
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

KOCHI police commissioner 
Putta Vimaladitya on Saturday 
announced the expansion of  
the anti-drug initiative ‘Project 
Udayam’, introducing a provi-
sion for conditional immunity 
from prosecution for drug us-
ers who voluntarily seek de-
addiction treatment. The initia-
tive seeks to make full use of  
the provisions of  the NDPS Act 
under Section 64 (A) to bring 
drug users into the mainstream 
of  society.

Speaking to reporters, Vi-
maladitya said, “Under this ini-
tiative, we try to see them as 
someone in need of  support, 
rather than as criminals. We 
want to try to bring them into 
the mainstream. We have al-
ready started the initiative in 
Kalamassery and Mattancher-
ry police limits. At least five 
such users already came for-
ward under the initiative.” 
Most of  those who came for-
ward were very young, under 
the age of  25, he said.

The captains of the eight participating countries with the trophy at the Ernakulam 
Press Club ahead of the curtain-raiser of the Women’s Blind Football  World Cup 
organised by the Indian Blind Football  Federation |  EXPRESS

We may be blind in 
the eyes, but not 
in our minds, and 

that’s what 
pushes us forward 

in platforms like 
these

Nirma Thakarda, 
captain of the  

Indian team

Tourist centre’s facilities include cloakrooms, high-speed internet, co-working spaces & cabins

2 youngsters killed after bike crashes 
into metro pillar at Chambakkara
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

TWO youngsters died after 
their motorcycle rammed a 
metro pillar near Chambakka-
ra Market in the early hours of
Saturday. The deceased were 
identified as Sooraj K S, 24, a 
native of  Muttar in Alappuzha, 
and Swetha Ashok, 25, of  
Pazhuvil in Thrissur. The acci-
dent occurred around 12.45am 
when the rider lost control of  
the motorcycle and crashed 
into Metro Pillar No 953, said a 
personnel with the Maradu po-
lice station. 

Sooraj was employed at an 
eatery in Kakkanad, while 
Swetha worked at a store in Fo-
rum Mall. Sooraj had gone to 
pick up Swetha from the mall 
on Friday night and the duo 
were on their way back to 
Swetha’s accommodation in 
Kakkanad when the incident 
took place. Both youngsters 
were thrown onto the road from 

the impact of  the crash, leaving 
them seriously injured. Though 
they were rushed to Welcare 
Hospital, Vytilla, doctors de-
clared them dead on arrival. 

“Preliminary investigation 
suggests that the possiblility of  
the motorcycle colliding with 
another vehicle is very low. It 

appears to be a case of  self-ac-
cident, likely caused by over-
speeding or failure to negotiate 
a curve,” said Rajesh R, station 
house officer at the Maradu po-
lice station. The bodies were 
handed over to their relatives 
after the inquest and postmor-
tem examination at the govern-
ment hospital, he added.

A roommate of  Sooraj, who 
requested anonymity, said, “We 
were staying together at a pay-
ing guest accommodation in 
Kakkanad. He had gone out to 
pick up his friend, who was 
working an evening shift. The 
accident happened on their 
way back.”

SoorajSwetha

Man injured in road accident succumbs to injuries
Kochi: A 54-year-old man who suffered serious injuries in a road accident 
near Nucleus Mall on Friday evening, succumbed to his injuries on 
Saturday. Bhagyanath, a resident of Maradu, died while undergoing 
treatment at VPS Lakeshore Hospital. The accident occurred around 6.20 
pm, involved a two-wheeler and a car. Bhagyanath is the brother of 
Maradu municipal councillor Sobha.

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
Of the 30 kg gold donated to #Sabarimala by Vijay Mallya - how 
much remains? Why the cover-up and no probe? Why rehire the 
man who melted it? Devaswom Minister & TDB Chief must quit.CBI 
probe essential. Why CM is silent! #SabarimalaGoldMissingCase
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