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The PM 2.5 level recorded at Alandur 
on Saturday. Nitrogen dioxide level 
was at 14 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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SFI slams Pondy varsity over 
sexual harassment ‘rebuttal’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Puducherry

THE Students’ Federation of  
India (SFI) has strongly criti-
cised the Pondicherry Univer-
sity administration for what it 
called a “cover-up” in the al-
leged sexual harassment of  a 
postgraduate student at 
the university’s Kara-
ikal campus.

In a statement issued 
on Saturday, SFI reject-
ed the administration’s 
“rebuttal” dated Septem-
ber 30, which claimed that 
the allegations were based on 
an “old audio file” that had al-
ready been investigated and 
closed.

SFI leaders Steepan Raj (State 
President) and Praveen Kumar 
(State Secretary) said their in-
quiry revealed that the voice in 

the audio belonged to an MBA 
student from the 2023–25 batch. 
The victim, they claimed, had 
confided in a research scholar 
of  the same department about 
the harassment allegedly faced 
at the hands of  a Professor of  
the Department of  Manage-

ment by naming him.
“The University must 

clarify who conducted 
the inquiry, when it was 
held, and whether it fol-
lowed the POSH Act, 
2013 or the UGC Regula-

tions of  2015,” the SFI 
statement said. It questioned 

whether the victim or the ac-
cused were ever called for in-
quiry and whether digital evi-
dence such as mobile communi-
cations was examined. SFI also 
accused the university of  “sec-
ondary victimisation,” recall-
ing that the Madras HC had ear-

lier pulled up Pondicherry 
University for failing to protect 
survivors in a similar case in-
volving postgraduate students. 
According to the federation, the 
Karaikal campus victim was 
forced to discontinue her stud-
ies due to the administration’s 
silence and the indifference of  
faculty and students, including 
women staff.

“The issue cannot be brushed 
aside as ‘old’ or ‘closed.’ We will 
fight to the very end to ensure 
that the perpetrators, their pro-
tectors, and enablers are ex-
posed and punished,” the SFI 
said, urging other victims of  
sexual harassment on campus 
to come forward. The organisa-
tion pledged that “no victim of  
sexual harassment in Pon-
dicherry University will be si-
lenced, and no scream for jus-
tice will go unanswered.”

4 hurt as lightning strikes 
house in Chidambaram
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Cuddalore

FOUR people, including a Class 
11 student, were in-
jured on Saturday 
when lightning 
struck their house 
i n  T h a m b a r a m 
near Chidambar-
am, causing the 
wall and ceiling to 
collapse and dam-
aging electrical ap-
pliances. According 
to reports, heavy 
rain with thunder 
and lightning be-
gan early Saturday 
in several parts of  
Chidambaram. In 
Sivashakthi Nagar, 
Third Cross Street, 
a bolt of  lightning 
struck the terrace of  Nadiya’s 
house with a loud explosion.

At the time of  the lightning 

strike, Nadiya, her son Akilan 
(17), daughter Gayathri, and 
aunt Arulselvi were inside the 
house. Part of  the roof  and wall 

collapsed onto them. 
Akilan sustained a 
head injury, while the 
others had minor 
injuries.

“Television, refrig-
erator, air conditioner, 
washing machine, and 
ceiling fans were dam-
aged due to the light-
ning strike. When elec-
tricity surged through 
the house, we ran out-
side in panic and called 
our neighbours,” said 
Nadiya. Akilan was 
t a k e n  t o  t h e 
Chidambaram Govern-
ment Hospital, where 
he received five stitch-

es and was later referred to the 
Puducherry Government Hos-
pital for further treatment.

Pondy contract school teachers stage 
stir seeking regularisation of services
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Puducherry

TEACHERS on contract serv-
ing in Puducherry government 
schools stage a protest near the 
legislative assembly on Satur-
day seeking regularisation of  
their services .

Extending support, the Pu-
ducherry Federation of  Gov-
ernment Employees’ Unions 
has urged the government to 
regularise the services of  long-
serving contractual staff  in the 
School Education Department, 
citing  a recent Supreme Court 
verdict.

The Federation’s Honorary 
President TR Seshachalam said 
the apex court’s ruling in the 
Dharam Singh case on August 
19 clearly stated that employees 
should not be kept on daily 
wage or contractual rolls for 
long periods, and that such 
staff  should be made perma-

nent without delay.
Seshachalam pointed out 

that in Puducherry, 30 lectur-
ers, 20 graduate teachers, 61 
graduate language teachers, 
and 24 special and computer 
teachers have been working on 

a contractual basis for several 
years. He urged the CM and the 
Education Minister to act “hon-
estly and transparently” by is-
suing permanent appointment 
orders in line with the court’s 
directive.

‘Double-engine 
sarkar key for 
Pondy’s growth’
PUDUCHERRY: Several key in-
frastructure projects are imple-
mented in Pondicherry due to 
the presence of  a BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre and the 
NR Congress–BJP coalition in 
the UT, stated VP Ramalingam, 
the president of  the BJP’s UT 
unit. Addressing the media on 
Saturday, Ramalingam said Un-
ion Minister for Road Trans-
port and Highways Nitin Gad-
kari will visit Puducherry on 
October 13 to inaugurate the 
four-lane Mangalam–Poondi-
ankuppam to Villupuram–Na-
gapattinam highway. Gadkari 
will also lay the foundation 
stone for the construction of  a 
new flyover between Rajiv Gan-
dhi Square and Indira Gandhi 
Square at a cost of  `480 crore, 
funded by the Centre, besides 
launching widening works on 
the East Coast Road from Kala-
pet  to Puducherry at an esti-
mated `25 crore.  ENS

Part of the wall and 
ceiling collapsed after 
lightning strike | EXPRESS

PM to lay stone 
for fishing port in 
Karaikal on Oct 11
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Puducherry 

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi will lay the foundation 
stone for a modern integrated 
fishing port in Karaikal on Oc-
tober 11 through video confer-
encing. The project is estimated 
at `130 crore.

A consultation meeting to re-
view the arrangements was 
held on Saturday under the 
chairmanship of  Fisheries 
Minister K Lakshminaray-
anan. Karaikal Collector ASPS 
Ravi Prakash, PWD Supervis-
ing Engineer K Chandraseka-
ran, Executive Engineer J Ma-
hesh, and other senior officials 
participated.

The Minister directed offi-
cials to ensure all necessary ar-
rangements for the ceremony, 
which will also be attended by 
Puducherry Governor, Chief  
Minister and Speaker. 

Flood prevention work on at Veeranam lake area
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Cuddalore

AGRICULTURE and Farmers 
Welfare Minister MRK Pan-
neerselvam inaugurated a flood 
prevention project estimated at 
`63.50 crore in the Veeranam 
lake area of  Lalpet, Cuddalore 
district, in the presence of  col-
lector Sibi Adithya Senthil 
Kumar.

Speaking at the event,  Pan-
neerselvam said, “Through the 
Veeranam lake in Kattumann-
arkoil taluk, irrigation facili-
ties are provided to 44,856 acres 
of  farmland in Kattumann-
arkoil, Chidambaram, and 
Bhuvanagiri taluks, and addi-
tionally to about 40,000 acres 
through the Sethiyathope regu-
lator. The lake also supplies 74 
cubic feet per second of  drink-
ing water daily to Chennai.”

He said that in December 
2024, Veeranam lake received a 
record inflow of  30,000 cubic 
feet per second of  floodwater, 
the highest in 60 years. “As the 

lake overflowed beyond its 
sluice capacity, the drainage ca-
nal banks were damaged, lead-
ing to flooding and losses in 
nearby villages.

 To prevent such incidents, 
the CM announced a `63.50 

crore flood prevention project 
during his visit to Cuddalore,” 
he said.

The minister said works 
worth `29 crore include the 
construction of  additional sur-
plus weirs and improvement of  

drainage channels. Works 
worth `13.50 crore involve re-
pairing damaged iron sluice 
gates and electric hoists at the 
surplus weirs and Vadavar in-
take structures. Another `21 
crore will be spent on restoring 
and strengthening the Velliya-
nkal and Manavaykal surplus
channels, including the con-
struction of  flood protection 
walls.

“These measures will help 
discharge sur plus water 
smoothly without damaging 
the lake or canal banks and pre-
vent flooding in nearby 
villages,”Panneerselvam said. 
He added that the government 
is taking steps to develop Veer-
anam Lake as a tourist destina-
tion with facilities such as a 
park at an estimated cost of  ̀ 10 
crore.

Water Resources Department 
Executive Engineer K Kan-
tharuban, farmers’ association 
representative KV Elangiran, 
and several officials attended 
the event.

Agriculture Minister MRK Panneerselvam inaugurated a flood prevention project 
to be implemented at a cost of `63.50 crore in the Veeranam lake area of Lalpet, 
Cuddalore district. Collector Sibi  Adithya Senthil  Kumar was present |  EXPRESS

The Veeranam lake also supplies 74 cubic feet per second of drinking 
water daily to Chennai

MRK Panneerselvam, Agriculture Minister

Government school teachers staging a protest in Puducherry on Saturday |  SRIRAM R

I, VINOTHA, (Old Name) 
D/o. Kumar,  

residing at No.249,  
Kodikambam, Manmalai Village, 

Thukkapottai Post, Chengam 
Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District, 
Tamil Nadu - 606709, declare 

that I had changed my name from 
VINOTHA to MALINI K  
and shall henceforth be  

called and known as 
MALINI K (New Name)

- VINOTHA (Old Name)

CHANGE OF NAMEGREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

Tender Notice No.11/SE(P-WZ)/GHMC/2025-26 (2nd Call) Date: 01.10.2025

Item No. Name of work Est. Cost

1 Construction of Multi level Flyover / Grade Separators at Rethibowli and Nanal Nagar 
Junction under Engineering Procurement and Construction (EPC)/Turnkey Basis.

Rs.398 
Crores

Sl. No. Events          Date and Time
1 Start Date 06-10-2025 from 04:00 PM
2 Last Date & Time for receipt of Bids 21-10-2025 upto 3:00 PM
3 Opening of Technical Bid 21-10-2025 after 4:00 PM
4 Opening of Price Bid 23-10-2025 after 4:00 PM 

Note: The Bidders are advised to visit www.tender.telangana.gov.in to download Bid Document 
and EPC project Tender Drawings. Any Queries can be addressed to sesrdppwz@gmail.com.
Address of the officer concerned Sri G.Sree Lakshmi, SE(P-WZ), Superintending Engineer  
(Projects - WZ), GHMC, Tank Bund Road, Hyderabad. Further details can be seen at ‘e’ procurement 
https://tender.telangana.gov.in.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Projects-WZ), GHMC.
DIPR R.O. No.8832-PP/CL/Advt/1/2025-26, Dt: 04/10/2025


