
09 KOCHI newindianexpress com

200 killed
in clashes between rival jihadist 
groups in northeast Nigeria
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Senate moves closer to ending 
record US govt shutdown
WASHINGTON

THE US Senate took a major 
step toward ending the longest 
gover nment shutdown in 
American history when it 
cleared the way for a formal de-
bate on a motion to resume 
funding to federal agencies.

The development represents 
significant progress toward 
ending a government shutdown 
that has dragged on for over 40 
days, halted funding to federal 
programs and disrupted air 
travel and other essential in-
dustries. The breakthrough late
on Sunday came after Republi-
can and Democratic lawmakers 
reached a stopgap agreement to 
fund the government through 
January, after wrangling over 
healthcare subsidies, food ben-
efits and Trump’s firings of  fed-
eral employees. 

Following the deal the Repub-
lican-led chamber approved a 
procedural vote by 60 votes to 

40, putting a hard limit on how 
much longer senators can dis-
cuss the legislative measure.

It gave lawmakers a maxi-
mum of  30 more hours to con-
duct debate before voting on 
the motion, which will only 
need 50 votes to pass. It will still 
need approval from the Repub-
lican-controlled House of  Rep-
resentatives before it lands on 
President Donald Trump’s desk 
— a process which could take 
days. As the news emerged, 
Trump told reporters when he 
arrived at the White House af-

ter a weekend at his Mar-a-Lago 
estate in Florida: “It looks like 
we’re getting very close to the 
shutdown ending.”

Democratic Senator Tim 
Kaine of  Virginia was among 
the eight who joined Republi-
cans to support the measure, 
saying: “I need a moratorium on 
the punishing of  the federal 
workforce.” Virginia is home to 
300,000 federal workers, and the 
deal would restore all furloughed 
employees and reverse reduc-
tions-in-force layoffs by the 
Trump administration. The bill 
to keep the government funded 
at pre-shutdown levels “will pro-
tect federal workers from base-
less firings, reinstate those who 
have been wrongfully terminat-
ed during the shutdown, and en-
sure federal workers receive 
back pay” as required by law, 
Kaine added. Fellow Democrat 
Chuck Schumer could not be 
persuaded and voted against the 
measure. AFP

Senate Majority Leader John Thune

DON THREATENS BBC WITH $1B 
LAWSUIT OVER EDITED SPEECH
Accuses it of twisting his 2021 poll speech; chairman apologises for ‘error of judgement’

LONDON

US President Donald Trump 
has threatened legal action 
against the BBC over the way a 
speech he made was edited in a 
documentary aired by Britain’s 
national broadcaster.

BBC chairman Samir Shah 
on Monday apologised for the 
“error of  judgement,” which 
triggered the resignations of  
the BBC’s top executive and its 
head of  news. Director-General 
Tim Davie and news chief  Debo-
rah Turness quit on Sunday 
over accusations of  bias and 
misleading editing of  a speech 
Trump delivered on January 6, 
2021, before a crowd of  his sup-
porters stormed the Capitol in 
Washington.

The hourlong documentary — 
titled “Trump: A Second 

Chance?” — was broadcast as 
part of  the BBC’s “Panorama” 
series days before the 2024 US 
presidential election. It spliced 
together three quotes 
from two sections of  
the 2021 speech, deliv-
ered almost an hour 
apart, into what ap-
peared to be one quote 
in which Trump urged 
supporters to march 
with him and “fight 
like hell.” Among the 
parts cut out was a 
section where Trump 
said he wanted sup-
porters to demonstrate 
peacefully.

Shah said the broadcaster ac-
cepted “that the way the speech 
was edited did give the impres-
sion of  a direct call for violent 
action.” A letter from Trump 

attorney Alejandro Brito de-
mands the BBC “retract the 
false, defamatory, disparaging, 
and inflammatory statements,” 

apologise and “appro-
priately compensate 
President Trump for 
the harm caused,” or 
face legal action for 
$1 billion in damages. 
The BBC said it would 
review the letter “and 
respond directly in 
due course.”

Trump had earlier 
welcomed the resig-
nations of  the two 

BBC executives. He 
posted a link to a Daily Tele-
graph story about the speech-
editing on his Truth Social net-
work, thanking the newspaper 
“for exposing these Corrupt 
‘Journalists.’ These are very 

dishonest people who tried to 
step on the scales of  a Presiden-
tial Election.” He called that “a 
terrible thing for Democracy!”

In a resignation letter to staff, 
Davie said: “There have been 
some mistakes made and as di-
rector-general I have to take ul-
timate responsibility.”

Turness said the controver-
sy was damaging the BBC, 
and she quit “because the 
buck stops with me.” She de-
fended the organisation’s 
journalists against allega-
tions of  bias. 

“Our journalists are hard-
working people who strive for 
impartiality, and I will stand 
by their journalism,” she said 
Monday. “There is no institu-
tional bias. Mistakes are 
made, but there’s no institu-
tional bias.” AP

Donald Trump

China woos global tech talent with new K-visa
HONG KONG: Vaishnavi Srinivasagopalan, a skilled Indian IT professional 
who has worked in both India and the US, has been looking for work in 
China. Beijing’s new K-visa programme targeting science and technology 
workers could turn that dream into a reality. The K-visa rolled out by 
Beijing last month is part of China’s widening effort to catch up with the 
US in the race for global talent and cutting edge technology. It coincides 
with uncertainties over the US’s H-1B programme under tightened 
immigrations policies implemented by Donald Trump. “(The) K-visa for 
China (is) an equivalent to the H-1B for the US,” said Srinivasagopalan, 
who is intrigued by China’s working environment and culture after her 
father worked at a Chinese university a few years back. 
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DTyphoon 
Fung-wong 
leaves 8 dead 
in Philippines

31 inmates 
killed in  
jail riot in 
Ecuador

MANILA

TYPHOON Fung-wong 
blew out of  the north-
western Philippines on 
Monday after setting 
off  floods and land-
slides, knocking out 
power to entire provinc-
es, killing at least eight 
people and displacing 
more than 1.4 million 
others.

The typhoon was fore-
cast to head northwest 
toward Taiwan. Fung-
wong lashed the north-
ern Philippines while 
the country was still 
dealing with the devas-
tation wrought last 
week by Typhoon Ka-
lmaegi, which left at 
least 224 people dead in 
central provinces on 
November 4 before pum-
meling Vietnam, where 
at least five were killed.

Fung-wong slammed 
ashore in northeastern 
Aurora province on 
Sunday night as a super 
typhoon with sustained 
winds of  up to 185 kph 
and gusts of  up to 230 
kph. The 1,800-kilom-
eter-wide storm weak-
ened as it raked through 
mountainous northern 
provinces and agricul-
tural plains overnight 
before blowing away 
from the province of La
Union into the South 
China Sea, according to 
state forecasters.

 One person drowned 
in flash floods in the 
eastern province of  Cat-
anduanes, and another 
died in Catbalogan city 
in eastern Samar prov-
ince when her house 
collapsed on her, offi-
cials said. AP

QUITO

AUTHORITIES said at 
least 27 inmates were 
found dead by asphyxia-
tion Sunday afternoon 
at an Ecuadoran prison 
where an armed riot left 
four others dead and 
dozens injured in the 
morning.
 In a statement, prison 
authorities said the 27 
individuals found dead 
at the Machala prison in 
El Oro province had 
“among themselves 
committed asphyxia-
tion, which caused im-
mediate death by sus-
pension.” Authorities 
said they were still work-
ing to “fully clarify the 
facts,” and forensic med-
ical personnel were on 
site to verify informa-
tion.  AFP

DIPR/6061/Tender/2025

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.
Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)

TNPDCL invites e-Tender for procurement of 1000 MW RTC power for a period of 
five years under Medium Term from the Generators located in the State of Tamilnadu. 
Bidding will be done as per the Guidelines notified by Ministry of Power, Government 
of India revised guidelines dated 29.01.2019 and its amendment from time to time 
against tender specification through e-Bidding portal (DEEP) only against Tender 
Specification No. 07/TNPDCL/1000 MW/MEDIUM TERM/5 YRS/2025. The link for 
the e-Bidding portal is www.mstcecommerce.com and is also available on the 
website of Ministry of Power (www.powermin.nic.in) and PFC Consulting Ltd  
(www.pfcclindia.com). Specification is available in TNPDCL website and MSTC 
DEEP E-Bidding portal. Chief Engineer/PPP

TNPDCL


