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Chief Minister M.K. Stalin will inaugurate on
December 20 Porunai Archaeological Museum
on 13 acres near Reddiyarpatti hillock on the
outskirts of Palayamkottai to showcase the
artefacts excavated from ancient Tamil
civilization sites of Aditchanallur, Sivakalai and
Korkai. Inspecting the �nal phase of the works at
the museum, Minister for Local Administration
K.N. Nehru told presspersons on Friday that the
museum covered 54,000 square feet to showcase
he artefacts. Mr. Stalin would also inaugurate
buildings at Tirunelveli Medical College Hospital. 

CM to inaugurate Porunai
museum on December 20 
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SATURDAY, NOV. 29

RISE 06:17 SET 17:50

RISE 13:07 SET 00:35

SUNDAY, NOV. 30

RISE 06:17 SET 17:50

RISE 13:48 SET 01:26

MONDAY, DEC. 01

RISE 06:18 SET 17:51

RISE 14:31 SET 02:18
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and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
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vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
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The Tamil Nadu Rice Research Institute,
Aduthurai, conducted a training programme
“Value addition in mesta”, a commercial crop,
for the bene�t of delta farmers. According to a
TRRI release, the advantages of raising the mesta
crop was explained at the programme sponsored
by the All India Network Project on Jute and
Allied Fibres (AINP-JAF), ICAR-Central Research
Institute for Jute and Allied Fibres (CRIJAF),
Barrackpore, West Bengal, on the TRRI premises
at Aduthurai on November 26. Participants were
explained about the mesta cultivation practices
and the importance of natural �bres to replace
the synthetic �bres. A brief demonstration on
various crafts making techniques for
manufacturing/producing products such as
basket, �owers, photo frame, necklace, �ower
vase, and parrot, utilising mesta �bre. . 

Advantages of raising mesta
crop explained to farmers

THANJAVUR

Sri Thyagabrahama Sabha
Trust: Monthly music
programme, Besant Lodge, 6 p.m.
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TIRUCHI: The storage at the
Mettur dam stood at 114.67
feet on Friday against the
full reservoir level of 120
feet. 

The in�ow was 5,244 cu-
secs and the discharge
1,000 cusecs. 

Water level in
Mettur dam

The East Coast Coconut
Farmers’ Association (EC-
FA), Peravurani, has al-
leged that the price of co-
pra and coconut prices in
Tamil Nadu are being artif-
icially kept low by a private
company amid reduced
production and rising
demand.

In a statement here on
Thursday, ECFA president
E.V. Gandhi said pest at-
tacks and continuous rain
had sharply hit yields in
key coconut belts such as
Pollachi, Coimbatore, Pat-
tukkottai, and Peravurani
in Thanjavur district as
well as in parts of Kerala.
Under normal conditions,
lower output should have
pushed prices up, he said. 

“Within a week, copra
prices have fallen from
about ₹262 a kg to ₹192 a
kg, without any genuine in-
crease in arrivals,” he al-
leged. Traders and farmers

were being told that “large
volumes of copra loads”
were coming into the mar-
ket, though this was not
borne out by conditions on
the ground, he added. 

Mr. Gandhi said a farm-
er in Peravurani, who ear-
lier sold coconuts at ₹35–
₹37 per nut, was now com-
pelled to accept ₹30 as the
rates were being bench-
marked to prices in Kan-
gayam, where corporate-
linked procurement was
stronger. 

The association pointed
out that Kerala’s coopera-
tive agency Kerafed had

acknowledged that local
production was insu�-
cient and that the State de-
pended on Tamil Nadu for
its requirement of coco-
nuts and coconut oil, in-
cluding bulk orders of
around 100 tonnes a day.
“When Kerala is short of
coconuts and is turning to
Tamil Nadu, it is illogical to
claim surplus production
as the reason for a price
crash,” Mr. Gandhi said. 

If this “manipulation of
prices” continued, ECFA
has threatened to launch a
Statewide agitation, in-
cluding calls to boycott
products made from Tamil
Nadu coconuts by the con-
cerned company, social
media campaigns, and
protests in front of its o�c-
es. The association has
urged the State govern-
ment and the Agriculture
Marketing and Agri Busi-
ness Department to inter-
vene and ensure fair, tran-
sparent price discovery for
coconut growers. 

Private company manipulating
copra prices, say farmers 
The Hindu Bureau
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Pest attacks and continuous

rain have sharply hit coconut

yield, say farmers.  FILE PHOTO 

The Tamil Nadu Rice Re-
search Institute (TRRI),
Aduthurai, has completed
a 26-day residential skill
training programme in
scienti�c seed production
for rural youth.

The on-campus course,
titled “Seed Grower”, was
held from October 13 to
November 19 for 25 youth
from Thanjavur district.
Funded by the Tamil Nadu
Skill Development Corpo-
ration (TNSDC) under the
“Vetri Nichayam” scheme
for people in the 18-35 age
group, the programme
concluded with a �nal as-
sessment at the institute on
November 24. 

According to institute of-
�cials, the training aimed
to prepare participants as
seed production entrepre-
neurs. They were taken to
a seed storage godown,
Food Corporation of India

facility, seed testing labora-
tory, and a farmer produc-
er company in Thanjavur
to familiarise them with in-
stitutional systems and bu-
siness opportunities.

Under the TNSDC Skill
Voucher Programme, eligi-
ble candidates receive
vouchers of up to ₹12,000
to o�set training costs, and
those from vulnerable
groups are eligible for an
additional incentive of
₹6,000, credited through
Direct Bene�t Transfer on
successful completion. As-
sessment was done
through a mobile applica-
tion-based system with
Aadhaar validation, fol-
lowed by one-to-one viva
voce by a TNSDC-nominat-
ed assessor. All 25 candi-
dates passed and received
merit certi�cates. 

Director K. Subrahmani-
yan said the institute
would now focus on facili-
tating placements. 

TRRI holds 26-day
‘Seed Grower’ skill
training for farmers 
The Hindu Bureau
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More than 500 residents of
Nambiyar Nagar �shing vil-
lage laid siege to the Naga-
pattinam Collectorate on
Friday demanding basic
amenities, bringing tra�c
around the o�ce to a halt
for hours.

Residents of the area
said they had long sought
proper roads, drainage,
drinking water supply,
street lights and house site
pattas. They wanted the
access to the newly built
community hall and cy-
clone shelter opened as
the keys are with the mun-
icipality, and diesel and ice
plants at the Nambiyar Na-
gar �shing harbour.

“Water comes only once

in seven to ten days, and
even that is often muddy,”
M. Velayutham, a resident
told The Hindu.

The protest began
around 9 a.m. in front of
the Collectorate, where
police erected barricades
and closed the main gate;
revenue o�cials later held
talks with the protesters,
but residents insisted that
the Collector give a cate-
gorical assurance. 

Former AIADMK Minis-
ter O.S. Manian, TVK dis-
trict secretary Sugumar
and BJP cadre visited the
spot to express support.

The agitation was with-
drawn around 2.30 p.m.
Later, in the evening the
District Collector assured
to initiate action to address
their grievances.

Residents of Nambiyar Nagar stage a protest in front of the

Nagapattinam District Collectorate on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
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NAGAPATTINAM

Nambiyar Nagar
residents stage protest 

T
he Tiruchi Corpo-
ration has decided
to roll out a free

meal scheme bene�ting
sanitation workers across
the city.

A resolution to this ef-
fect was adopted at the
Corporation Council meet-
ing held on Friday. Under
the initiative, a total of
3,243 sanitation workers,
including permanent sta�,
contract workers, drivers
engaged in sanitation ser-
vices, and workers in-
volved in anti-dengue op-
erations, will be provided
breakfast and lunch daily. 

A sum of ₹15.91 crore
had been allocated from
the Corporation’s General
Funds to implement the
project for three years. The
Corporation has �oated a
tender to identify a suita-
ble contractor. 

A project management
consultant would be ap-
pointed to select a catering
agency, establish kitchen
facilities, procure food in-
gredients, and monitor
both the quality and quan-

tity of meals distributed, as
well as ensure timely deliv-
ery. For this, the Corpora-
tion has earmarked ₹35.20
lakh from its General
Funds. 

Mayor M. Anbazhagan,

who chaired the Council
meeting, said the initiative
aims at supporting sanita-
tion workers who play a vi-
tal role in maintaining pu-
blic hygiene and
cleanliness. He said the
scheme would be imple-
mented in December. 

Nominated councillor

In a signi�cant step to-
wards strengthening inclu-
sive governance, the State
government has nominat-
ed a person with disability
to serve as a member of the
Tiruchi Corporation
Council.

Acting on a government
order directing that per-
sons with disabilities be
nominated to all local bo-
dies across Tamil Nadu, P.
Bhuvaneshwaran, a resi-
dent of Uyyakondan Thiru-
malai in Ward 25, has been
selected as the nominated
member for the Tiruchi
Corporation. 

Tiruchi Corporation to
launch free meal scheme
for sanitation workers

Mayor M. Anbazhagan welcomes P. Bhuvaneshwaran, a nominated

member of Tiruchi Corporation Council, on Friday. M. MOORTHY 

Under the initiative, a total of 3,243 sanitation workers, including permanent sta�, contract

workers, and drivers, will get breakfast, lunch daily; Council passes resolution to this e�ect 
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