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CPM, VCK, activists 
demand probe into 
death of two SC youths
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dharmapuri

MEMBERS of  the CPI(M), 
VCK, DYFI, and other out-
fits, including the Untouch-
ability Eradication Front, 
on Thursday, staged a pro-
test in front of  the Dhar-
mapuri Medical College 
Hospital  at  Anumand-
hapuram near Kariman-
galam, demanding a detailed 
probe into the death of  two 
youths near Palacode on 
Wednesday.

Speaking to TNIE, R Sisu-
balan, district secretary of  
CPI(M), said, “The families 
of  N Sunilkumar (19) and R 
Murugan from Sonnampatti 
who had died in a road acci-
dent near Palacode have 
raised suspicions about the 
death of  their children. The 
family had alleged foul play 

and requested a detailed 
investigation.”

A Sekar, district secretary 
of  the Untouchability Eradi-
cation Front, said, “Last 
year, Sunilkumar had re-
ceived death threats for his 
relationship with an upper 
caste Hindu girl. Moreover, 
there is little evidence point-
ing to the accident.”

However, officials in the 
police headquarters said, “It 
was an accident. The two 
youths were on a moped, and 
it had veered off  the road 
and got caught in a culvert. 
They sustained grievous in-
juries and died on the spot. 
There is no evidence point-
ing to foul play. We are still 
awaiting the postmortem re-
port. The bodies of  the two 
youths are kept at the Dhar-
mapuri Medical College 
Hospital.”

Squabble forces early end to Salem council meet
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Salem

THE monthly council meeting 
of  the Salem City Municipal 
Corporation turned tense on 
Friday after a heated exchange 
broke out between AIADMK 
and DMK councillors, forcing 
Mayor A Ramachandran to 
abruptly suspend the session 
and bring it to an early close. 

The meeting, chaired by the 
mayor, was attended by Corpo-
ration Commissioner M Elan-
govan and Deputy Mayor M 
Saratha Devi.

The meeting began with 
Ward 44 VCK councillor Imaya-
varamban M raising concerns 
that voter rights were being af-
fected and residents were be-
ing inconvenienced under the 
SIR system. He also held up a 
placard, signalling strong ob-
jection to the system.

Soon after, Ward 22 council-

lor and AIADMK whip in the 
council K C Selvaraj raised 
multiple issues. He questioned 
the progress of  the ongoing 
UGD works under the corpora-
tion and asked why new house-
hold connections were not be-
ing provided under the scheme. 
Responding to him, Commis-

sioner Elangovan said that 
nearly 15,000 live UGD connec-
tions are currently in use and 
works were progressing in 
phases. 

He also added that in Ward 
28, the revised tax slabs had 
caused concern over possible 
implications, with 122 families 

in the Sandaipettai area un-
sure of  how the changes might 
impact their livelihoods. 

In response, J Jayakumar, 
councillor of  Ward 28, clarified 
that although many economi-
cally backward families live in 
the area, the ward is classified 
as an active commercial zone 
with numerous mills, which re-
sults in higher tax rates. He 
added that this matter had al-
ready been discussed thor-
oughly urging that no unneces-
sary disturbance be created 
over it.

Following which, DMK coun-
cillors objected, insisting that 
Selvaraj restrict his remarks to 
issues within his own ward. 
The exchange quickly escalat-
ed into a heated argument be-
tween the AIADMK and DMK 
benches, and the hall briefly 
descended into chaos with both 
sides speaking over one 

another.
Amid the rising tension and 

inability to proceed, Mayor A 
Ramachandran announced the 
immediate suspension of  the 
meeting. He instructed the as-
sembly to sing the National An-
them before adjourning the 
session.

Despite the turmoil, resolu-
tions that were on the agenda 
were declared passed before 
the meeting concluded.

After the meeting concluded,
N  Yadavamoorthy, the leader 
of  the opposition in the coun-
cil, addressed the reporters 
and alleged that meetings are 
being ended abruptly, leaving 
councillors with no opportu-
nity to fully discuss the issues 
affecting their wards. 

He further added that resolu-
tions presented by the corpora-
tion are passed hastily without 
proper discussion. 

Overflowing sewage at Ulavar Sandhai 
restrooms raise a stink in Dharmapuri
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dharmapuri

FARMERS gathering at the 
Dharmapuri Ulavar Sandhai 
to trade their produce urged 
the municipality to improve 
the sewage systems of  the 
restrooms. 

The Dharmapuri ‘Ulavar 
Sandhai’ located at the four 
roads junction is one of  the 
key hubs for farmers to trade 
their produce. On an average, 
about thousand people and 
hundreds of  farmers gather 
here to sell their produce in 
over 160 shops. To facilitate the 
needs of  the farmers, six re-
strooms, including a bath, have 
been constructed. Despite the 
municipality’s underground 
sewage system, the systems 
are poorly planned, leading to 
sewage overflow.

M Nandhakumar from Dhar-
mapuri told TNIE, “The poor 
management of  the restrooms 
in the Ulavar Sandhai is vex-

ing. Often, the latrine pits 
overflow and become unusa-
ble. With over a thousand peo-
ple visiting daily, it has become 
impossible for the officials sta-
tioned here to keep up with the 
latrine situation. On multiple 
occasions, we have seen the of-
ficials here arrange cleaning 
of  the latrine pits. But munici-
pality’s failure to connect with 
the UGD is a major cause of  
the problem.”

A farmer, G Saravanan from 

Kadathur, said, “Sewage also 
overflows near the shops some-
times becoming extremely dis-
tressing. The facilities are 
stained and poorly maintained. 
Efforts must be taken to im-
prove the infrastructure also.”

Officials in the agriculture 
marketing department told 
TNIE, “The municipality offi-
cials have been notified about 
the situation, and efforts will 
be taken to improve the 
situation.”

PIPES REMOVED

Kullathinampatti residents 
hold stir over water supply
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dharmapuri 

RESIDENTS of  K Kullathinam-
patti village near Pennagaram 
staged a protest on Friday de-
manding a drinking water sup-
ply and condemning the local 
body for removing the 
pipeline supplying wa-
ter to their village. 

K Kullathinampatti 
village in Uthapalli 
panchayat is home to 
over 150  families. 
Nearly six months ago, 
the panchayat provided new 
pipelines supplying the Ho-
genakkal Drinking Water to en-
sure these families get clean 
drinking water. However, three 
months ago, an owner of  pri-
vate land filed a complaint that 
the water lines must be re-
moved as they pass through his 
land. Following this, the pan-
chayat officials removed the 

pipes leaving the residents 
without any source of  drinking 
water. 

P Mariappan, a villager, told 
TNIE, “Three  months ago, 
when the pipelines were re-
moved, we were promised a 
regular water supply and a new 

supply line. But in the past 
three months, we have 
been buying water. Peo-
ple who cannot afford to 
buy water are travelling 
five km to fetch water 

from other villages. The 
panchayat officials have not 

taken any efforts to fix the pipe. 
So, we staged a protest.” 

After assuring action, Penna-
garam Tahsildhar Sanmu-
gasundaram and Hogenakkal 
inspector held talks with the 
villagers. 

“The protest led to traffic dis-
ruption along the Eriyur-Pen-
nagaram road for over 2 hours,” 
the police said.

DMK and AIADMK councillors in a heated clash during the monthly council  meeting 
at Salem City Municipal Corporation on Friday |  EXPRESS

Hundreds of farmers sell  their  produce at 160 shops at the Ulavar Sandhai |  EXPRESS

Untouchability 
Eradication 
Front and family 
of the deceased 
youth staged 
a protest near 
Karimangalam 
on Friday | 
EXPRESSSunilkumar Murugan

20 sovereigns of jewels, cash burgled near Komarapalayam
Salem: 20 sovereigns of gold and around `3.5 lakh cash were allegedly burgled from a 
lathe workshop owner’s house near Komarapalayam in Namakkal on Thursday evening. 
Police said the incident occurred at Nagaraj’s house while he had left for a relative’s house 
in Omalur around 5.30 pm on Thursday. When he returned on Friday morning, he found the 
house broken into and valuables missing. The burglar is suspected to have entered through 
the roof and ransacked the rooms. A team from the Komarapalayam police collected CCTV 
footage from the neighbourhood. A case has been registered. ENS

Salem prison warder held in bid to smuggle contraband, phones
Salem: A second-level warder of the Salem Central Prison was arrested on Friday after 
he was allegedly found carrying three mobile phones, a SIM card, 80g of ganja, 80 
psychotropic tablets and rolling papers that he had allegedly tried to smuggle inside the 
prison. Jail sources say the warder, Selvarasu, was caught during a routine exit check by 
the prison staff. He had reported for night shift on Thursday and likely planned to hand 
over the contraband to inmates during his duty hours. As he was unable to do so, he left 
the jail premises after duty with the bag containing the banned items. ENSE
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NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN

BENJAMIN DISRAELI

Tune in 
to the 

Podcast
For all things
Life and Lifestyle!

���������������������������������

��������������

First generation entrepreneur &  
award-winning founder of Nectar Fresh 

 Chayaa 
Nanjappa

on building India’s leading premium  
honey and natural foods brand

in conversation  
with

ORIGINAL LAND / PROPERTY DOCUMENT LOST
I, 5686 2926 2675 (Aadhar Card / Voter ID / Passport No R. SELVI) 
S/o. / D/o. V. Raja Ratham aged about 53 Years, residing at 
50/20, Palaniyappa oil mill Street, do hereby inform to the General 
Public that I have lost the original land document pertaining to 
my / our property registered in document No 775/9, 223/1A1, 
dated 2020/2022, registered at Paramathi Sub Registrar Office 
Paramathi. If anyone finds the said document, please contact me 
over phone no (9626747392) or at the following residential address 
(50/20, Palaniyappa oil mill Street).  


