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P uducherry’s popu-
larity as a pre-
ferred tourist desti-

nation is evinced by the
data which shows that an
estimated 5 lakh visitors
converged in the city in the
three days preceding New
Year celebrations, Chief
Minister N. Rangasamy has
said.

Inaugurating the 31st In-
ternational Yoga Festival,
2026 at the Gandhi Thidal,
the Chief Minister said Pu-
ducherry remained popu-
lar as a naturally charming,
heritage-rich and peaceful
place. The government has
been hosting diverse cultu-
ral programmes through-
out the year to entertain
visitors and the yoga festiv-
al was one such event, he
added. 

Mr. Rangasamy an-
nounced that a 10-day ex-
hibition showcasing va-

rious departments and
featuring cultural pro-
grammes would be held
from February 10.

Speaker R. Selvam, Mi-
nister for Public Works and
Tourism K. Lakshmina-
rayanan, D. Manikandan,
Secretary (Tourism), Vish-
nutharan Kalimuthu, an of-

fi�cial from the Malaysian
Embassy, and M. Mathew
Francis, Director (in-
charge) of Tourism partici-
pated. 

The inaugural event fea-
tured a drone show, folk
music, and various cultural
performances.

Over 1,200 participants

from various states of India
and abroad are participat-
ing in the festival.

A press note said the Pu-
ducherry government,
through its Department of
Tourism, has been hosting
the International Yoga Fes-
tival every year from Janu-
ary 4 to 7 since 1993, de-

signing the event not just
as a celebration, but as a
platform that refl�ects the
essence of yoga and contri-
butes to physical, mental,
and spiritual well-being. 

Promoting tourism 
The festival’s emphasis is
on promoting tourism
while also ensuring the
physical and mental health
of the people.

The 31st edition features
various yoga competitions
for men and women of dif-
ferent age groups, work-
shops, and demonstra-
tions of various traditional
yoga practices led by exp-
ert instructors at the Con-
vention Centre located in
the Old Port complex. 

Special cultural pro-
grammes and mass yoga
events will be held at Gand-
hi Thidal on the Beach
Road. A highlight will be
the awarding of the title of
male/female champion of
the yoga competitions.

Over fi�ve lakh tourists visited
Puducherry in three days
preceding New Year, says CM

Chief Minister N. Rangasamy inaugurating the 31st International Yoga Festival at Gandhi Thidal in
Puducherry on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Rangasamy says Puducherry remained popular as a naturally charming, heritage-rich and peaceful place. Inaugurating the
31st International Yoga Festival, he says the government has been hosting diverse cultural programmes to entertain visitors 
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A collection of watercolour
paintings by city-based ar-
tist and art researcher D.
Gayathry is on show at the
Contemporary Art Gallery.

The expo, “Traditional
Vibes” was launched by V.
Kaliyaperumal, former Di-
rector, Department of Art
and Culture in the pre-
sence of Gopal Jayaraman,
former Regional Director,
IGNCA, faculty from the B.
P. K. Fine Arts College, wa-

tercolour artists, art stu-
dents, and art lovers.

The exhibition features
a collection of 40 waterco-
lour paintings that refl�ect
the artist’s technical skills
and cultural sensitivity in
their vivid portrayal of
scenes from everyday lives
or resplendent regional
traditions. The exhibits
range from representa-
tions of temple festivals
and Vinayagar idol proces-
sions to bustling markets
and architecture. The exhi-
bition is open till January 8.

Watercolour paintings by city-based artist D. Gayathry is on show at
the Contemporary Art Gallery in Puducherry. 

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

Illustrating aspects
of everyday life
with watercolour

Home Minister A. Namassi-
vayam on Monday hinted
at the government’s plan to
provide cash to ration
cardholders as Pongal gift
in the Union Territory.

“The Chief Minister will
make an announcement
on the subject. The BJP has
also requested Chief Minis-
ter to consider giving cash
to ration cardholders as
Pongal assistance,” he said
in reply to a query at a
press conference.

He was responding to a
question on whether the
AINRC-BJP government
has plans to provide cash
to ration cardholders as
Pongal assistance like the
ruling DMK announced in
Tamil Nadu.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment on Monday started
distribution of a kit con-

taining fi�ve grocery items
with a bag free of cost to
card holders as Pongal gift. 

Around 3.47 lakh ration
cardholders in the four re-
gions of the Union Territo-
ry will get the kit contain-
ing rice (4kg), Naatu
Sakkarai (1 kg), Moong Dal
(1 kg), Sunfl�ower Oil (1 litre)
and Ghee (300 gm). The
Public Distribution System

(PDS) outlets will start dis-
tributing the kit in other
places soon. 

Chief Minister N. Ranga-
samy inaugurated the dis-
tribution at a PDS outlet in
Thilaspet. 

Speaker R. Selvam, Mi-
nister for Public Works K.
Lakshminarayanan, legis-
lators and offi�cials attend-
ed the event.

Home Minister hints at
government’s plan to
provide cash for Pongal 
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Festival assistance: Chief Minister N. Rangasamy launching the
distribution of Pongal gift kits to ration cardholders in Puducherry 
on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Three offi�cers serving in
Puducherry are among the
IAS/IPS personnel of the
AGMUT cadre transferred
to Delhi in a reshuffl�e un-
dertaken by the Ministry of
Home Aff�airs.

Accordingly, senior bu-
reaucrat and secretary to
government Padma Jaiswal

(2003 batch) and IGP Ajit
Kumar Singla (2004 batch)
and Isha Singh (2021 batch
IPS) have been posted in
Delhi.

Among the offi�cers post-
ed to Puducherry in the
reshuffl�e are bureaucrat
Kinny Singh (2014 batch)
reassigned from Delhi and
IPS offi�cer Rajinder Kumar
Gupta (2014 batch) trans-
ferred from J&K.

Puducherry offi�cers
transferred to Delhi 
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