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K A R T H I K  K  K  @  M y s u r u

CHANDRASHEKHARA, son of  
a shepherd from a remote village 
in Koppal district, Sumalatha M, 
daughter of  a farmer from Mara-
hashetthihalli and Harmain T, 
daughter of  a KSRTC bus con-
ductor, emerged as powerful 
symbols of  grit and determina-
tion securing more than 10 med-
als each at the 106th convocation 
of  the University of  Mysore, 
proving that social and economic 
barriers cannot limit academic 
excellence.

The accomplishments of  
Chandrashekhara, Sumalatha 
and Harmain who got 17 medals, 
nine medals and 11 medals re-
spectively, conveyed a strong 
message that merit, persever-
ance and access to education can 
o v e r c o m e  e n t r e n c h e d 
inequalities.

Chandrashekhara, who pur-
sued MA in Kannada, delivered 
one of  the most remarkable per-
formances of  the convocation by 

securing an astounding 17 gold 
medals and four cash prizes. 

Raised in a family in a village 
near Koppal where daily life re-
volved around tending sheep, his 
academic journey was marked 
by limited resources and the 
challenges of  rural educa-
tion. Despite these odds, his deep 
commitment to Kannada lan-
guage and literature propelled 
him to the top, earning admira-
tion from peers and faculty alike. 
“It was during my B.Ed days I de-
cided to pursue more on the Kan-
nada literature, which pushed 
me to focus on it. I want to be a 
teacher and I don’t have great as-
pirations but want it to keep sim-
ple, try my best to contribute to 
Kannada literature and take care 
of  my parents,” he said.

Sumalatha M, a resident of  
Marahashetthihalli village and 
the daughter of  a farmer, ex-
celled in M.Com, securing nine 
gold medals. Growing up in an 
agrarian household, Sumalatha 
said her academic achievements 

reflect not only personal disci-
pline but wanted to prove what 
rural families prioritise educa-
tion as a pathway to stability and 
empowerment.

Adding to this is the story of  
Harmain T, who completed her 
B.Sc with exceptional distinc-
tion, winning 11 gold medals and 
five cash prizes. The daughter of  
a KSRTC bus conductor, Har-
main rose above all constraints 
and everyday struggles of  a mod-
est salaried family through con-
sistent effort and academic 
focus.

Meanwhile, Nisarga S Gowda, 
who secured a gold medal in MA 
Kannada is visually challenged 
by birth. Hailing from Holenar-
asipur in Hassan district said she 
started her Ph.D studies a month 
ago. 

A former student of  Rangaro 
Memorial School For Disabled, 
and Nataraja College of  the city, 
she studied through braille 
books, and audio books to make 
this accomplishment.

From fields to gold medals, UoM students redefine success

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  M y s u r u

HIGHER Education Minister Dr 
M C Sudhakar on Monday ex-
pressed concern over the deterio-
rating financial condition of  the 
University of  Mysore (UoM), 
stating that it was painful to see 
the institution reaching a stage 
where it is unable to pay pen-
sions to its retired employees.

Speaking at the 106th annual 
convocation of  the University of  
Mysore at Crawford Hall, Dr Sud-
hakar said the university, which 
holds the distinction of  being the 
first university in the state, had 
been weakened due to the crea-
tion of  new universities in Has-
san, Mandya and Chamarajana-
g a r  by  b i f u rc at i n g  i t s 
jurisdiction.

Without naming the previous 
BJP government, the minister 
indirectly criticised its decision 
to create new universities purely 
based on publicity and emotional 
considerations, without properly 
assessing factors such as west-
ern models, the existing status of  
universities, fee collection mech-
anisms and long-term sustaina-

bility. “As a result, the University 
of  Mysore has been burdened 
with a pension liability of  `150 
crore, while the number of  affili-
ated colleges has come down to 
less than 100,” he said.

He said that despite Bengaluru 
University being divided into 
four separate universities; such 
a financial crisis had not arisen 
there.

Dr Sudhakar added that the 
University of  Mysore should 
have been on par with reputed 
foreign universities, but this as-
piration has not been realised, 
c a l l i n g  f o r  s e r i o u s 
introspection. 

He further said that the finan-
cial crisis is not limited to Mysu-
ru University alone, as Karnata-
ka University in Dharwad, 
Mangalore University and now 
Kuvempu University in Shiv-
amogga are also facing similar
difficulties. 

The minister assured that the 
government is committed to find-
ing a permanent solution to the 
pension problem of  the Univer-
sity of  Mysore and will take posi-
tive steps to revive and safeguard 
the institution. 

Pension crisis at UoM a 
matter of concern: Min

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  M y s u r u

GOVERNOR Thaawar Chand 
Gehlot said that developing an edu-
cation system that integrates mod-
ern knowledge with strong values 
is essential for preserving national 
unity, harmony, and cultural integ-
rity. Addressing the 106th Annual 
Convocation of  the University of  
Mysore, the Governor said India’s 
rich cultural heritage has always 
promoted universal brotherhood, 
peace, equality, and harmony. “An 

education system rooted in values, 
along with modern knowledge, will 
help safeguard religion and cul-
ture, strengthen national unity and 
integrity, foster social harmony, 
and provide a positive direction to 
the world while benefiting human-
ity as a whole,” he said, adding that 
the National Education Policy is a 
significant step in this direction.

The Governor said Karnataka 
has consistently played a pioneer-
ing role in knowledge, innovation, 
and good governance and is cur-

rently leading the nation in infor-
mation technology, biotechnology, 
space science, entrepreneurship, 
and higher education. 

A total of  30,966 candidates were 
conferred with various undergrad-
uate, postgraduate and doctoral de-
grees. Among the top awardees, 
Aditi N, an M.Sc Chemistry gradu-
ate, emerged as the highest medal-
ist, winning 24 gold medals and 
eight cash prizes, taking her total 
tally to 32 awards. Chandrashek-
hara, from the MA Kannada pro-

gramme, secured 13 gold medals 
and four cash prizes (total 17), while 
Prerana S L, M.Tech in Urban and 
Regional Planning (URP), received 
16 gold medals. Harshitha P (MSc 
Botany) won 13 gold medals and 
three cash prizes (total 16). Ananya 
Revadi, MA Economics, secured 
nine gold medals and four cash 
prizes, taking her total to 13. Minis-
ter MC Sudhakar, former ISRO 
chairman Dr S Somanath, Vice-
chancellor Prof  N K Loknath and 
others were present.

Value-based edu essential for national unity, harmony: Guv 
Governor Thaawar Chand 
Gehlot conferring honorary 
doctorates on S V Rajendra 
Singh Babu, Jayachandra 
Raju and Dr T Sham Bhatt 
during 106th convocation 
of UoM; gold medalists at 
the convocation in Mysuru 
on Monday |  UDAYASHANKAR S 

A two-year-old boy was seriously injured after being attacked by a pack of stray 
dogs while playing outside his home at Azad Nagar in Belagavi on Sunday evening.  
The incident has raised serious concerns about the growing menace of stray dogs in 
the city. The injured child has been identified as Ahmed Ramiz Bisti.


