
CMYK

CMYK

05

www.sanmarglive.com 

Morning India

Patna, Thursday

JANUARY 22, 2026

NATION

India-EU trade deal to be a game
changer: Assam CM at Davos
DAVOS : The trade deal
between India and the
European Union (EU) is going
to be a game-changer as they
share strong and trusted ties,
with growing cooperation
across sectors, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said on Wednesday.

Speaking to IANS on the
sidelines of the World
Economic Forum (WEF)
annual meeting here, Sarma
said that our companies need
access to different markets,
and this need will be fulfilled
with the upcoming India-EU
trade deal.

"Europe clearly sees India
as a dependable partner,

which is evident from recent
statements by the European
Union leadership. The
European Union's own
speeches underline India's
emergence as a major global

investment hub. India's sta-
ble policies and fast-growing
economy are attracting sus-
tained European investments
and partnerships," Sarma
told IANS.

The India-EU Summit,
scheduled for January 27,
comes as part of the steady
strengthening of economic
relations between the two
sides amid growing uncer-
tainties in global markets
triggered by the US tariff tur-
moil and dramatic geopoliti-
cal shifts in the world order.

Sarma said that the IMF
has just revised India's
growth target, projecting a
growth rate of 7.3 per cent

for FY26.
"India will soon become

the third-largest economy in
terms of GDP and has many
other advantages," he noted.

"India is a mature democ-
racy with consistency and
patience. So, even if one or
two strategies don't work, we
should not be worried
because we can diversify and
explore other markets. Our
economy has many strengths,
and we have a large domestic
market," he mentioned.

Sarma said that this is the
first time "we have come to
Davos". "Our responsibility
was to introduce global lead-
ers to Assam. People are lis-

tening to us and are commit-
ting to invest," he told IANS.

Earlier, Sarma said that
the state is proactively
preparing its workforce for
an increasingly automated
and Artificial Intelligence
(AI)-driven future, leveraging
its young demographic
advantage and focusing on
industry-aligned skill devel-
opment.

Speaking at the WEF
annual meeting during an
earlier event, CM Sarma
shared how Assam is reshap-
ing its skilling ecosystem to
meet the demands of emerg-
ing technologies and future-
ready industries.

India and Spain must pool resources and capa-
bilities to fight terrorism: President Murmu
NEW DELHI : President
Droupadi Murmu on
Wednesday stated that India
and Spain must pool their
resources and capabilities to
fight terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations as both
countries have a shared posi-
tion on countering the men-
ace, which remains a com-
mon threat to global peace
and stability. 

President Murmu made
these remarks as Spain's
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
European Union and
Cooperation Jose Manuel
Albares called on her at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi. She also stated that
India and Spain must work
together on multilateral plat-
forms like the United Nations
and G20 to further their
shared goals of peace, pros-
perity and stability across the

world.
President Murmu said

that India and Spain will
mark the 70th anniversary of
diplomatic relations this year
by celebrating the 'India-
Spain Dual Year of Culture,
Tourism and Artificial
Intelligence', according to a
statement released by the
Rashtrapati Bhavan following
the meeting. Highlighting the
economic ties between two
nations, President Murmu
stated that India and Spain
have a steadily growing eco-
nomic relationship, with
increasing trade and invest-
ment. She noted that Spain's
strengths in engineering,
railways, renewable energy,
urban services, and defence
aerospace complement
India's development priori-
ties. She expressed confi-
dence that trade ties between

India and Spain will be
strengthened with the signing
of Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) between India and
European Union.

"Minister of Foreign
Affairs, European Union and
Cooperation of Spain Mr Jose
Manuel Albares called on
President Droupadi Murmu
at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The
President expressed happi-
ness at the launch of the
'India-Spain Dual Year of
Culture, Tourism and
Artificial Intelligence', which
will showcase the strong cul-
tural bonds and people-to-
people affinity, tourism
avenues, and deepening
technological collaborations
between India and Spain,"
President's Secretariat post-
ed on X. Earlier in the day,
Jose Manuel Albares held a
meeting with External .

Sabarimala gold heist case: Kerala HC puts arrested former
Devaswom Board member under lens, ED tightens noose
KOCHI : The Kerala High
Court on Wednesday came
down heavily on former
Travancore Devaswom Board
(TDB) member K.P.
Sankaradas, who is in judi-
cial custody in connection
with the Sabarimala gold
misappropriation case, even
as the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) widened its
probe into what it described
as a well-orchestrated
money-laundering operation
involving temple assets. 

The court directed the
constitution of a medical
board to assess Sankaradas's
health condition and examine
whether his treatment could
continue while he is lodged in
jail. It ordered that the report
be submitted in a sealed
cover. Sankaradas is current-
ly undergoing treatment at
the Thiruvananthapuram
Medical College Hospital.

Sankaradas, the 11th
accused in the case, was sent
to custody after a Kollam
Vigilance Court judge visited
a private hospital where he
had been admitted.

The High Court had earli-
er sharply criticised the delay
in his arrest, remarking that
he continued to remain hos-
pitalised because his son is

an IPS officer. Following the
court's strong observations,
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) formally recorded
his arrest, after which he was
shifted to the Medical College
Hospital under jail custody.

Meanwhile, the ED's
Kochi Zonal Office, invoking
provisions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002, conducted
searches on January 20 at 21
locations across Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

The probe, based on two
FIRs registered by the Kerala

Police Crime Branch, has
uncovered a criminal con-
spiracy allegedly involving
senior TDB officials, former
temple administrators, pri-
vate sponsors, and jewellers.

According to the ED,
sacred gold-clad artefacts of
the Sabarimala temple,
including Dwarapalaka idol
components, pedestals and
sanctum sanctorum door
panels, were falsely recorded
as "copper plates" between
2019 and 2025 and removed
without authorisation.

These were transported to

private facilities in Chennai
and Karnataka, where gold
was chemically extracted
under the guise of repair
work. The ED seized incrimi-
nating documents, digital evi-
dence and a 100-gram gold
bar, and froze eight immov-
able properties of the prime
accused worth about Rs 1.3
crore. The agency said inves-
tigations are continuing to
trace the proceeds of crime
and identify further benefici-
aries.

Mahayuti tension: Shiv Sena's twin
strategy triggers pressure politics,
Fadnavis adopts
wait-and-watch
stance
MUMBAI : The Mahayuti
alliance in Maharashtra is
witnessing a sharp escala-
tion in internal friction as
Eknath Shinde's Shiv Sena
appears to be deploying a
sophisticated dual strategy
to assert dominance over the
BJP in local civic bodies. The
recent political manoeuvres
in the Kalyan-Dombivli and
Ulhasnagar municipal corpo-
rations have sent ripples
through the ruling coalition,
prompting a cautious wait-
and-watch approach from
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis. 

In a move that surprised
both allies and opponents,
Shinde's Shiv Sena has
secured support from the
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) in Kalyan-
Dombivli, effectively sidelin-
ing the BJP. 

By consolidating 62 seats,
the Shinde faction is posi-
tioned to establish power
without relying on its pri-
mary senior partner, the BJP.
This shift has not only side-
lined the BJP but also served
as a strategic blow to
Uddhav Thackeray's Shiv
Sena (UBT). Similar tactics
are unfolding in Ulhasnagar.
Under the leadership of
Shinde Sena MP Dr Shrikant
Shinde, the party is actively
courting independent corpo-
rators and two members of
the Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi
(VBA). With both the BJP and
Shinde Sena currently tied at
37 seats each, Shinde is
pushing to reach the magic
figure of 40 to install a Shiv
Sena Mayor, potentially leav-
ing the BJP in the lurch.

Political analysts suggest
these moves are a direct tit-
for-tat response to recent
events in Ambernath and
Badlapur. In Ambernath, the
BJP had reportedly aligned
with Congress corporators to
secure the presidency, keep-
ing the Shinde faction at bay.
Shinde responded by align-
ing with Ajit Pawar's NCP to
secure the vice-presidency.
The current aggressive pos-
turing in KDMC is seen as a
strategic repayment.


