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Two
Mexican Navy ships laden with humanitarian aid 
dock in Cuba as US blockade sparks energy crisis
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Seattle to pay $29 million to family of Indian student killed by police car
NEW YORK

THE family of  an Indian stu-
dent, killed in January 2023 
when she was struck by a po-
lice vehicle in Seattle, has 
reached a USD 29 million settle-
ment with the city, according to 
a media report.

Jaahnavi Kandula, 23, was 
struck by a police vehicle driv-
en by Seattle Police Officer 

Kevin Dave as she was crossing 
a street on January 23, 2023.   
Dave was driving at 74 mph on 
the way to a report of  a drug 
overdose call. Kandula was 
thrown 100 feet when she was 
struck by the speeding police 
patrol vehicle.

PubliCola web portal report-
ed that the Seattle City Attor-
ney’s Office reached a settle-
ment last week with Kandula’s 

family. “Jaahnavi Kandula’s 
death was heartbreaking, and 
the city hopes this financial set-
tlement brings some sense of  
closure to the Kandula family,” 
city attorney Erika Evans said 
in the report.  “We also recog-
nise that her loss has left unim-
aginable pain. Jaahnavi Kan-
dula’s life mattered. It mattered 
to her family, to her friends, and 
to our community,” she added.

In September 2024, the family 
brought a lawsuit against the 
City of  Seattle and Dave 
for USD 110 million, as 
well as an additional 
USD 11,000. 

The settlement totals 
about USD 29 million, 
and the USD 11,000 
amount, the report said.

The additional figure in the 
suit was in “reference to callous 

remarks” made by Seattle Po-
lice Department officer Daniel 

Auderer.  In their claim, 
filed in King County Su-
perior Court, attorneys 
wrote that Kandula 
“experienced terror, se-
vere emotional distress, 

and severe pain and suf-
fering before dying.” Last 

year, Interim Chief of the Seat-
tle Police Department Sue Rahr 

said that she had fired Dave.  
Auderer was also fired follow-
ing his insensitive comments 
and laughter after Kandula’s 
death.  Bodycam footage shows 
Auderer laughing after the fa-
tal crash and saying the victim 
hit the car and “is dead,” before 
laughing for four seconds, a dis-
ciplinary report said.

Auderer’s body-worn camera 
also captured him as saying, 

“Yeah, just write a check. Just, 
yeah (laughter). USD 11,000. She 
was 26, anyway. She had limited 
value.” When asked at an Office 
of  Police Accountability inter-
view about his comments that 
Kandula had “limited value”, 
Auderer had claimed he was 
“ridiculing the city attorneys 
who would be tasked with liti-
gating a potential wrongful
death lawsuit.” PTI

$

China tightens grip 
on rare earths as US 
builds supply alliance
BEIJING

CHINA has stepped up efforts 
to consolidate its monopoly 
over rare earth metals to coun-
ter the United States move to 
form an international alliance 
with over 50 nations, includ-
ing India, to secure the 
supply chains of  the pre-
cious metals to reduce 
reliance on Beijing.

Early this week, Chi-
nese Premier Li Qiang 
visited Ganzhou in 
Jiangxi province, one of  the 
world’s largest production bas-
es for heavy rare earth ele-
ments, a strategic resource es-
sential to a range of  hi-tech 
industries, where he called for 
China to consolidate its lead in 
industries like rare earths,  
over which it has a strategic 

edge over Washington.
Li also visited the Chinese 

Academy of  Sciences’ Ganjiang 
Innovation Academy, toured 
critical mineral producers, and 
had a meeting with local busi-
ness leaders and researchers, 
official media reported. “The 

value of  rare earths in 
boosting advanced man-

ufacturing and green, 
low-carbon transfor-
mation is increasingly 
prominent,” he said. 
China’s dominance of  

global mining and process-
ing of  the minerals has be-
come a crucial strategic ad-
vantage in recent years.Li’s 
visit comes as China tightens 
rare earth exports, disrupting 
supply chains. China mines 
70% and processes 90% of  glo-
bal rare earths. AP

Two Israelis charged over 
bets using classified data
TEL AVIV 

TWO Israelis have been charged 
with using classified military in-
formation to place bets on how fu-
ture events will unfold, Israeli au-
thorities said Thursday, accusing 
the individuals of  “serious secu-
rity offenses.”

A joint statement by the Israeli 
Ministry of  Defense, domestic se-
curity service Shin Bet and police 
said that a civilian and a reservist 
are suspected of  placing bets on 
the US-based prediction market 
Polymarket on future military op-
erations based on information 
that the reservist had access to.

Israel’s Attorney General’s Of-
fice decided to prosecute the two 
individuals following a joint in-
vestigation by police, military in-
telligence and other security 
agencies that resulted in several 
arrests. The two face charges in-
cluding bribery and obstruction 
of  justice.  AP
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EU leaders weigh reset on trade, security
BILZEN-HOESELT: European Union leaders met in Belgium to rethink 
diplomacy, trade and security as they face pressure from the US, China 
and Russia. Belgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever urged a change in 
direction, while France’s Emmanuel Macron and Germany’s Friedrich 
Merz projected unity despite differences. A key divide is between calls 
for deregulation and closer US ties, led by Germany and Italy, and 
France’s push for “strategic autonomy” and buying European in defence 
and industry. Leaders are also debating financial tools to counter tariffs 
and supply risks, including joint borrowing. EU officials say citizens 
want a stronger, more united bloc as economic & security threats grow.

DHAKA

BANGLADESH’s deposed 
prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
on Thursday called the general 
elections being held by the in-
terim government “a well-
planned farce” and demanded 
holding of  “free, fair and inclu-
sive elections under a neutral 
caretaker government”.

For the first time in 30 years, 
the boat, the Awami League’s 
electoral symbol, did not appear 
on the ballot paper in the elec-
tion, the first since the ouster 
of  Hasina in massive nation-
wide protests in August 2024. 
Hasina, 78, who has been stay-
ing in India after she fled Bang-

ladesh, said the elections being 
held under the interim govern-
ment of  Muhammad Yunus was 
essentially “a well-planned 
farce”. “The people’s voting 
rights, democratic values, and
the spirit of  the Constitution 
were completely disregarded in 
this deceptive, voterless elec-
tion conducted without the 
Awami League,” she wrote on 
her party’s social media.

“From the evening of  11 Feb-
ruary, this farce began with sei-
zure of  polling centres, gunfire, 
vote-buying, distribution of  
money, stamping of  ballots, and 
agents signing result sheets,” 
she alleged. Hasina claimed that 
by the morning of  February 12, 

“voter turnout was negligible in 
most polling centres nationwide, 
and in many centres across the 
capital and other areas, there 
were no voters at all”. “Accord-
ing to the Election Commission’s 
briefing, by 11 am - just three and 
a half  hours into voting -  only 
14.96 per cent of  eligible voters 
had participated,” she said.

This extremely low turnout 
clearly shows that the Awami 
League-free election was widely 
rejected by the people, Hasina 
said. Hasina said in the preced-
ing days, “continuous attacks, 
arrests, intimidation, and fear 
were inflicted on Awami League 
voters, supporters, well-wish-
ers, and minorities”.  PTI

‘Boat’ drops off Ballot 
for 1st time in 30 years
For the first time in 30 years, 
Awami League’s boat symbol is 
missing from Bangladesh’s 
general election ballot, the first 
vote since Sheikh Hasina’s
2024 ouster. The interim govt 
banned the party and Election 
Commission suspended 
registration.

Charter vote sparks 
constitutional fears 
A referendum on the interim 
govt’s 84-point July National 
Charter, held alongside 
parliamentary polls, could 
threaten the continuity of the 
1972 Constitution, experts warned. 

HASINA REJECTS B’DESH ELECTION AS 
‘FARCE’, CITES NEGLIGIBLE TURNOUT
Held after months of unrest, polls reflect polarised political landscape

Will accept result if exercise is fair: Rahman
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P 1

“WE will accept the result, if  
people get to freely exercise 
their voting right,” said Tar-
ique Rahman, the chairman of  
BNP.  Jamaat chief  Shafiqur 
Rahman said “the country has 
commenced a new journey 
with free and fair polling.” 

NCP’s Nahid Islam was con-
fident that the 11-party alli-
ance would emerge victorious 

and form the next government.
However, Taslim Zara, who left 
the NCP and entered the poll 
fray as an independent, said 
the election was not fair.  
Chief  Advisor of  the interim 
government, Prof  Mohammad 
Yunus said “we are starting a 
new journey for a bright 
future.” 

Chief  Election Commission-
er A M M Nasir Uddin said 
that was robust enthusiasm 

and festivity as the voters cast 
their ballots, and called the ex-
ercise a grand success. Nearly 
18 lakh people were involved 
in the election process, includ-
ing about nine lakh law 
enforcers.

There were more new and 
female voters this time around. 
They said they got to cast their 
votes without fear. But a sec-
tion of  the voters was not sat-
isfied as Hasina’s mainstream 

political party, the Awami 
League, was barred from the 
fray. 

A rickshaw puller said he 
did not go the polling centre 
because it would have cost him 
at least 5,000 taka. “I would 
have had to travel 300 km by 
bus, spending 3,000 taka, and 
my loss of  income for three 
days would worked out to an-
o t h e r  2 , 0 0 0  t a k a , ”  h e 
reasoned. 

KEY SNAPSHOT

VOTER TURNOUT

SECURITY

CONTEST

ELECTORATE

VIOLENCE REPORTED

32.88%
turnout by 
12 pm

Voting in 299 of 
300 constituencies

Polling time: 7:30 am – 4:30 pm

nearly 1 million security 
personnel deployed

Drones & body cams used 
for first time

1,614 of 2,131 Dhaka 
centres marked risk-prone

Main fight: BNP vs 
Jamaat-e-Islami

Awami League not in race

1,755 candidates from 
50 parties + 273 
independents

83 women candidates

Nearly 127 million voters

3.58% first-time voters

nearly 8L expatriates 
voting by postal ballot

Hand bomb blasts in 
Gopalganj, Munshiganj

One BNP leader killed in 
Khulna clash

Sporadic clashes, brief 
suspensions
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