
Vivo T5 Pro

The Vivo T5 
Pro is likely to 
launch in mid-
April, although 
the date is not 
official yet. It is 
expected to tar-
get the mid-range 
segment with a price 
between `30,000 and 

`35,000. The phone 
may feature a large 
6.8-inch AMOLED dis-
play with a 144Hz refresh 

rate and could be powered 
by the Snapdragon 7s Gen 4 

chipset. It is also expected to come 
with a massive 9,020mAh battery 
and fast charging support.
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Chandigarh University (CU) has 
established a state-of-the-art skill 
centre in AI in collaboration with US 
tech giant Microsoft
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R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

I
NDIA’S smartphone sales declined 9% year-
on-year in the first nine weeks of  2026, accord-
ing to Counterpoint Research. The decline in 
sales is mainly due to supply-side pressures, 
especially rising memory component costs, 
along with the usual slow demand at the be-

ginning of  the year. 
The report noted that while consumers were 

initially less aware of  price increases, contin-
ued hikes by multiple Android brands gradually 
affected store footfall and overall sales.

Price hikes and limited boost from sales
As per the report, until Week 9, more than eight 
brands had already increased prices of  key 
SKUs, with an average hike of  `1,500, which is 
expected to rise further. New product launches 
are also coming at higher price points. However, 
Republic Day sales provided only a temporary 
boost to weekly performance in January 2026, 
with more impact seen in online sales.

While volumes remained under pressure, val-
ue growth stayed steady due to continued pre-
miumisation, a trend seen throughout 2025 and 

now extending into ear-
ly 2026. At 19% YoY, vivo 
recorded the highest 
sales growth in the first 
nine weeks of  2026, driv-
en by new launches and 
strong performance of  
its Y and T series. Apple 
grew 12% YoY, support-
ed by discounts and con-
tinued demand for its 
iPhone 17 series.

“India’s smartphone 
market started the year 
on a low note, as persist-
ent price increases con-
tinued to weigh on con-
sumer demand. Limited 
promotional intensity 
and fewer new launches 

further im-
pacted pur-

chase momen-
tum. All this 

resulted in weaker 
retail conversions 

across channels, reflect-
ing guarded consumer 

sentiment,” said Prachir 
Singh, senior research analyst 

at Counterpoint Research.

Outlook remains cautious
Research Director Tarun Pathak is of  the 

view that ongoing global uncertainties, in-
cluding geopolitical tensions and rising essen-
tial commodity prices, are expected to continue 
to weigh on discretionary spending, with India’s 
smartphone market projected to decline by 
around 10% in 2026. According to him, brands 
are likely to maintain a cautious approach, fo-
cusing on premium-led growth supported by 
new launches and targeted financing.

“While premium segments are expected to re-
main relatively resilient, affordability con-
straints and limited financing availability will 
continue to impact demand in the mass seg-
ment, leading to a gradual and uneven recov-
ery,” Pathak said.

HERE’S WHAT TO EXPECT

Hot  
smartphones to 

launch 
in April

Vivo V70 FE

Realme 16 launched in India on 
April 2, 2026, starting at ̀ 31,999 for 
the 8GB + 128GB variant. The 
phone features a 50MP rear cam-
era with a built-in selfie mirror 
and a 50MP front camera. The de-
vice has a slim 8.1mm design with 
IP66/IP68/IP69 ratings. Compared 
to its predecessor, the Realme 16 
5G runs on the Dimensity 6400 
Turbo chipset with UFS 2.2 stor-
age, a 6.57-inch 120Hz AMOLED 
display, and 60W charging. It 
comes with a 50MP main camera 
and a 2MP secondary sensor. 
The battery capacity re-
mains 7,000mAh, en-
suring strong 
battery 
life

R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

W
ITH April beginning, 
major  smar tphone 
brands are gearing up 
to launch new devices 
across segments. From 
Vivo and Oppo to 
Realme and OnePlus, 

companies are preparing to intro-
duce smartphones with upgraded 
features, better cameras and big-
ger batteries. Here’s a simple look 
at the key launches and what they 
may offer.

Oppo Find X9 Ultra
Oppo is expected to launch its 
flagship Find X9 Ultra in April 
2026, although the exact date is 

not yet confirmed. This will be 
the brand’s first “Ultra” mod-

el to launch globally after 
being limited to China ear-

lier. The phone is likely 
to feature a large 6.82-

inch AMOLED dis-
play with a 144Hz 
refresh rate. It may 

be powered by the 
Snapdragon 8 Elite Gen 
5 chipset, along with up 
to 16GB RAM and 

512GB storage. The camera setup 
could be a major highlight, with 
multiple high-resolution sensors 
including a 200MP pri-
mary camera. The 
device is also ex-
pected to pack a 
7,050mAh bat-
tery with fast 
wired and wire-
less charging.

OnePlus  
Nord 6

The OnePlus Nord 6 is set to launch 
on April 7. It is expected to come 
with a 6.78-inch AMOLED display 

and a high 165Hz refresh rate, 
making it suitable for gaming. The 

phone will likely run on the 
Snapdragon 8s Gen 4 processor and 

is expected to deliver smooth 
gaming performance. It may feature 

a 50MP main camera and a 16MP 
front camera, with support for  

4K video recording

50MP main camera

Realme 16
Realme 16 launched in India on April 2, 2026, starting at ̀ 31,999 
for the 8GB + 128GB variant. The phone features a 50MP rear 
camera with a built-in selfie mirror and a 50MP front camera. 
The device has a slim 8.1mm design with IP66/IP68/IP69 rat-
ings. Compared to its predecessor, the Realme 16 5G runs on 

the Dimensity 6400 Turbo chipset with UFS 2.2 storage, 
a 6.57-inch 120Hz AMOLED display, and 60W charg-
ing. It comes with a 50MP main camera and a 2MP 
secondary sensor, without OIS or an ultrawide lens. 
The battery capacity remains 
7,000mAh, ensuring strong 
battery life, although charg-
ing may be slightly slower 
than before.

50MP camera  
(Main+Night+Ultra wide)

50MP front 
camera

Dual 50MP  
Sony camera 

7,000mAh 
battery capacity

200MP 
primary 
camera.

Oppo: fast wired 
and wireless 

charging

SMARTPHONE  
SALES SLIP 9%

AMID RISING 
PRICES AND  

WEAK DEMAND

P A D M I N I  D H R U V A R A J  @ Bengaluru

I
NDIA’S smartphone market is wit-
nessing a clear shift towards longer 
battery life, with several new 
launches in 2026 signalling what 
industry observers describe as the 
beginning of  the era of  ‘two-day 

battery’.
Over the past few weeks, smart-

phone makers across price segments 
have introduced handsets with sig-
nificantly larger battery capacities, 
moving beyond the 5,000mAh stand-
ard that dominated the market for 
years. Devices launched in March 
are now carrying batteries ranging 
from 6,300mAh to as high as 
10,000mAh, reflecting changing con-
sumer priorities around endurance, 
gaming and always-on connectivity. 

Among the latest examples in In-
dia is Xiaomi’s Redmi 15A 5G, 
launched at `12,999, which comes 
with a 6,300mAh battery. 

According to the company’s pub-
lished specifications, the device is 
capable of  “up to two days of  usage” 
on a single charge. 

TECNO’s Spark 50 5G, which was 
announced on March 27, has gone a 
step further with a 6,500mAh bat-
tery and is being positioned around  
extended daily usage. The trend is 
not limited to entry-level devices. 
Mid-range and premium smart-
phones launched globally in March 
have crossed the 7,000mAh mark, 
with some models pushing towards 
9,000mAh and even 10,000mAh bat-
teries. The Realme Narzo Power, for 
instance, was launched with a 
10,001mAh battery, while several 
other brands, including POCO and 
iQOO, have introduced devices in 
the 7,000mAh to 9,000mAh range. 

The move reflects the way smart-
phone usage in India has evolved. 
Consumers are increasingly using 
their phones for video streaming, 
gaming, mobile payments, naviga-
tion, remote work and AI-powered 
applications, all of  which place 
greater demands on battery life.

India’s 
smartphone 

market enters 
the two-day 
battery era
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ªÉÄÃ®ÌAqÀ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉAiÀÄ°è aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯Éè ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ G¥À«¨sÁUÀUÀ½UÉ 
M¼À¥ÀqÀÄªÀ ¯ÉPÀÌ ²Ã¶ðPÉ : 4059-80-051-0-60-132 ªÀÄÄRåªÀÄAwæAiÀÄªÀgÀ ªÀÄÆ®¸ËPÀAiÀÄð C©üªÀÈ¢Þ 
PÁAiÀÄðPÀæªÀÄ EvÀgÉ §AqÀªÁ¼À ªÉZÀÑUÀ¼ÀÄ, 5054-80-190-0-01-132 PÀ£ÁðlPÀ gÀ¸ÉÛ C©üªÀÈ¢Þ ¤UÀªÀÄ 
¤AiÀÄ«ÄvÀ-§AqÀªÁ¼À ªÉZÀÑ (f¯Áè ªÀÄÄRå gÀ¸ÉÛ ¸ÉÃvÀÄªÉUÀ¼ÀÄ), 3054-04-337-1-10-200 f¯Áè 
ªÀÄÄRå gÀ¸ÉÛUÀ¼À ¤ªÀðºÀuÉ, 3054-03-337-0-05-200 gÁdå ºÉzÁÝj gÀ¸ÉÛUÀ¼À ªÁ¶ðPÀ ¤ªÀðºÀuÉ 
CrAiÀÄ°è£À MlÄÖ 06 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ mÉAqÀgï 
DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀ»¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀ CxÀªÁ ¤ªÀð»¹gÀÄªÀ ¸ÁªÀÄxÀåðzÀ §UÉÎ (Standard 

Tender Document KW - 2, 3 & 4 gÀAvÉ) «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ®UÀwÛ¸ÀvÀPÀÌzÀÄÝ. UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjUÉ C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ 
3gÀ°è £ÀªÀÄÆ¢¹gÀÄªÀ PÀ¤µÀÖ CºÀðvÉUÀ½zÀÝgÉ ªÀiÁvÀæ UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß ªÀ»¸À§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. PÀ¤µÀÖ CAzÁdÄ 
ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 41.82 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ UÀjµÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 500.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ DVgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. PÉ¦¦ 
¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÁVgÀÄªÀ 06 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ (EA.¸ÀASÉå: 32024 (2£ÉÃ PÀgÉ), 29385 
(2£ÉÃ PÀgÉ), 34484 (2£ÉÃ PÀgÉ) ¢£ÁAPÀ: 13-04-2026, EA.¸ÀASÉå: 33992 (2£ÉÃ PÀgÉ) ¢£ÁAPÀ: 
08-04-2026, EA.¸ÀASÉå: 33990 (2£ÉÃ PÀgÉ) ¢£ÁAPÀ: 10-04-2026, EA.¸ÀASÉå: 29376 (2£ÉÃ 
PÀgÉ) ¢£ÁAPÀ: 17-04-2026gÀAzÀÄ) ¸ÀAeÉ 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ 
PÀbÉÃj ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è «µÀAiÀÄ ¤ªÁðºÀPÀgÀ£ÀÄß ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¹ w½AiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.
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